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SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

DIRECTORS OF CONVICT PRISONS 

IN IRELAND, 

UNDER, 17 & 18 VIC., CAP. % 



TO THE RIGHT HOIST. EDWARD HORSMAN, M.P., 

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR IRELAND. 

Convict Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 

Sir, 

In pursuance of the Act ll & i8 Vic., chap, 76, we r»p««. 
beg leave to submit our Annual Report on the state of 
the Convict Prisons in Ireland for the year 1855, 

The ordinary reports of the Governors, Chaplains, 

Medical Officers, and Schoolmasters, are appended in 
the usual manner. 

Accommodation. 

The accommodation for convicts in the Government AfeumnM*, 
Prisons on the 1st January, 1856, may be estimated as hs "' 
amounting to 3,490. 

Government Raisons. . 

Hates. Females. Total. 

Number in custody on the 1st January, 1856, 2,590 (319 3,209 

Accommodation on 1st January, 1856, . 2,880 630 3,190 

Counts and Cits Gaoes. 

Males. Females. Total. 

Number in custody on 1st January, 185G, . 39 214 253 

Gross Total of Convicts in Ireland, 3,462, 

The accommodation for female convicts has been much 
increased since our last report, and is now sufficient for 
630. 



Nuhbeb an Convicts Sentenced dhrins the Year. 
Transportation. Penai Servitude, 



14 and 15 years . 


21 


4 years, . . , 


420 


Above 15 years, * 


- 


C years and above 4, . 


54 


Life, . # 


12 


10 years and above 6, 


9 






Life, , , 


2 


Total, . 


33 


Total, 


485 


Total number of Convicts 


sentenced in Ireland in 1S55, 


. s: 



b 
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Disposal of 
Convicts. 



Employment 

Convicts. 



Second Annual Report of the Directors 
Disposal of Convicts. 

Removed to Bermuda, per ship “ William, ” , . . 300 

Discharged — having completed their sentences at home, 632 
Ditto, ditto ditto at Bermuda 

and Gibraltar, . , . .188 

820 

Total, 1,120 

Employment of Convicts. 

° f They have been employed on the Public Works at 
Spike Island, Haulbowline, and the Forts at the Mouth 
of Cork Harbour, or at Trades in the other prisons. 

We are much gratified in being enabled to report that 
we have succeeded in establishing a proper system 
throughout the Convict Establishments ; and what we 
foreshadowed as our intentions in our Report of last 
year, we have, as far as possible, carried out. Adult 
male prisoners, with very rare exceptions (caused by 
physical inability to undergo separation), are trans- 
mitted as soon as possible from the County Gaols to 
Mountjoy Prison, where they are subjected to nine 
months’ strictly separate imprisonment ; they are then 
employed either on Public W orks at Spike Island and 
the Forts at Cork Harbour, or at Trades at Philipstown, 
Newgate, and Smithfield. We have erected an iron 
moveable prison at Philipstown, capable of holding 250 
convicts, who will be employed in extending the prison 
buildings. Some of these will be transferred from accom- 
modation suitable for invalids, and enable us to remove 
prisoners of that class from the different establishments 
where they have been unavoidably detained. We have 
also altered and provided for the warming of eighty cells 
in the old gaol, so that. 330 prisoners, on removal from 
separate confinement, can now be accommodated at 
Philipstown, on the most improved system of prison 
discipline, viz., separate sleeping cells. 

We have, in every possible manner, endeavoured to 
separate the juveniles from the adults, and regret that a 
difficulty in obtaining a suitable site for a Juvenile 
Penal Reformatory, has delayed our making the pro- 
gress we should have desired. A Bill is, however, imme- 
diately to be brought before Parliament, for the purpose 
of enclosing the Commons of Lusk (situated about ten 
miles from Dublin), for this purpose ; and we now 
trust that we shall shortly he in a position to proceed 
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with the necessary works. We still retain the juvenile 
convicts at Mountjoy and Philipstown Prisons, and have 
reason to believe this is the best arrangement we could 
have made, both as regards the prevention of further 
contamination, and the inculcation of industrial habits. 
In our last Report we complained of the inefficient state 
of the Educational Departments of the Convict Depots, 
and stated the importance we conceived should be 
attached to them in this country, recommending at the 
same time they should be placed under the inspection 
of the National Board of Education. Experience has 
proved that we were correct in our opinion ; the report 
of Mr. M‘Gauran, the Head Schoolmaster at Mountjoy 
Prison, showing, that after a very careful examination of 
the prisoners at that establishment, he found that 96’2 
per cent, were almost without any education at all ; a 
fact, we submit, calling for every exertion to render the 
educational machinery as perfect as possible, in order to 
open the minds of the prisoners, by a system of training 
as well as teaching. 

Sensible of the very great importance of establishing 
a proper system of education in the prisons, through 
which, unfortunately, thousands of human beings 
must pass, who are in turn subjected to its influ- 
ence, we are gratified at being enabled to state that, 
although much of the past year has been taken up in 
arranging schoolrooms, classifying prisoners according 
' to their attainments, appointment of schoolmasters, &c., 
a great desire has already been evinced by the prisoners 
to receive instruction ; and this is more remarkable, as 
proceeding from some advanced in age who, at the com- 
mencement of the year, attended school with the greatest 
reluctance. This applies both to males and females, 
and we believe so desirable a result has been achieved 
through great exertion on the . part of the teachers. 
Lectures have been established and attended with visible 
success ; the great stumbling-block to improvement has 
been the low and depressing opinion that prisoners in 
general hold of their own qualifications, believing it to 
be impossible that, they are susceptible of improvement. 
The exertion required from the instructor to remove 
an impression so detrimental to progress, can be of no 
ordinary kind, as his constant labour should be that 
of illustrating and picturing out to the minds of the 
instructed : but this is no light task, and few there are, 

b 2 
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however gifted they may he in knowledge, who can 
reallv give effect to this desideratum of all education, 
hut more especially that of the pauper and criminal. 

Mr. Coyle (an Inspector of the National Board of 
Education), has recently visited the Dublin Convict 
Prisons’ Schools, and made many valuable suggestions, 
which we feel confident mil advance the cause of educa- 
tion ; it is by the constant visits of the Inspectors, and 
adopting their suggestions from time to time, that we 
may hope to render the Prison Schools what they should 
he — one of the primary elements of reformation. 

We have been under the necessity of making many 
changes amongst the prison officers, which, we feel con- 
vinced, will tend to the furtherance of prison discipline 
and reformatory treatment throughout the service. The 
establishment of fines amongst the warders, and a 
clear understanding that an officer proved to be under 
the influence of liquor, will not be retained in the service, 
have produced the beneficial results anticipated. We 
believe that there are very few officers now in the service 
who would not feel they had disgraced themselves, if 
guilty of conduct formerly too common. 

The probation of six months, to which each warder is 
subjected on joining the service, has been found to work 
well ; many who entered with an idea that there was 
nothing to do, have found out their mistake, and resigned, 
others who have evinced their unfitness for prison offi- 
cers, have not had their appointments confirmed. 

We anticipated that on the commencement of the new 
system, whilst in a transition state, both as regards offi- 
cers and prisoners, many subjects of jarring, disappoint- 
ment, and discontent, would he likely to arise and cause 
troubles in the prisons ; this was the case to some extent, 
and called for the exercise of great discrimination and 
firmness on the part of the local prison authorities. 

We regret to state, many violent and turbulent offences 
having occurred in the early part of the year, it became 
necessary to resort to severe punishments, which, how- 
ever, were carefully watched by the medical officers; 
these occurred principally during the disorganization of 
Philipstown Prison, 

We are happy to state, however, that the system is 
now thoroughly understood and appreciated by officers 
and prisoners, who are aware that although the evil- 
disposed will assuredly receive the treatment their con- 
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duct merits, those who have chosen a different course 
will meet with every encouragement. 

The system of classification, although a task of great 
labour, works well, and will amply compensate the 
public service the additional time required to carry it 
out ; its importance, through the facility it affords of 
individualizing each prisoner, cannot be easily exag- 
gerated. 

The juveniles can at present be scarcely treated as 
satisfactorily as could be wished. Further contamina- 
tion is prevented, and education and industrial occupa- 
tions, as far as trades are concerned, are promoted as 
much as possible ; but we have no land attached to the 
prisons, and cannot expect really satisfactory results 
until the erection of the “Juvenile Penal Reformatory,” 
when prison construction, and the various occupations 
of farm labour, will aid properly selected officers in 
bringing about the reformation we seek to produce. 
We rejoice to find it is the intention of the Irish 
Government to bring in a Bill for the “ reformation of 
juvenile offenders.” We have long felt the importance 
of commencing the reformation of criminals at an early 
age, and before they are as hardened in crime as the 
majority are who come to the convict establishments. 
Parental responsibility, duly enforced, will do more to 
check the training for crime, which unhappily too. often 
prevails amongst the class from whom these children 
emanate, than any other measure that has been proposed. 
There are many alterations we should wish to see in the 
English Act : amongst others, we should prefer the age 
of admission to be restricted to juveniles under fourteen, 
instead of sixteen. W e should prefer that a stipulation 
should be made, that the imprisonment to which a 
juvenile is to be subjected before he is committed to a 
reformatory, should he “ separate hut we must hope 
that experience in the practical working of these institu- 
tions will suggest beneficial changes, and thankfully 
accept what we consider will he the means, under Provi- 
dence, of reducing the criminal population. 

With regard to female convicts, we have devoted 
much attention to carry out the plans proposed m our 
last year’s Report concerning them, and have observ eel 
a manifest improvement in their general demeanour 
and conduct. This we attribute in some measure to 
the efforts made by our teachers to open their minds 
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by education, and to engender babits of self-control. 
Many, instead of sullenly brooding oyer their past life, 
now look forward with hope to the future. Even women 
advanced in life, who have spent most of their career in 
prison, and who at first would not attend school, and 
seemed incapable of understanding the advantages of 
education, are now amongst the most assiduous in their 
classes. A difference in their conduct is already appa- 
rent ; they are more orderly and obedient to the rules, 
and make efforts to exercise that self-command, the 
want of which has so often led them into crime. We 
trust that, under the new arrangements in the prisons, 
and a system of Refuges and patronage on discharge, 
which we are now advocating, many convicts formerly 
considered irreclaimable, will finish their career as good 
members of society. 

On the subject of education, Mrs. Lidwill, the Superin- 
tendent of the Cork depot, expresses herself as follows : 

“I find that the effect of school instruction has been, in most in- 
stances, to, as it were, awaken the minds of the prisoners, and improve 
their natural comprehensions, to make them more docile, more easily 
brought to see the value of cleanliness and order, and to inspire them 
with a considerable feeling of self-respect ; many of them seem by 
education to have become better able to compi-ehend the folly anil 
wickedness of their previous lives, and experience a strong feeling of 
repentance. I have observed, too, that as they make progress in 
school education, their conduct in the prison proportionately improves ; 
and that some who have come from the county gaols, with very tur- 
bulent characters, and apparently of very violent dispositions, have 
become, under the influence of education, conformable to discipline.” 

Mr, Synnott, the Governor, and Mrs. Rawlins, the 
Superintendent of Grangegorman, both dwell on the 
importance of this training. Prisoners are subjected, 
on conviction, to four months’ separate confinement, as 
far as the accommodation at our disposal will admit, 
after which they are removed to the industrial classes, 
and employed in works suitable to their sex. The sys- 
tem of badges and gratuities works particularly well as 
applied to the female convicts, and calls forth good 
qualities which would otherwise have lain dormant. Mr. 
Synnott says — 

“Classification and the badges have already proved to be of great 
moment, and are well calculated as auxiliaries in producing happy 
results, and a further and more steady development of individual 
merit.” 

Mrs. Rawlins states — 

“ The prisoners in the higher classes have exhibited much anxiety 
to keep their position, while those in the lower endeavour, in many 
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instances, to raise themselves, and have tried to overcome dispositions 
which bring them into blame, as well as to apply themselves to work 
and the means provided for their improvement.” 

Up to the end of 1853 all female convicts were sent to 
Australia, where, on their discharge, they had an oppor- 
tunity, in a new country, of finding an honest means of 
livelihood ; and the individual, if unreformed, did not 
fail back into the stream of society in this country to 
contaminate it by her example. _ Transportation having 
comparatively ceased as a punishment, and with it the 
means of disposal of female convicts in another country, 
it is necessary to provide prison accommodation for the 
number to be maintained in Ireland : a new prison is in 
progress of erection at Mountjoy, Dublin, in which we 
hope to concentrate the whole of our female convicts, and 
preserve, throughout the entire establishment, a proper 
course of prison discipline. In the meantime, we have 
endeavoured to relieve the county prisons to some 
extent by increasing tbe accommodation at Cork Depot, 
■which now holds 370 prisoners, notwithstanding which 
great and just complaints are still made by Boards of 
Superintendence and Inspectors of County Gaols of the 
improper location of convicts in their prisons, to the 
great and manifest detriment of discipline, order, and 
management. For this reason, as well as the time having 
arrived for carrying out the system of tickets of licence, 
we considered that arrangements were necessary by 
which the numbers of females in the depots should be 
reduced, and the county gaols relieved from prisoners 
not properly belonging to them. To effect this, it is 
necessary that some provision should be made for the 
gradual absorption into the community of such convicts 
as would be entitled, under existing rules, to tickets of 
llC6llC6 

Great difficulties present themselves in the final dis- 
posal of female convicts. A man can obtain employ- 
ment in various ways m out-door service, not requiring, 
in all cases, special "reference to character, and at work 
which is not open to females in this country. A woman, 
immediately on discharge from prison, is totally de- 
prived of any honest means of obtaining a livelihood. 
Persons of her own class will object to associate _ m 
labour with her, even if employers were willing to give 
her -work ; and the well conducted portion of the com- 
munity object to receive into tlieir families, as domestic 
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servants, persons so circumstanced, without a stronger 
guarantee and proof of their real and permanent refor- 
mation than would be afforded by a prison character. 

Refuges for female prisoners on discharge from prison, 
■in which their good resolutions can be tested, and pro- 
vision made for a continuance in virtue, are now estab- 
lished in different parts of the Continent, where trans- 
portation not having • been used as a punishment, the 
reformed female oonvict returns to her place in society ; 
and the community, after she has been subject to 
proper tests, is willing to receive her. We are con- 
vinced facilities must be afforded for the separation of 
the well-disposed from the evil-minded, and for turning 
the qualities of the former to a good account. This, we 
conceive, can only be clone in this country in establish- 
ments so managed as to produce reformation of the 
inmates, and at the same time afford to society such 
assurance of that reformation as will be received with 
confidence by those who are likely to give them a means 
of earning. their bread by honest industry. We believe 
that if the plan here proposed is carried out in its in- 
tegrity, much will be done, not merely in the disposal 
of our .convicts, but also in the diminution of crime 
generally in the country. In the treatment of criminals, 
when the primary object of punishment is accomplished, 
and reformation is presumed to be effected, the means 
are still required of testing that reformation, and of 
affording the former delinquents the necessary oppor- 
tunity of showing their fitness to be restored to society. 

In the Convict Depot, before the individual becomes 
eligible for a ticket of licence, the crime has been expi- 
ated, and reformation apparently effected; but that 
reformation lias still to be tested, and the public mind 
must be satisfied and bave complete confidence in the 
value of the test to which she is submitted.' A Govern- 
ment institution would answer for a mere refuge, but not 
as a medium through which the individual will be re- 
established in society ; for under any rules, it will he 
looked upon as a prison, and on the discharge of the 
inmates, the same difficulties will be- felt as at present 
in our Convict Depots. Dor this reason, instead of in- 
creasing the existing Government prison establishments 
— a plan attended with much expense, delay, and diffi- 
culty — we proposed, in December last, to the Irish 
Government, that convicts whose conduct has been 
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exemplary should be drafted into existing private cha- 
ritable institutions willing to receive them, where the dis- 
position of each inmate would be studied, and the certi- 
ficate of character founded on that study, together with 
recommendations which would then be. considered suffi- 
ciently satisfactory to obtain her employment ; the pri- 
soners, in all such institutions, should be under the general 
supervision and inspection of the Convict Directors. By 
this means accommodation would be left in the Govern- 
ment prisons for those now in the county gaols, the 
prisoners themselves much benefited, and better prepared 
for their ultimate release. In order to carry out this plan, a 
certain number of exemplary convicts should be selected 
from the Government prisons, at periods varying accord- 
ing to circumstances, previous to the time when in the 
usual course they would become eligible for discharge, 
and be sent to such private establishments, and not 
released therefrom under, at least, three months ; and 
not then unless immediate and proper employment 
should offer, excepting, however, cases where prisoners 
become regularly entitled to their discharge, from having 
completed their sentence ; and special cases to he deter- 
mined upon by the Directors, and sanctioned by the Ex- 
ecutive. Should, however, a prisoner misconduct herself, 
she would he liable to re-committal to the Convict Depot 
to undergo her original sentence. It is obviously most 
desirable to enlist public sympathy and interest in any 
scheme for the employment of discharged female prison- 
ers ; this object we consider will be best attained in the 
manner proposed. Eor the purpose of providing situa- 
tions for the inmates, and so preventing their relapse into 
crime, we are given to understand that a number of bene- 
volent ladies are nulling to manage, gratuitously, a Societe 
de Patronage, in connexion with the institution, such as 
has been found to work so' well on the Continent, espe- 
cially that established in 1837 by M. de Metz in Paris, in 
connexion with the great Prison of St. Lazare, and under 
the presidency of Madame de Lamartine, through which 
700 females have passed, with scarcely a serious relapse. 
Ofthis institution, M. Berenger de la Drone, President a 
la Corn- de Cassation a Paris, in his admirable work, “ De 
la Repression Penale,” lately published, says “ Prbs 
de 200 jeunes liberies sont aujourd'liui riunies dans une 
maison , situee rue de- Vaugirard, qui est dirigie par cles 
soeurs relicjieuses, sous V inspection des dames de la societe. 
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Lorsque ces jeunes files sont suffisamment preparees et 
corrig&es, ces dames les placent comme domestiques ou 
comme ouvribres dans des maisons choisies avec soin; 
dies leur servent alors de patronesses, les assistent de leur 
conseils , de leurs encouragements, et de leur maternelle 
surveillance. 700 jeunes files environ, aprZs avoir pass'e 
par la maison de rfforme, ont ainsi repu, au dehors, la 
destination a laquelle cliacune d’elles 6tait propre, et ont, 
a peu d’ exceptions prtes, ripondu, par VhonnetetS de 
leur vie, aux efforts qui avaient StS faits pour les ramener 
au Men.” 

At Montpelier, from a similar institution, 360 pri- 
soners have returned to their families, or been placed 
in situations, out of which number only six have fallen 
back into crime since 1847, 

We have to express our conviction that the proposed 
arrangement is calculated to confer great advantages 
on the persons intended to be benefited, and on the 
public at large, by the results expected from it and ex- 
perienced in other countries, 

With respect to the medical department of the ser- 
vice, we find that our anticipations, as mentioned in our 
last Report, have been realized. 

We stated that we had recommended alterations in 
the arrangements for the supply of medicines to the 
Dublin prisons, by which, in addition to the duties being 
more efficiently performed, a saving of public money in 
this item alone would be effected of from £150 to £200 
a year. 

We were not able to put the new system into force 
until the commencement of the financial year ; and not- 
withstanding that a stock of medicines had to be provided, 
and other expenses incurred, contingent on the opening 
of the new surgeries, &c,, the cost of these items to 
the Dublin prisons, for the nine months ending 31st 
December, 1855, has been not greater than the, charge 
made to the same prisons by the apothecaries for medi- 
cines during the first three months of the year under the 
old system. On this subject the medical officer of New- 
gate and Smithfield observes : — “ The new arrangements 
for the supply of medicines to those prisons, which came 
into operation in April last, has proved not only more 
economical , but more convenient and effective, than the 
former system. The economy resulting from it is strik- 
ingly exhibited by the fact , that the cost of the medicines 
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used in the prisons, in the first three months of the year 
1855, amounted to £37 10s. 10r /. ; while that of those 
supplied during the remaining nine months , including the 
stock in hand, was only .£'.32 6s. 6df 

The alterations we made in the hospital accommodar. 
tion in the old prison of Newgate proved most beneficial 
to the patients. The acute type which diseases formerly- 
assumed in that prison is now no longer perceptible ; 
and although the number of invalids drafted there, in 
consequence of the increased hospital accommodation, 
is greater than in former years, still the mortality has 
diminis hed, as will be seen from the following table : — • 



NEWGATE. 





1854 . 


1855 . 


Average daily number in hospital, 


17 


32 


Number of externs, . . , 


10 


— 


Number of deaths during the year, 


17 


14 



This is not the case in Smithfield, a prison formerly 
considered much more healthy than Newgate, where 
circumstances did not justify us in making any altera- 
tions in the hospital, 



SMITHFIELD, 





1854 . | 


1855 . 


Average daily number in hospital, , 


29 


33 


Number of deaths during the year, , 


16 


17 



We also stated in our Report that we considered 
the climate of Spike Island unsuited to invalids, and 
recommended that a portion of the establishment at 
Philipstown should be devoted to this class. The in- 
valids fit for removal we consequently transferred 
from Spike Island. This alteration has had the most 
happy effect on the lives of the convicts committed to 
our charge. The following Table shows the number of 
deaths in the two prisons during the year 1854, when 
invalids were treated at Spike Island, and the year 1855, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 







12 Second Annual Report of the Directors 



when, for the most part, they were transferred to Philips- 
town : — 







1854. 






1S55. 






Spike 

Island. 


Philips- 

town. 


Total. 


Spike 

Island. 


Philips- 

town. 


Total. 


Number of Prisoners, . 
Average daily number 


1,976 


314 


2,290 


1,429 


348 


1,777 






of sick, . 


239 


37 


276 


102 


101 


203 


Number of deaths, 


228 


13 


241 


72 


29 


101 


Per Centage on Prison 














Population, 


11-5 


■4 


10-5 




8-3 


5-7 



Although the mortality in these prisons, having been 
reduced from 241 to 101, making a difference of 4'8 per 
cent, in the deaths, is a more favourable result than 
could have been expected, if we examine the monthly 
table of deaths during the two last years in these 
prisons, we may anticipate that the mortality will be 
even further decreased during the ensuing year, as it 
was much greater in the first four months of 1855 than 
afterwards, in consequence of so many patients being 
unable to bear removal from Spike Island. 



Comparative Statement of the Deaths in Piiilipstown and Spike 
Island Convict Prisons, for the year 1854-55. 



Mouth. 


1854. 


1855. 


Difference. 


Philips- 
town. : 


1 

Spike. 


Total. 


Spike. 1 


Philips- 

town. 


Total. 


January, . 


i 


29 


30 


10 


3 


13 


17 


January. 


February, . 


2 


29 


31 


13 


3 


16 


15 


February. 


March, 


1 


38 


39 


17 


2 


19 


20 


March. 


April, 


1 


27 


28 


10 


3 


13 


15 


April. 


May, 


2 


26 


28 


8 


1 


9 


19 


May. 


June, 


2 


16 


18 


6 


3 


9 


9 


June. 


July, 


2 


11 


13 


- 


3 


3 


10 


July. 


August, 


- 


21 


21 


1 


2 


3 


18 


August. 


September, 


1 


5 


6 


3 


2 


5 


1 


Sept. 


October, . 


- 


8 


8 


2 


2 


4 


4 


October. 


November, 


— . 


i 10 


10 


1 


i 


9 


S 


Nov. 


December, . 


1 


8 


9 


1 


4 


5 


4 


Dec. 




13 


! 228 


241 

I 


72 


29 


101 


140 





Of those who were transferred at a later period of the 
year, Dr. Kelly, the Medical Officer of Philipstown, says: 

“ The 49 prisoners coming from Spike Island in March and April, 
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were, indeed, most melancholy examples of consumption and scrofula, 
in its most advanced stage, demanding the utmost care and attention 
for their alleviation and cure. I would adduce them as the most con- 
vincing proof of the healthful nature of this locality (Philipstown) ; 
for all, save six, which were hopeless from the moment of their arrival, 
are now almost perfectly restored to health,” 

The hospital accommodation at Spike Island is now 
much improved. In Philipstown the additional hos- 
pital accommodation is now finished, and will he occu- 
pied by patients immediately. 

No case of lunacy has originated in any of our 
prisons during the past year. Two insane convicts were 
received from the county gaols, and one from Bermuda, 
and transferred to the Criminal Lunatic Asylum. 

The subject on which we have felt great anxiety, and 
to which we alluded as of the utmost importance in 
our last Report, is the employment of the well-disposed 
convict on discharge ; for without we can further this, we 
cannot anticipate a satisfactory termination to the refor- 
matory treatment we have endeavoured to institute in 
the prisons. It has now been decided that “ Tickets of 
Licence” shall be issued to those prisoners eligible by 
character and length of imprisonment, and in carrying 
out these instructions we feel the very great responsibility 
which attaches to ns. We know that the public look 
with alarm upon arrangements which they consider con- 
sist in turning loose upon the community men convicted 
in most instances of very serious crimes. We are aware 
how sceptical persons are of a reformation tested alone 
by prison surveillance, under a comparative absence of 
temptation; that the press teems with outrages committed 
by “Ticket of Licence” men ; that the system is denounced 
by some of those administering the criminal justice of 
the country as an unmitigated evil ; but we do not hear 
the suggestion of a remedy. Our colonies will not (with 
the exception of Western Australia) receive our convicts ; 
there is, therefore, no alternative hut that, for the most 
part, they must be discharged at home. 

We have deeply considered this responsibility,, and in 
recommending prisoners for tickets of licence, shall hear 
in mind the Lord Chancellor’s intentions expressed in the 
House of Lords, in 1853, that it was not contemplated to . 
turn a mass of unemployed convicts loose upon the 
country, but that means would he taken to assist them 
in procuring employment, and employing them in. the 
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interim. With this very intelligible principle as our 
guide, and considering, if necessary in England, it is 
doubly so in this country, we are endeavouring, as a 
preliminary step or stage to so important an under- 
taking, to collect prisoners eligible for discharge (from 
length of imprisonment and exemplary character), 
in certain establishments belonging to our service, 
and specially devoted to the purpose — at Smith- 
field, in Dublin, where those acquainted with trades, 
and the infirm of the selected class can be profitably 
occupied, and at Fort Camden, near the mouth of 
Cork Harbour, where the able-bodied of the same 
class can be employed on the fortifications. These 
establishments will act as filterers between the prisons 
and the community ; but to enable them to be really 
such, the system pursued in them must be of such a 
character as to test the reformation of the prisoner, and 
throw him more on himself ; hard work and coarse fare 
must be the rule, and in the evenings carefully selected 
lecturers may inculcate lessons of practical utility. It 
is important that these establishments should be as 
self-supporting as possible, the officers connected with 
them should be cognizant of some branch of industry, 
and give the public the benefit of their own labour — the 
prisoners may be employed in offices and avocations that 
could not be sanctioned in a prison, but which, in this 
intermediate stage, would tend to engender self-respect. 
We believe that, by means of these establishments, we 
shall obtain a further insight into the prisoner’s cha- 
racter through individualization, and thus be enabled to 
recommend the really deserving for tickets of licence. 
We consider that the community will have greater 
faith in such a test than they would in a character 
earned merely under prison discipline; but in re- 
commending these intermediary establishments, we 
had a further view than the mere amelioration of the 
system of issuing tickets of licence ; we considered that 
they would equally work for good towards the termina- 
tion of penal servitude sentences ; that they would tend 
to the solution of a very important question, “ the treat- 
ment of our criminals that the good and evil can be 
thereby properly tested and separated — the former to be 
aided in the onward path of reformation, the latter, when 
discharged in the usual course at the expiration of their 
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sentences, to be noted to the police of their district as 
requiring special supervision. This will not he a matter 
of such difficulty as may at first appear, the fact of not 
having passed through these establishments will he 
sufficient grounds for warning the police. Many, it is 
expected, will enter them in consequence of their exem- 
plary prison character who, on being tested, will fail, and 
be returned to the penal establishments. Registers will 
be kept, and every aid given to further the efforts of 
these selected prisoners in obtaining employment at 
home and in the Colonies. A diminution of crime 
(which is confined to fewer individuals than is generally 
supposed) must be the consequence ; and what is of great 
importance, it will always place at the disposal of the 
Government a large number of prisoners, whose labour 
can be employed economically on public works, such 
as Harbours of Refuge, &c., who will require less super- 
vision than ordinary prisoners, and who can be located 
in any accommodation that may be offered, instead of 
requiring special prison construction. We have com- 
menced this system, and have every confidence in its suc- 
cess. We believe, if properly carried out, and extended 
with the assistance of the police and constabulary, it 
will, through the two important channels of directing 
and preventing, be made the means of exercising an 
influence over the criminal population generally, which 
cannot well be too highly appreciated. 

We have reason to be dissatisfied with the working Trades, 
of the manufacturing department during the past year; 

Mr. Hickson, the Accountant employed by the Govern- 
ment to inspect the Stores’ Books, and adjust disputed 
debts, liabilities, &c., after many months’ labour has suc- 
ceeded in placing them in such a state as will remove 
the complication of years. This gentleman reports that 
although the principle is good on which we have placed 
the manufacturing department since we have been in 
office, as explained by us in our last Report, it will be 
absolutely necessary that a larger staff should, be ap- 
pointed, and gentlemen at much higher salaries, and 
of greater efficiency, fill the office of Book-keepers. 
After carefully considering this matter, we do not feel 
ourselves justified in recommending an increased ex- 
pense to the Government. An arrangement has, there- 
fore, been submitted and approved, transferring some of 
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the work from the store department to the different 
prisons and this office, by which the service will be con- 
ducted more efficiently and economically; at the same 
time, the Superintendent of Trades will be enabled to 
devote his services to the purpose for which he was more 
especially engaged. 

With regard to Mountjoy Prison we have been 
enabled, through the great watchfulness of Dr. Rynd, 
to realize the anticipations contained in our last Report. 

The prisoners now not subjected to separate impri- 
sonment on their first, arrival in the Government Prisons, 
are very rare exceptions ; and it is gratifying to feel 
that the most important feature in prison discipline is 
now brought to bear on nearly every adult male prisoner 
sentenced to transportation or penal servitude. Dr. 
Rynd’s report with reference to this subject shows what 
may be achieved by constant observation on the part of 
the Medical Officer, provided he is intrusted with the 
power of regulating the quantity of exercise he considers 
necessary in each case. The educational department 
advances satisfactorily; arrangements are in progress to 
form a verv good school ancl lecture room. At present 
instruction takes place. in the wards, which, for many 
reasons, is undesirable. 

We have found it necessary to remove, from time to 
time, many prisoners who have seriously misconducted 
themselves in the other prisons to Mountjoy, in order 
that they may undergo a course of penal discipline 
which tlieir conduct evinces that they require ; in many 
cases these prisoners, from a former want of system, had 
never been previously subjected to separateimprisonment. 

In Newgate Prison, as a general rule, only tradesmen 
and men physically unfitted for public works are con- 
fined. The increase to, and improvement in, the hospital 
accommodation, which was of the worst description, has 
been of the utmost value : it is now suitable for forty- 
five invalids. An alteration is being made in the fittings 
of the schoolroom, which will allow of simultaneous 
instruction in larger classes, — an arrangement recom- 
mended by Mr. Coyle, the Inspector of National Schools, 
which will be productive of great advantage. 

This prison will no longer be appropriated exclu- 
sively to the confinement of Roman Catholics ; it was a 
bad arrangement, productive of great evils. 
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Newgate Prison, as we have before observed, can 
never, from its faulty construction, be a fit place to 
pursue a proper course of discipline. 

Sinithfield has now been appropriated to a class ofsmithfieia 
prisoners who are tradesmen and invalids. &c., who, Plison ' 
from length of service and good conduct, are considered 
worthy of consideration for discharge on tickets oflicencej 
their reformation and eligibility willbe here farther tested; 
and an accurate register kept of those who are offered em- 
ployment, where they go, and every particular that it is 
possible to obtain ; thus enabling us, as We consider, 
not only better to weigh our recommendations, but also 
to trace the career of the prisoner after he has left. 

There will be indulgences granted here which could 
not be allowed in the other prisons > at the same time 
the labour hours will he increased, and instruction given 
in the evening. We have made arrangements that 
Mr. Organ, a gentleman highly recommended by the 
National Board, should, during the hours devoted to 
this purpose, give such lectures and lessons as shall he 
practically useful to the prisoners. 

In this stage of imprisonment we have recommended 
the payment of the gratuities to 4 the convicts should 
depend on the amount of work performed — an arrange- 
ment which would be unsound where prisoners of good 
and bad character are indiscriminately detained, but 
which it appears to us is quite proper, where all the 
inmates are of exemplary character. 

A large reduction in the staff of this establishment 
has become necessary, as only trades-warders and those 
required to keep the books need he retained ; the pri* 
soners will do much for themselves that was formerly 
performed by officers. Amongst other changes it will 
he incumbent on us to recommend the retirement of Mr. 

Lamb, the Governor, whose office will now no longer he 
necessary. We beg to call attention to his very long- 
service of forty-one years, and at the same time to 
express our high sense of his worth and the faithful 
manner in which he has performed his duties, often 
under circumstances, we are persuaded, of great difficulty 
and responsibility, both as a governor and accountant. 

We do not doubt this establishment, under proper 
management, being self-supporting, as far, at all events, 
as the able-bodied are concerned. 

c 
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tow— W e have every reason to be satisfied with the improve- 

ment that has taken place throughout this establishment. 
Education, through the untiring energy of Miss Denvir, 
the schoolmistress, is at last appreciated; and many 
women much advanced in years are now mixed in the 
classes, and are profited by what they hear. The change 
of avocation appears to work well, and the classification 
system obtains all the good effects we had anticipated 
from it. This prison has not the advantages of Cork, 
in the being able to place the newly convicted in 
separation ; we have therefore arranged, that with 
few exceptions, the first stage of imprisonment will be 
at Cork. 

We have before mentioned a proposition we have 
made to aid the restoration of female convicts to the 
community. We can only say that what can be done in 
a prison to aid reformation, inculcate industrious habits 
and self control, is here carried out. 

PMiipsfmm In August last we recommended the transfer of Mr. 

Hogreve, the Governor of Spike Island, to Philipstown 
convict depot ; the increase of accommodation to which, 
through the erection of an iron prison, called for an 
amount of activity and vigilance on the part of the 
Governor, which could not be expected from a person of 
Mr. Grace’s age. We regret that previous to his relief 
he was subjected to a violent attack from prisoners, some 
of whom were tried and sentenced to further imprison- 
ment, others we were compelled to remove to Mountjoy 
to undergo a course of penal discipline. Philipstown 
prison was in a great state of disorganization, and we 
were under the necessity of placing it in the charge of 
Mr. Netterville, the Governor of Mountjoy, until the 
arrival of Mr. Hogreve, the present Governor, who at 
great inconvenience to himself, cheerfully accepted a 
post where the public service urgently required him. 
Mr. Netterville succeeded in discharging disagreeable 
duties very ably, for upwards of two months. This 
disorganization has been completely remedied, and the 
present state of the Defaulters’ Book, evinces the discre- 
tion and sound judgment exercised by the Governor. 

The hospital accommodation is now very good, and is 
sufficient for 170 prisoners; workshops, a cookhouse, 
and laundry are in the course of erection ; the latter 
enabling the prisoners to wash for themselves, will effect 
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a. considerable saving; -weaving -will also be immediately 
prosecuted as a branch of industry. It is intended to 
erect a gas-house, by which it is expected economy will 
accrue to the public service. 

We regret to state that as yet we have not been able 
to secure any land for the employment of the prisoners, 
the terms required are so excessive, that we have deemed 
it better to wait more equitable proposals.- 

There is now a very good schoolroom, but we have to 
regret the loss of the head schoolmaster, Mr. Donaghy, 
who in the course of the past year, amidst many trials 
during the disorganization of the prison, which natu- 
rally extended to the school, succeeded by perseverance 
and great energy in establishing a good system, and 
generating in the instructed a desire to learn, which was 
far from being the case when he was appointed school- 
master. Although we regret Mr. Donaghy’s resignation 
as a loss to our service, we are glad to find that he has 
changed his field of action to a sphere more profitable 
for himself. At Mr. Kavanagh’s recommendation we 
have recommended the appointment of Mr. Farrelly, as 
successor to Mr. Donaghy ; he was formerly master of 
Tullamore workhouse school, and possesses the qualifi- 
cations -we require. 

The arrangement of the buildings here used, tern- 
porarily as a Female Convict Prison are most incon- 
venient ; and, however good they may have been for 
their original purpose (a lunatic asylum), they are 
in all respects unsuitable for carrying out a proper 
system of discipline and management. As a prison 
it is very insecure in almost every part, and is in 
general bad order. Considerable expense has been 
unavoidably incurred in repairs ; but to make it really 
safe would require an outlay which neither the 
nature and state of the buildings nor their tem- 
porary occupation would justify. There are 167 cells, 
and all prisoners on reception from the county gaols 
are subjected to a period of separate confinement in 
them ; hut their nature and arrangement is not what 
we could desire. „ „ . , , . » nik „ T ,,. nd 

"W e have every reason to feel satisfied with the general d**,. 
improvement in this prison, the progress which has been 
made towards the establishment of a really sound and 
healthy state of discipline, and in the moral and refor- 
matory treatment of the convicts confined therein. 

J c 2 
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Their appearance, bearing, ancl demeanour present a 
most marked change for the better, so much so as to be 
perfectly obvious even to the most casual observer. The 
alteration in their physical condition is most striking, 
the painfully depressed, degraded, and deplorable 
appearance which they until lately presented, and which 
was the subject of remark in our last Annual Report, 
and in the Reports of the Commissioners of Convict 
Inquiry in 1853-54, we can with confidence say no 
longer exist. 

A proper regard to the diet (which is coarse and plain, 
though good in quality, and confined strictly to what 
has been deemed, on competent medical authority, to 
be necessary and sufficient) ; together with a due atten- 
tion to the proper clothing and cleanliness of the prison- 
ers, has been productive of even more marked effects 
than we could have anticipated. Our statement that 
the physical condition of the convicts has been materially 
improved, is corroborated in a striking manner by the 
decrease of the mortality in the establishment during 
the year, a subject which is more particularly alluded 
to in another part of our Report. It is true that a con- 
siderable portion of the invalids have been removed from 
this station ; but it must be remarked that many being 
in a hopeless £tate, and unfit for removal, and others for 
whom no proper accommodation could be provided at 
the new invalid depot, have been unavoidably left at 
Spike Island ; still even after adding the deaths which 
have taken place among the invalids, subsequent to their 
removal from Spike Island, the decrease in the mortality 
has been such as would at first sight appear hardly 
credible,* 

The moral and industrial condition of the prisoners, 
has improved in nearly an equal ratio ; a great amount 
of cheerful and willing industry is generally exhibited 
by the convicts employed on the public works, and as a 
general rule, their conduct has been satisfactory. 

A careful classification of the convicts has been made, 
and has been in operation with very beneficial results 
during the greater portion of the year ; this, from the 
absence of any previous systematic organization of the 
prisoners, and of detailed records, by which their con- 
duct and character could be fairly tested, has proved a 
work of very considerable difficulty and trouble. A 

* See Tabular Statement, Page 12, 
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system of recording tlie conduct and character of each 
convict, under the separate heads of discipline (or general 
conduct), of conduct and progress in school, and of 
industry at trades, or on the public works, has been 
established; and badges are given to the convicts monthly, 
by which they are made acquainted with the nature of 
these records’ and of the progress made by them towards 
their promotion to the superior classes. The value of 
these badges, now that they have become understood by 
the convicts, are found to be fully appreciated by them, 
and to be productive of much emulation and general 
good results. That these badges are prized is frequently 
shown by the carefulness with which the marks are 
reckoned, and any apparent mistake is sought to be 
rectified.* 

The school in this prison has been completely re- 
organized and established on a sound and proper footing, 
and, as in the convict service generally, it has been 
placed under the inspection of the National Board of 
Education. It has been within the last few months 
only of the year 1855 that these arrangements have been 
effected, nevertheless their good results are becoming 
apparent ; much attention and desire for instruction is 
evinced on the part of the convicts generally. Mr. Harold, 
the principal schoolmaster, has shown much zeal, atten- 
tion, and intelligence in the performance of his arduous 
duties. 

On the whole, we have no hesitation in stating that 
the moral and physical condition of the convicts is so 
much improved, that should it be found expedient to 
remove any from this country to AVestern Australia, f 
we feel it may be done without any apprehension of 
complaints from the prison authorities in the colony, 
such as the following, which appears in a Report made 
by the Superintendent of Convicts at Fremantle, in 
allusion to the Irish convicts, under date 10th January, 
1854: — “ The reception of 600 men, who appeared lost to 
“ every independent thought or action, who were reduced 
“ to the condition of mere machines , who were debilitated 
“by protracted imprisonment, diseased to an alarming 
“ extent, indolent to a degree by long habit, and noticeally 

* Por a particular explanation of the nature of the classification badges, see 
Appendix. ... , 

t Should any opportunity of sending convicts to "Western Australia otter, tne 
class to be selected for this purpose would, as a general rule, be chiefly found m 
this prison. 
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“ ill-trained, was a task, under our circumstances, tf some 

“gravity.” _ 

From the comparatively short tune during which 
the present system has been in operation, and the un- 
suitable nature of the barrack accommodation which is 
used at Spike Island for prison purposes, it can hardly 
be expected that the condition of the convicts should 
be altogether so favourable as that presented in the 
convict. C prisons in England ; but we are decidedly of 
opinion that no very unfavourable contrast now exists. 

The improved state of this prison speaks well for the 
exertions and care of the superior officers ; and with 
them we have every reason to be satisfied, as, indeed, of 
the officers generally at the present time. 

Major Atkins has very ably and zealously performed 
his various duties as Local Inspector. 

During the early part of the year Mr. Hogreve was 
the Governor; and to his attention and unremitting 
exertions the present improved state of the prison is, in 
a great measure, to be attributed. This officer was re- 
moved, for the benefit of the service, to take charge of 
the Convict Depot at Philipstown, for the re-organization 
of which it was found necessary to secure the services of 
an able, zealous, and experienced officer. 

Mr. Hogreve was succeeded at Spike Island by Mr. 
Hay, an officer of considerable experience, who, although 
he had not previously been in the Convict sendee, has 
shown much ability and evinced great zeal and attention 
in the discharge of his duties, in which he has been well 
supported by the Chief Warden, Mr. Sporle, a most ex- 
cellent and deserving officer. 

Many of the inferior officers have been removed from 
the service during the last year, either by dismissal or 
resignation : some on account of drunkenness, others 
for holding improper communication with convicts and 
their friends. Much as these circumstances are to be 
lamented, we had too much reason to foresee their 
occurrence ; and the removal of these officers has been 
attended with beneficial results to the prison, as, for the 
most part, their places have been filled by a better class 
of persons. 

A very careful record is now kept of the conduct and 
character of all the officers, which records are periodi- 
cally examined by a Director. All new appointments 
are made on probation for the first six months, during 
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which period very special attention has been paid to 
their qualifications, conduct, &c. ; and in the event of 
such not proving satisfactory, their appointments have 
not been confirmed. The result of these measures has 
been a great improvement in the officers generally ; and 
on the whole, we have reason to consider the staff in 
this prison good and efficient. 

The reports of the Rev. T. Lyons, the Roman Catholic 
Chaplain, and of the Rev. T. O’Sullivan, the Assistant Ro- 
man Catholic Chaplain, show that the spiritual condition 
of the prisoners has been duly attended to; and we must 
observe, that much interest and desire to meet the views 
of the Directors, for the benefit and improvement of the 
prisoners, has been shown by the Chaplains. 

The iron prison, erected in the year 1851, which was 
found very unsuitable for the purpose intended, owing 
to the great and sudden changes of temperature to which 
it was liable, its great beat' in summer, and extreme 
cold in ■winter, and also from tbe dampness caused by 
the condensation of the breath of tbe inmates on the 
walls in cold weather, has been lined with a thin sheeting 
of wood covered with iron, leaving a clear space between 
this and the outer walls, through which a free current 
of air always passes. By this means the temperature 
has been equalized, and the experience of tbe past winter 
has proved the building to be, as described by the 
Governor of the prison, “ both strong and comfortable.” 

We attach considerable importance to this result, as 
it proves that similar buildings which may be readily 
erected at any time, in tbe course of about a couple of 
months, can, at a comparatively small expense, be made 
available for tbe reception of convicts on tbe site of any 
public works, tbe execution of which, by means of their 
labour, may be determined on. 

We are of opinion that the employment of convicts, 
selected on account of their general good character, 
&c.., in small bodies on public works in various locali- 
ties, under circumstances of exposure to the ordinary 
temptations and trials of the world, when the reality 
and sincerity of their reformation may be fairly and 
publicly tested, will present the most favourable chances 
for their gradual absorption into the body of the com- 
munity. The public feeling is too general that all 
convicts are alike, and they are judged by the standard 
of the . lowest and most degraded. Such being the case, it 
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is not to be wondered at that all respectable classes shrink 
from contact with them on their release from prison, as 
indeed they may well do, so long as they have a 
“ prison character” only to refer to, earned under a strict 
discipline, surveilkmce, and restraint. It is, doubtless, 
an established fact, that many of the worst and most 
hopeless criminals will behave well under such circum- 
stances, and will consequently obtain on discharge good 
“ prison character therefore, what guarantee can any 
one have, that in giving employment to a released convict, 
he is not harbouring a depraved and irreclaimable crimi- 
nal, if he has no means beyond this “ prison character” 
of learning any thing of him. It is well known to all 
who are acquainted with the class to be found in our 
Convict Prisons, that they present every description and 
shade of character, and very various degrees of guilt, 
crime and depravity ; that many of the inmates have 
fallen from weakness, distress, and force of circumstances, 
rather than from innate and absolute natural vice ; 
some are more hardened by a longer career in vice and 
crime, though still not destitute of all proper feelings, 
nor without some good ground for hope of their ultimate 
sincere repentance and permanent reformation ; while 
others, it must be admitted, are, humanly speaking, 
altogether vicious, almost dead to any good impressions, 
and hopelessly irreclaimable, but this last class is compara- 
tively small, "We hope, by means of a careful selection 
of convicts, according to their general as well as “ prison 
character,” by their employment in small bodies in 
various localities, comparatively as freemen (though 
under surveillance), that the public will gradually be- 
come convinced of the difference to which we have 
alluded, that many of these men are not utterly irre- 
claimable ; and that by degrees they will become willing 
to extend a helping hand to such as may really prove 
themselves deserving of their aid and encouragement. 

We believe that a general desire is felt by the com- 
munity at large to aid in the restoration of these fallen 
members of society, though all, or nearly all, shrink 
from personal contact with them ; however, when they 
become convinced that a careful discrimination has been 
exercised in the selection of the convicts to be employed in 
the manner indicated — that there are some of whose real 
and sincere reformation good hopes have been formed — 
and when they know that such reformation has been. 
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further thoroughly and publicly tested, we hope to find 
that this class of convicts at least will he no longer 
shunned as hopeless outcasts. If means cannot be 
devised to induce the community to hold out a helping 
hand to re-establish the reformed criminal, all schemes 
for their improvement and reformation within the pri- 
sons, however ably devised, however zealously carried 
out, must be comparatively fruitless. 

At Fort Camden, situated at the entrance to Cork 
Harbour, where -there is a branch of the Spike Island 
Prison, we have placed a party of selected convicts who 
are now employed, as nearly as circumstances will admit, 
in the manner which we suggest they should be on public 
works in various localities, on or shortly previous to 
their discharge or licence, or otherwise. This locality, 
although the best which we can at present command, is 
not altogether suitable for the objects which we have in 
view, inasmuch as being in a comparatively remote posi- 
tion, the convicts subjected to this probation are not 
thrown into the world as much as we could wish, and 
therefore are not placed under circumstances which 
present sufficient trials to afford altogether satisfactory 
tests of the extent to which confidence may he placed in 
their future good conduct, and the reality and stability 
of their reformation ; hut their employment here will 
afford opportunities of testing, in a considerable degree, 
their good intentions, and of judging their fitness to be 
trusted under circumstances presenting all the tempta- 
tions of ordinary life. We propose, therefore, even 
when we obtain works more suitable for the objects we 
have in view, to draft the selected convicts from Spike 
Island to this post in the first instance, before trusting 
them under circumstances of greater exposure, which 
will enable us the better to sift the really deserving from 
those who do not give much fair promise. 

The works which will be required at Lusk Com- 
mon, preparatory to its occupation as a juvenile penal 
reformatory, for which purpose we hope it will be 
shortly appropriated, will present one good field for the 
further trial of the scheme proposed. Here selected 
convicts employed on the works will be more thrown 
in the haunts of man, and the sincerity of their reforma- 
tion and good intentions will be fully, fairly, and 
publicly tested. 

The convicts thus selected will, of course, he compelled 
to work, at least, the ordinary hours required of free 
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labourers ; and we expect that their labour will more 
than cover the cost of .their maintenance and super- 
vision. 

Schooling and general instruction will be confined to 
the evenings, during the same hours which they might, 
if free, devote to similar purposes. 

We trust that other public works may be found on 
which the labour of this class of convicts may be profit- 
ably employed. 

Selected • convicts have as yet been tried to a very 
limited extent ; but so far as they have been placed 
under less than the ordinary restraints of the prison 
discipline, as at Fort Camden, and in the boat service of 
the prison, &c., their conduct has been almost uniformly 
unexceptionable, which, at least, gives encouragement 
for their being further tried. 

The ticket-of-licence system has not as yet been 
brought into actual operation in this country ; so large 
a number of convicts having remained in the various 
prisons who, according to the present state of the law, 
might be considered as entitled to their free discharge, 
on the ground of having served with good conduct the 
full period under a state of penal servitude established 
iu lieu of their respective sentences of transportation, 
that it has not heretofore been deemed safe or expedient 
to add to this number by discharging still more on 
tickets of licence. This class of convicts had accumu- 
lated in this country to an extent quite unknown in 
England, owing partly to the want of system which 
existed formerly in the selection of convicts for deporta- 
tion, and partly from their physical unfitness for trans- 
portation, which, until lately, existed among so large 
a portion of the Irish convicts. Subsequent to the 
appointment of the Commission of Convict Inquiry in 
1853, (that is, since 20th April, 1854, when prisoners, 
who had more than completed the proper equivalents 
of their sentences of transportation, were first dis- 
charged,) there have been 920 released. The class of 
prisoners who have served over the period of penal 
servitude established by law, as the equivalent for their 
sentences of transportation, has been disposed of, and it 
has become necessary that the system of release on’ licence 
should now be brought into operation, which we believe 
with due care, may be commenced without giving rise 
to any serious evils to society. 

We foresee that a great difficulty will arise in the 
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disposal of convicts sent home from Bermuda, from 
time to time in large numbers, with a view to being 
discharged on tickets of licence ; we cannot feel justi- 
fied in pursuing any different course, with regard to 
recommending them for this indulgence, than what 
we follow in our own prisons, under the sanction of 
the Lord Lieutenant. The conduct of several of these 
prisoners on their passage home, and since their arrival 
in this country, appears to render them fitter subjects 
for a course of separate imprisonment, than discharge 
on licence. We trust that in future, only those whose 
conduct throughout their imprisonment warrants such 
an indulgence, will be sent home with that view. 

We have the honour to be, 

Sib, 

Your obedient Servants, 

Walter F. Croeton, Chairman. 



C. R. Knight, 
John Lentaigne, 



Directors. 
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SPIKE ISLAND GOVERNMENT PRISON. spike island 

Government 

Prison. 

LOCAL INSPECTOR'S REPORT. iM-dlmpn. 

tor's Report. 

Spike Island Convict Prison, 

January, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to present my Report on the 
Convict Prisons of Spike Island, Forts Camden and Carlisle, 
for the year ending December, 1855. I do not deem it neces- 
sary to enter into lengthened details, as the Governor’s Report 
■will put you into possession more fully, under their.respective 
heads. 

Accommodation . — The prison accommodation during the Accommoda- 
past year has been greatly improved by the removal of a large tlon ' 
number of old. infirm, and sick, to the Philipstown Convict 
Establishment. The advantage has been twofold — in giving ad- 
ditional accommodation for able-bodied men for the public 
works, and the removal of the sick to a more salubrious locality. 

Employment, — The prisoners’ labour may be classed under Employment, 
the following heads: — For the Royal Engineer Department; 
the Admiralty; and for prison purposes generally. 

The works for the Royal Engineer Department consisted in 
quarrying and preparing stone for building purposes, and to 
complete the defences; mason’s, cai'penter’s. and smith’s work; 
removing mounds, and forming glacis : forming a tank, and 
making sewers and drains ; making and repairing trucks and 
wheel-barrows. 

The Admiralty work consisted in clearing a channel, and 
forming a breakwater at Ilaulbowline Island. 

The prison labour consisted in making shoes and prison 
clothing ; mending and washing ; making and re-making mat- 
tresses for prison bedding; and baking for the establishment. 

In wet weather, when there is no out-door work, the prisoners 
are employed in picking oakum and cocoa fibre. 

Trades. — The following trades have been, under skilled in- Tnuios. 
structors, taught the prisoners : — stone-cutting, masons, car- 
penters, smiths, nailers, tailors, and shoemakers. The results 
have been very satisfactory. 

Treatment . — No harshness on the part of any officer towards Treatment, 
a prisoner is permitted. The prisoners have every opportunity 
of communicating their wants to the superior officers. I am 
in almost daily intercourse with them, and always ready to 
hear their complaints. Their food is good and sufficient ; they 
are well clothed, and means provided for giving them dry 
clothing when they get wet upon the public works; and in case 
of accident, or sickness, medical aid is always at hand. 

School— A large proportion of the prisoners attend school School, 
daily, which is conducted on a greatly improved system, and I 
anticipate most favourable results. The moral and religious 
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training is particularly attended to. There are four Chaplains 
attached to the prison, whose reports will afford full informa- 
tion upon this most important subject. 

Conduct. — The general conduct of the prisoners has been 
good : far better than might have been expected in so large an 
associated prison. A few assault cases upon officers have 
occurred, but no instance of combined insubordination. Corporal 
punishment has only been resorted to in three instances. 

Health. — The health of the prisoners has been good, and 
very- few accidents have occurred ; none of a serious nature. 

Classification. — The prisoners have all been recently classed, 
and wear badges upon their arms, which show monthly the 
man's conduct, progress at his trade, at school, and his advance- 
ment towards his being placed in the exemplary class. From 
my observations, I think the prisoners highly value this system 
of recording their conduct and industry, and has an excellent 
effect in stimulating them to look to tlieir future prospects. 

Officers. — The conduct of the subordinate officers, generally, 
has been good; but 1 regret to state that the conduct of some 
has been such as to call for their dismissal. A good many 
have been guilty of drunkenness, a crime which, when clearly 
proved, invariably entails dismissal. 

Buildings. — The buildings being all, with the exception of 
two, recently built, in good order ; the ventilation is good. 

Escapes. — One prisoner effected his escape from Fort Cam- 
den, and another made an attempt, but was retaken a short 
distance from the Fort. 

Prison Rules. — I have used my utmost exertions to have the 
prison, rules faithfully carried out. Many breaches of prison 
discipline have arisen in consequence of contractors' workmen 
and other strangers constantly moving about the prison and 
island; but I have no reason to suspect the existence of any 
abuse connected with the establishment. 

Camden and Carlisle Forts. — The convict labour at Forts 
Camden and Carlisle has been exclusively under the control of 
the Royal Engineers, and the works carried on have been well 
and satisfactorily performed. The general conduct of the pri- 
soners has been good and orderly. The principal warders, in 
charge have discharged their duties in maintaining the disci- 
pline of their respective prisons to my satisfaction. 

Conclusion — In concluding this Report I can safely state 
that a visible improvement has taken place in the whole estab- 
lishment, in the appearance of the prisoners their energy upon 
the works, and their moral condition, that is very gratifying, 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Robert Atkins, Local Inspector. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Castle, Dublin. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons in Ireland, 



31 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. Spike Ist.and 

Government 

Spike Island Convict Prison, Prison. 

9tk January, lf56. GWmor'j 

Gentlemen, — In accordance with your directions, I have the P 
honour to submit the following Report and Statistical Returns 
of this Prison (as shown by the books) for the year ending the 
31st December,. 1855. 

Having only entered the service last September I have not Officers, 
sufficient material for a full and satisfactory report ; but, during 
that time, I have observed in many of the officers an anxiety 
and desire for the due performance of the duties with which 
they have b-'en entrusted; and the general conduct of the 
subordinate officers has been good, with some few exceptions 
of drunkenness and clandestine correspondence with prisoners’ 
friends; and in each case the offenders were dismissed or allowed 
to resign. 

Prom Mr. Hogreve, the late Governor, I received the prison Discipline, 
in a very excellent state of discipline, and I think I may here 
venture to say that it still continues so ; in the maintenance of 
which I have been guided by the able advice and assistance of 
Major Atkins, the Local Inspector : but in a labour prison of 
this extent, where so large a number of prisoners are associated 
together, both on the public works and in their wards, many cases 
of misconduct will occur, and, although of a trifling nature, 
require to be punished, both as an example for others and to 
maintain proper control and discipline. During my service there 
has been no case of a serious nature calling for special notice ; 
and on the whole the conduct of the prisoners exceeds my 
expectations both in discipline and industry. 

On an average, 1,080 prisoners have been daily employed Employment, 
on public works during the year, under the Royal Engineer 
department — some as masons and stone-cutters, the remainder 
as labourers. Of the former many are very good workmen ; 
and i may say that the whole number employed in building 
and stone-cutting have gained a, sufficient knowledge of their 
trades to enable them, on their discharge, to earn an honest 
livelihood, thus affording them the means of becoming useful 
and respectable members of society. One hundred and twenty 
convicts have also been employed for the last three months 
at Haulbowline in clearing a part of the channel, and building 
a sea wall for the Admiralty department. 

The tailoring, shoemaking, upholstery, baking, coopering, 
and tin-smith work required for the whole establishment is done 
by the convicts, under the superintendence of trades instructors. 

Bedding is also prepared for the Military and Ordnance Depart- 
ments ; and the Royal Engineer's department has a number of 
convicts employed as carpenters, nailers, blacksmiths, &c. 

In selecting the convicts to he employed at trades, the prison 
authorities look to age and character, and by way of induce- 
ment make the selection a reward for good conduct; it has 
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then the effect of stimulating others, and making them aid in 
the work of their own reformation. 

The working hours are from seven o’clock, a.m., until six 
o’clock, p.a , in the summer, allowing an hour for dinner ; and 
in the winter during daylight, viz., from seven and eight until 
four in the evening. Prisoners’ earnings are credited to them 
on the following scale: — Third class, \d per week; second 
class, 2 d . ; first class, for first six months, 3d. per week ; after 
six months, 4d.; exemplary class, 7d. per week. 

In the prison buildings and accommodation there is nothing 
required, that I am aware of, except additional cells for separate 
confinement, and ablution sheds which are about to be erected. 
The repairs and alterations of the iron prison are now' completed, 
and the prison occupied ; it is both strong and comfortable. 

In last August a prisoner escaped from Camden Fort, and 
has not been retaken ; a second attempt was made to escape 
from there in September, but the prisoner was watched by one 
of the warders and recaptured immediately; he was afterwards 
tried by a Director, and punished for the offence. 

1 he general conduct of the prisoners has been good, and 
every care taken of them as to moral discipline and employ- 
ment. The new system of badging proves a very great stimu- 
lant to good conduct. In conclusion I beg to state that the 
Chief Warder is deserving of great credit for his activity, energy, 
and perseverance in the discharge of the onerous duties he has 
to perform. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

Peter Hay, Governor. 

To the Directors of Convict 
Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



Spike Island Convict Prison, 
10th January, 1856. 

Gentlemen, —I hereby certify, that during my service I have, 
to the best of my knowledge and belief, complied with all the 
rules laid down for the government of this establishment. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

Peter. Hay. Governor. 

The Directors of Convict 
Prisons, Dublin Castle. 
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Spike Island 
Government 
Prison 

MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. — ' 

Medical Offi- 
cer’s Re-port. 

Dublin, 29 tli February, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with, your direction I have the 
honour to forward this my Medical Report of Spike Island 
Convict Prison for the past year. 

During that period the general health of the prisoners was 
very good, and presented marked improvement when compared 
with their condition in preceding years. 

On the 1st of January, 1855, the hospital contained 108 
patients, classified as follows : — 



Fever, 6 Contusion, .... 1 

Dysentery, . . _ . 8 Dyspepsia, .... 2 

Phthisis, and other Diseases of Pains, ..... 8 

the lungs, .... 28 Old Age and Debility, v _ . 5 

Ophthalmia, ...» 18 Convalescents, . . 14 

Scrofula, .... 7 

Abscess, .... 6 108 

Ulcers, 5 



During the year the admissions into hospital amounted to 
1,138, viz.:— 

Fever, 71 Stricture, .... 4 

Dysentery, . . . .121 Epilepsy, .... 1 

Phthisis, and other diseases of Abscess and Ulcers, . .107 

the lungs, .... 373 Prolapsus Ani, ... 1 

Ophthalmia, .... 204 Constipation, 1 

Dyspepsia, .... 9 Haemorrhoids, . . . 3 

Scrofula, . ... 33 Fistula in A no, . . . 1 

Cynaucia, . . . .10 Coliea, ..... 8 

Disease of Heart, ... 2 Itch, . . . . .21 

Paralysis, .... 2 Pains, Ill 

Hernia, ..... 3 Old Age and Debility, . . 10 

Dropsy, ..... 4 

Accidents, Contusions, Sprains, 38 1,138 

In Hospital 1st January, 1855, 108 

Admitted during the year, . . . . .1,138 

Total, . . . 1,246 

Of whom were discharged cured or relieved, . 1,125 

Died, 72 



^ . . 1,197 

Remained m Hospital 3 1 st December, . . 49 

1,246 

The deaths resulted from — 

Phthisis, . . . . , 39 Scrofula, 11 

Fever, . . . . .2 Old. age and Debility, . * 9 

Dysentery, ... * 5 

Bronchitis, .... 4 I 72 

Dropsy, ..... 2 | 

D 
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Spike Island 
Government 
Prison. 

Medical Offi- 
cer's Report. 



Chaplain's 

Report. 



On 1st January, 1855, the prisons at Spike Island and Forts 
Camden and Carlisle, 

Contained, 1,770 Convicts. 

Admitted during the year, .... 812 „ 

Total, . . . 2,588 

The per centage of deaths of that number amounted, as 
nearly as possible, to 2-74 — a mortality extremely low when it 
is borne in mind that a large number of delicate prisoners 
remained after the transmissions to Philipstown, and the dis- 
charges of others of that class. 

The casualties of the year were unimportant, no serious 
disease or accident having occurred. 

Several convicts were received on the 2iith of December from 
the barque “Pearl,” arrived on the previous clay from Bermuda. 
Amongst them were two eases of dysentery in a very advanced 
stage, and labouring under collapse, on board ship, not unlike 
Asiatic cholera. On removal to hospital they rallied to some 
extent after a few hours ; one, however, sank on the fourth day 
— the other gradually recovered. 

The advantage of a warder’s hospital was further developed. 
During the year sixty-one of those officers were received into 
hospital and derived relief therein, from which they would 
have been debarred in their own quarters — while their return 
to duty was rendered certain and expeditious, their average con- 
’ finement in hospital being very short. One died from phthisis, 
after second admission, and a repeated warning and advice 
to retire from a locality so fraught with danger to phthisical 
constitutions. 

The south end of G Prison was opened as an hospital in 
August ; the transfer thereto of the patients from the old hos- 
pital, combined with the subsequent experience of five months, 
renders satisfactory confirmation of my expressed opinion as to 
the expected advantage of such change. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Maurice Corr, m.d , r.u.c.s.i. 

The Directors of Convict 
Prisons, Ireland. 



OHAPbAIN’S REPORT.' 

Spike Island Government Prison, 
January 8, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — In presenting my Deport for the year ending 
31st December, 1855, I beg to state, that during the past year 
divine service was performed fifty-nine times in the prison 
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church on Sabbath and festival days, and twice on board the Spike Island 
ship “ William,” about to proceed with convicts to Bermuda. G °pd 7 s™ EOT 
The prisoners behaviour on all occasions was exemplary, and -r— 
worthy of imitation. In addressing those about to leave, I 
pointed out to them their present position, and the duties they 
were called upon, as professing Christians, to discharge on 
hoard, and felt gratified at the feeling of thankfulness with 
which they received my parting admonitions. Morning service 
is also daily performed by the Chief Warder, in consequence of 
my non-residence. 

During the year I lectured the prisoners forty-nine times; 
at this our attendance continues small, for the reason stated in 
my last Iieport. I trust, however, the instruction given will 
not have been in vain, but produce fruit, through the blessing 
of Him who can alone cause that which is sown to prosper. 

I visited the hospital on fifty- six occasions, and sick turnkeys 
twenty-two times, administering to them such comfort as their 
several cases seemed to require, and feel happy at being able' 
to state but one case — that of a turnkey — proved fatal, liis- 
remains were removed for interment at the request of his family. 

The removal of the hospital to its present position, and the 
improvements which have taken place therein within the last 
year, must be conducive to the health and comfort of the pri- 
soners. 

The Lord’s Supper was administered three times in the church 
within the same period. 

The solitary cells and prison school had each their share of 
attention. At the latter the division of prisoners into classes 
has operated very beneficially, opportunity being thereby given 
to all, even the aged among the prisoners, to improve. Their 
desire to do so is, indeed, a pleasing feature in this part of the 
prison system, and, I trust, will bo attended with good results. 

The good conduct badge has also been productive of good 
results. 

. I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient 
seryant, 

Joseph & Bouchier, 

Protestant Chaplain. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT, Roman Catholic 

Chaplavi's 

Spike Island, Report. 

January 8, 1856. 

Genulemen. — I have the honour to submit to you my Report 
as Roman Catholic Chaplain of Spike Island Convict Prison, 
for the year ending the 31st of December, 1855. 

I have been particular in observing the course of events in 
this prison during the past year, in order to form a correct 
estimate of the effect that may he produced in the minds and 
conduct of the prisoners, by the transition from the former loose 

D 2 
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Spike Islakd a nd defective system acted on here, to our present strict and 
improved discipline ; and as far as it has gone, 1 feel fully war- 
— : ’ ranted in stating that the result has been most satisfactory. It 
0 Ka ~*a&‘ holiC is time that the offences and punishments may not have con- 
RepurL s siderably, diminished : but this should be expected in the com- 
mencement of such a change, considering the greater amount 
of vigilance and self-control which it required of the prisoners. 
Besides, the new system has been such a short time in opera- 
tion, they have not sufficiently understood its regulations and 
advantages ; but when those matters shall be fully compre- 
hended, I am convinced that the best possible results may be 
looked for. 

I am happy to state, that at no former period have the pri- 
soners been more attentive to their religious duties than during 
the past year. Almost all have duly prepared themselves for 
the reception of the sacraments of Penance and the Holy Com- 
munion twice during the year ; many have done so each month, 
and some every week ; and I need not say that there is no 
better test of their religious and moral reformation than the 
fact of their taking the necessary pains to rectify their con- 
sciences and their conduct, which is essentially requisite for the 
Worthy reception of the Holy Communion. 

The prisoners here who have passed through a course of 
training under the separate system in Mountjoy Prison, have 
occupied my particular attention and care, in order to cultivate 
the religious and moral sentiments which had been inculcated 
to them in that excellent establishment. 

My hospital duty during the year had been comparatively 
light in consequence of the great decrease of sickness and mor- 
tality among the prisoners, the number of deaths having only 
amounted to seventy-two, compared with 228 in the year 1854, 
and 280 in the year 1853. I have, nevertheless, made it a 
practice to visit the hospital once or twice a-day, to afford the 
sick all the necessary consolations and services of religion, and 
to attend the interment of the dead. 

I have constantly visited the prisoners confined in solitary 
punishment, and have spared no pains to aid the salutary and 
judicious efforts of the prison authorities for the reclamation of 
the refractory, by my influence and admonitions ; and 1 believe 
I can say that my services in that respect have had no incon- 
siderable effect. 

With regard to the school, I beg to report that all the pri- 
soners, except such as are incapacitated by age or defective 
vision, have embraced the opportunity of improving themselves 
in secular learning ; and though it has been but a few months 
in operation, by the great zeal and activity of the teachers, a 
visible improvement is observable in most of them. I need not 
say what an advantage it would be to teach them while here to 
read, write, and understand the first four rules of arithmetic ; 
and how much it would tend to their moral improvement, as 
well as to assist them in obtaining an honest livelihood after 
their discharge from prison. But to accomplish this desirable 
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object, I am of opinion that a whole (lay in the week at school 

for each would be necessary, instead of a half day, as at present, Prison, 

and also the services of an additional teacher, _ 

I think it right to state, that I have found the prisoners who oimplain's 
have been convicted during the last two years, and sentenced Bgart. 
to penal servitude, more difficult to be managed and reformed 
than their predecessors here. This I believe to be owing to 
two causes — the first is, that they generally appear to have 
been more habituated to crime ; and secondly, that they have 
no hope of any relaxation of their sentences, and, consequently, 
say that whether their conduct be good or otherwise they must 
be liberated at the expiration of their sentences. 1 consider, 
therefore, that it would be a great stimulus to good .conduct, 
aud from good conduct to reflection and reformation, if a hope 
were held out to this class of some mitigation of their sentences, 
as a reward for well-proved, exemplary conduct. That this 
may be done with perfect safety to society, and with advantage 
to many of their innocent families, I am convinced from my 
experience in connexion with this prison for nearly the last 
seven years. During that time about 6,000 convicts passed 
through this prison. Over 1,400 of .them returned to society 
discharged; and after the strictest inquiry, I can only discover 
twenty-seven out of this number to have been re-convicted, 
that is less than two per cent, of those liberated. Though a 
large number (683) has been discharged during the last twelve 
months, I cannot discover but one of them .to have been re-con- 
victed. To my own knowledge many of them enlisted in the 
army; and I am aware of some, and have heard of others, who 
are honestly providing for themselves and their families. 
Judging, therefore, from the past, I consider that no injurious 
consequences need be apprehended from some mitigation of the 
sentences of the well conducted. 

From those facts two satisfactory results may be inferred, 
namely, that the punishment of convicts in this country has 
been sufficiently severe and deterrent, and that the efforts of 
the prison authorities have not been unsuccessful. 

I cannot conclude without expressing to you the happiness 
I have experienced in witnessing the vast improvements which 
you have effected in this prison during the last twelve months; 
and as the pastor of the great majority of the prisoners, I beg 
to return you, on their part and my own, our warmest acknow- 
ledgments and heartfelt thanks for the many wise, humane, and 
salutary benefits which you have conferred upon them, relative 
both to their moral and physical condition. I trust that they 
will afford you the pleasure of experiencing the fruits of your 
exertions in their regard, by their reformed conduct here and 
after their liberation. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient 
servant, 



T. F. Lyons, It. C. Chaplain. 



The Directors of Convict 
Prisons in Ireland. 
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ASSISTANT ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, 
January 3, 1855. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit the following 
Report for the year 1855 : — 

The Chaplains’ duties for the past year have been discharged, 

I hope, fully and satisfactorily. The services of religion have 
been administered to the sick in hospital, and admonition to 
prisoners detained in solitary confinement ; divine service has 
been performed at the stated times, and religious instruction 
has been no less regularly given. Other rites of a peculiarly 
professional kind— and to which Roman Catholics attach the 
highest practical importance — have been no less constantly 
and efficiently discharged. Latterly, the opportunities more 
abundantly afforded, in virtue of the new prison regulation, 
have enabled us to extend the benefits of what we are bound 
to consider our more important professional duties iu a larger 
measure to the general body of prisoners. The new school 
regulations— requiring all the prisoners to attend in school 
each week in rotation — haye afforded the Chaplain peculiar 
facilities in applying the benefits of their ministration to the 
moral aud spiritual requirements of the prisoner. Were one 
to form an opinion of the amount of benefit conferred from the 
general wish manifested to avail of our services, from the 
respect and attention shown by prisoners when present at the 
several acts of religious duty, we would not consider it too much 
to say that our mission has not been profitless. I am happy to . 
state that the moral well being of the prisoners, which the 
Chaplain — considering the objects of his mission — is so pecu- 
liarly hound to desire and promote, has received a powerful 
impetus, a constantly accelerating force, if I may so speak, from 
the new code of prison regulations so admirably adapted to this 
and other most important ends. The distinction for conduot 
categorically exhibited in the symbols, in the badges prisoners 
bear on their arms, appears to me most wisely contrived, and 
even already recommended by its general usefulness and effi- 
cacy. Even for those who may not love virtue or order for its 
own sake, fear and hope must prove powerful motives iu regu- 
lating the motions of the will, in insuring their submission to 
rule and authority. The lonely convict, in the long and dreary 
night of servitude, will reflect, perhaps, from time to time on the 
moment when his anxious eyes may seethe star of liberty above 
his horizon : his fervent, his secret desire is, that nothing may 
retard the hour of his emancipation. Now the badge he bears 
about him, speaking to his eyes, tells him constantly that the 
hour of redemption for its speedier accomplishment will depend, 
under the mercy of authority, on his own good conduct. I am 
not, therefore, surprised to witness the general anxiety shown 
by prisoners for the possession of those badges which, pre-sup- 
posing on their part, the observance of rule as a necessary 
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condition, must tend in no small way to promote general good ^™ R I K S ™ 
order. Prisoners, too, are selfish, they love their own interests : prison. 

from the misconception, or rather forgetfulness, of their true sfe — 
interests, they have betrayed themselves betimes into false chiyfoln's ' 
measures. From my own experience I can say that the inci- n. 
pient murmurings of insubordination, conceived perhaps from 
mistaken notions of right and wrong, have been silenced by 
showing them the unreasonableness of their conduct, and what 
claims their submission, on those occasions, had on their grati- 
tude, their interest, and their common sense. The more they 
are penetrated with the conviction of the benefits of prison 
discipline, the more this conviction is kept before their minds, 
the better hopes may we entertain of their respect for, and 
continuance in, the same. Indeed their perception of these 
truths cannot fail to enlarge itself the more every day under 
the excellent system of school instruction here lately established ; 
for, I believe, it will not be denied the more lights they have — 
the natural, the necessary effect of instruction — the better will 
they be enabled to see how closely linked are their interests and 
their prospects here — and perhaps not less so when restored to 
their liberty— with the spirit, the habit of order, and subordina- 
tion, And here may very appropriately he introduced the fact,, 
that the better educated class of prisoners are found, with very 
few exceptions, to offend the least against rule. A sound theory, 
no doubt, is very valuable, but much of its benefit will depend 
on its application, on the manner it is carried out. The whole 
thing, therefore, is adequately provided for, when, to the 
intrinsic merits of the system itself, are united knowledge, zeal, 
unwearied attention on the part of the teachers. Wow, being 
in the habit of almost daily visiting our schools, I gladly take 
this opportunity of bearing testimony to the admirable order 
and discipline maintained therein, to the active zeal and 
industry of our enlightened teachers in conveying knowledge 
and instruction to their pupils. 

In conclusion, I beg further to observe, that the present 
system of prison discipline appears to he recommended not 
only by its own intrinsic merits, but also by its eminently prac- 
tical mode of manifesting and thus rendering itself the more 
appreciable to the prisoners. Their physical, spiritual, and 
moral wants being abundantly provided for in the many faci- 
lities afforded for satisfying the various claims of these several 
relations, the licentiousness of the will, the irregularities of 
temper are controlled, confirmed, and directed by a firm, but 
at the same time 1 , it would seem, a paternal hand, conducting 
the prisoner by the double road of reward and punishment to 
their common end — his reformation and self-government here, 
to he qualified the better for liberty hereafter. It is, therefore, 
most gratifying to see that the wise ends proposed by authority 
were felt and appreciated by the prisoners themselves. Even 
the few gross and glaring . violations of prison rule and discip- 
line are only so many proofs of the excellency of the system, 
for the prevaricators, not finding therein a reason for their own 
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Head School- 

master' sBepeH. Spike Island Convict School, 

January 8th, 1856. 

Gentlemen,— In compliance with your order I beg leave to 
submit' to you the following Report of the Spike Island Convict 
School, under my charge, and of my observations on the con- 
duct of the prisoners attending it, on their habits, propensities, 
and dispositions, and on the means likely to promote their 
improvement in future. As you have afforded me the privilege 
of doing so, I have resolved that it shall be short, original, and 
uninfluenced by selfish or sinister motives. 

Our fallen nature is so susceptible of evil, and so slow to do 
good, that the reformation of the wicked and incorrigible 
spirits of a nation must be a superhuman work. The edifice 
which took years in its erection is levelled in an instant ; and 
as in materials, so it is in morals ; the march of degeneracy is 
quick, but the work of regeneration gradual. Bad example 
and other causes reduce the multitude to a state of moral pros- 
tration ; generation after generation becomes vitiated, and it is 
only by bending the twig and shaping it to the position it has 
to occupy in the machinery of this world, that a virtuous and 
educated race can be restored to a country, enlightened in the 
practical truths and precepts of Christianity. 

The attempt to reclaim, by education, the man of years in 
crime, as well as the juvenile offender, is comparatively recent 
in this country. The efforts of their teachers are (iike the 
prescriptions of physicians for chronic diseases) very often 
baffled, but the skilful medical practitioner is not disheartened 
by failures: renewed and constant applications, in keejiing with 
the progress of the age, finally succeeds. So it will bo with 
the obdurate offenders in Spike Island, and the other convict 
prisons. The zealous and holy ministrations of their chaplains ; 
the strict discipline and judicious treatment of their governors 
and officers; the unremitting attention of their teachers ; and 
the wholesome and invigorating system of labour pursued, 



criminal conduct, have allowed themselves to be instructed by 
reproof, be softened by repentance. The effect, consequently, 
was salutary even in respect to their fellows. I beg here, also, 
before concluding, to convey my acknowledgments to our good 
authorities for the kind manner in which they have met our 
wishes in the discharge of our duties, and to bear testimony to 
the wise and zealous energy which enables them to discharge 
so efficiently their very important duties. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Timothy O’Sullivan, 

Assistant R. C. Chaplain. 

The Directors of Government 
Prisons, Dublin Castle. 
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must, after some time, cleanse them from the moral leprosy ® PIKE ISLAMD 
with which they had been tainted. P 

Tn the Spike Island Prison, where so much useful labour is Ueai fff Ml 
performed, it required much judgment and exertion on the masLr’ Jtcpvrt. 
part of the authorities (I mean the Inspector, Governor, and 
Chief Warder) to make such arrangements, as even to afford 
three hours schooling in the week to each prisoner without 
serious delay and inconvenience. Yet every facility has been 
afforded me, and the strictest attention has been paid to the 
educational department. But in the introduction of such a 
system, improvements will be daily suggesting themselves for 
some time, and, therefore, for the first three .months an adequate 
provision could not have been made. 

On commencing the general education of both old and young, 
on the 3rd of September last, I had with me only two teachers, 

Mr. Eoui'ke and Mr. Wallace ; the former a young man of first 
class attainments ; the latter an educated respectable man, 
who, though not practical in the teaching department, was 
attentive and industrious. 

The idea of attending school, or of attempting to learn the 
alphabet, was considered by the aged 'men (of from forty to 
seventy years) a chimerical and hopeless task, and some of them 
recoiled from it as from some evil that would be the source of 
affliction aud punishment to them if they failed in learning their 
lessons ; but after a few days attendance, when I had an oppor- 
tunity of convincing them that even if .they could not learn, 
they would not he punished, I succeeded (by a cheerful, free, 
and kind mode of imparting instructions) in creating in them a 
desire for improvement. 

Those who could read wore, generally speaking, deficient in 
spelling, arithmetic, and other subjects taught in schools, 
which led me to conclude that the greater numbers had ac- 
quired what education they possessed by their own application 
whilst in prison, and at the prison schools for juveniles : most 
of them are young men from all parts of Ireland. 

The classes that could not read are, in most instances, old men 
from the west and south of Ireland. 

Those who had made any progress in learning showed that 
they had not been properly trained, as they were self-opi- 
nionated, and proud of their slender attainments. They appeared 
at first to be impressed with the notion that the object of edu- 
cating them was to fit them for the army, and then to compel 
them to bear arms, but these conjectures I proved to them were 
groundless, and they soon vanished. 

The gloomy thoughtfulness of the worse class of prisoners 
pervaded all their actions. They appeared engrossed in thoughts 
of their unhappy condition, and were nearly reckless of good or 
evil report. From those corroding blights of life the better 
classes were mostly free, and hence the method of imparting 
instructions to the latter would not suit the former, to whose 
temperament a certain degree of cheerful vigorous instruction 
should be applied as a sort of remedy for despondency, the 
worst species of mental disease. 
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I have gleaned from their conversations and other sources 
that most of this unhappiness arises from being precluded the 
use of tobacco, to which numbers of the convicts are addicted, 
which keeps them in a constant ferment, yearning after this 
pest of social happiness. How often have I known the aged 
inmates of workhouses to secret their scanty rations of bread, 
seek a purchaser and an interview with some contractor’s mes- 
senger to bring them a halfpenny worth of tobacco, and to long 
with sleepless anxiety for the morrow, to snatch a stealthy 
smoke of the pipe. Very frequently I beheld the crippled 
man of eighty years searching the workhouse grounds for 
green wild herbs, collecting them with avidity, and drying and 
smoking them, as a substitute for tobacco. I hope that ere 
long the genuine philanthropists of our nation will devise some 
means of freeing society from the pernicious use of this dele- 
terious drug, which causes so much disquietude and pain to the 
humbler classes, especially in workhouses and prisons. 

I found the prisoners attending the school in the rudest 
health, and free from physical defects, except impaired vision. 
There are nearly 100 prisoners attending the school whose 
eyes are affected, and cannot for the most part make any 
progress in spelling or reading ; but I believe the moral influ- 
ence exercised there will more than compensate for the loss of 
their labour whilst attending. 

Of all the physical powers of man the optical are the most 
delicate and precious, and yet, I think, much neglected. 
Sanitary precautions are attended to in all public establish- 
ments and institutions. One of those preventives is whitewash, 
which, in my opinion, is most injurious to the sight. I feel war- 
ranted in coming to that conclusion, by my experience during 
twelve years close attention within the white walls of work- 
house schools, where 1 have seen hundreds of children suffering 
from what they aptly designate “ moonblind and which even 
those young creatures are capable of attributing to the principal 
cause, the unvaried whiteness constantly before them. 'This 
defect in sight is the same as the “ snowblind” of the Laplanders 
and others. In one of the workhouse schools I used coloured 
limewash, and found it had a good effect. I wish it was sub- 
stituted for white limewash in public institutions. 

In my classification of the school expediency obliged me to 
make reading the standard of proficiency ; for if I were to with- 
hold third class books and fourth, from men of age and irritable 
dispositions, and keep them reading second books (ouly adapted 
to children) until they would acquire the collateral information 
required in national schools, it would be so intolerable to them 
that all my exertions would be unavailable ; hence these 
classes are very deficient in arithmetic and other subjects, a 
knowledge of which I hope gradually to impart to them. 
Neither did I consider it judicious to be correcting them for 
every slight error in pronunciation, where there are so many 
provincialisms and vulgarisms ; however, by degrees most of 
these will disappear. 

Three hours attendance at school, in the week, for men of 
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blunted intellects is scarcely sufficient to produce any visible 
effects ; yet as it is not probable that the existing arrangements 
will be changed, I entertain ardent hopes that even this short 
opportunity, together with the distribution of books to them in 
their wards, and the visits of the teachers from six to seven 
o’clock every evening, will produce beneficial results. But as 
the distribution and collection of those books, the performance 
of the office of chapel clerk, the duty of visiting the prison in 
turn every evening, the keeping of a very critical and extended 
set of accounts, and teaching actively from nine to half-past 
four o’clock, impose very arduous duties on the teachers, I 
feel justified in stating, that two assistant teachers and the head 
teacher are scarcely sufficient, as with the present teaching 
powers, the head teacher must he employed irf instructing the 
classes, and has not time to attend to the proper supervision of 
the entire school,. 

Previous- to the introduction of the present general school 
system, the circulation of the prison library was very beneficial ; 
but now as tbe prisoners are supplied with the National School 
Books in their wards, and as they contain sound and entertain- 
ing information on every subject necessary to be studied by the 
humbler grades of society, I verily believe that the further circu- 
lation of the library only contributes to retard the prisoners pro- 
gress, by drawing off their minds from thelessons assigned to them. 

The conduct of the prisoners has been so good, that for the 
four months during which the school is in operation, only eight 
have been reported to the Governor, and eighteen entered on 
the journal of offences. 

The teacher of the Camden and Carlisle Forts schools not 
having furnished me with his Report before he left, 1 can say 
but little of them; I believe the observations which 1 have made 
on the school here , will also apply to them, as the school conduct 
book contains few instances of other marks but v. ct. 

The following Return shows the classification of the school 
on the week ending the 8th of September last, and also on the 
week ending the 31st of December last. 

Return of the numbers in each class on the 8th of September, 
being the end of first week : — 

Spelling. — 

Alphabet, . . *176 

Three to five letters, . .137 

Five letters and over, , 42 

Reading — 

Second Book, . . 240 

Sequel No. 1, . . . - 

Return on the 31st December last : — 



Reading — continued . 

Sequel N o 2, . . . - 

Third Book, . . . 227 

Fourth Book, . . .194 

Total, . . . 1,016 



Spelling — 


Alphabet, 


. 59 


Three to five letters, . 


. 102 


Five letters and over. 


. 106 


Reading — 


Second Book, . 


. 2oO 


Sequel No.l, . 


. 196 



Reading— continued* 

Sequel No. 2, . . . ~ 

Third Book, . . .188 

Fourth Book, . . . 263 

Total, . . • 1 ,064 



Spike Island 
Government 
Prison. 

Head rchool- 
mader'x. Report, 
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Statistics. 



Four hundred prisoners write on paper ; 200 write on slates; 
350 are learning the four simple rules of arithmetic; thirteen are 
learning compound rules; sixty-five are learning proportion and 
above; nine are learning practice. Grammar, geography, and 
other subjects are taught by lectures, but not as yet from text 

books. i , 

In conclusion, I beg to remind you of the diiticulties that 
must have attended so arduous an undertaking as the educating 
of over 1,000 such men must be; to inform you that my accounts 
are now written up correctly; that every requisite is supplied; 
and that I entertain sanguine hopes for the future improvement 
of the department under my care. Thanking you and the 
prison authorities for the kind treatment which I have experi- 
enced since I became an officer in the Convict Service, 

I am, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

Michael Harold, 

Head Schoolmaster. 

To the Directors , of Government 
Prisons in Ireland. 



^Return of the Number of Convicts in custody, committed, and 
disposed of, for Year commencing 1st January, and ending 
31st December, IS 55. 

1855, January 1st, in custody, . . . 1,776 



Committed 


from Bermuda, 


367 


v 


Mountjoy, 


230 




Smith held, 


106 




Newgate, 


79 




Gibraltar, 


15 


ii 


Philipstovm, 


14 


ii 


Military, 


1 



Committed for Year ending 31 st December, 1855 812 

Total, . 2,588 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 



1855, December 31st, remaining in custody, 



Discharged, (free pardon), . 683 

itemoved to Bermuda, . 300 

„ Philip stown, .67 

„ Mountjoy,' . . 29 

„ Millbank, . 3 

Died, . . . . 72 

Escaped from Fort Camden, . 1 



1,433 



1,155 



Total, , . 2,588 
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Return of the Sentences, and Ages, on Conviction, of 1.433 Spike Isla 



Convicts in custody, December 3 1st, 1855. 



Government 

Prison. 



sentences. 



4 years penal servitude, 


145 




5 „ 




1 




6 „ 




32 




7 » 


„ 


1 




8 „ 


il 


3 










182 


7 years transportation, 


554 




10 „ 


?> 


585 




12 „ 




3 




14 „ 


„ 


23 




15 „ 




77 




Life, 




. 9 






- 


' 


1,251 




Total, . 




1,433 



AGES ON CONVICTION. 


Statistics. 


Under 20 


years, 


578 


20 and under 25 


432 




25 „ 


30 


174 




30 „ 


35 


78 




35 „ 


40 


55 




40 


50 


79 




50 


60 


29 




60 „ 


70 


7 




70 


80 


1 




Total, 




. 1,433 





Return of Crimes (in conformity with Gaol Returns) of 1,433 
Convicts in custody, December 31st, 1855. 



Murder, .... 5 

Attempt to Murder, . . 3 

Manslaughter, ... 4 

Rape, 4 

Assault, -with intent to commit 
Rape, .... 1 

Stabbing, .... 2 

Assault, with intent to Maim, . 1 

Assault and Robbery, . . 15 

Highway and other Robberies, 57 

Malicious and grievous Assaults, 1 3 
Attempt to Poison, . . 1 

Perjury, .... 1 

Forgery, .... 4 

Arson, 30 

Burglary, .... 324 

Felony, .... 22 

Housebreaking and Larceny, . 33 

Larceny, . . . . 432 

Stealing from Person, . . 45 

Receiving Stolen Goods, . 59 

Sacrilege, . . . .10 

Obtaining Goods under false 
pretences, .... 3 

Embezzlement, ... 1 

Bigamy, . . . 2 



Appearing Armed by Night, 1 

Attack on Police Barrack, . 3 

Assaulting Plabitation, . . 8 

Belonging to Ribbon Society, 2 

Administering Unlawful Oath, 2 
Writing and sending Threat. 

ening Nolice, ... 1 

Placing a stone on Railway, 1 

Breaking Gaol, ... 1 

Coining, and Uttering Base 

Coin, .... 10 

Cattle Stealing, . . .164 

Cattle Killing, ... 3 

Sheep Stealing, . . .113 

Killing Sheep, . . .12 

Horse Stealing^ . . .14 

Ass Stealing, ... 6 

Pig Stealing, ... 4 

Vagrancy, . . . .13 

Military. 

Violence to Superior Officer, 2 

Breaking Military PrisoD, . 1 

Total, . . 1,433 



[Annual Abstract. 
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Anndal Abstract Account from 1st Abril, 1854, to 31st March, 1855. 



„ Medical Comforts to Officers in Hospital, 



185S. Cr. 

March 31, By Salaries, 

„ „ Fuel and Lighting, 

„ „ Repairs and Alterations of 



„ Repairs and Alterations of 

Prison, . 

„ Contingencies, 

„ Furniture and Utensils. 

„ Implements and Materials, 
„ Medicines and Surgical 
Instruments, 

,, Medico] Comforts, . 

„ Cash and Clothing to Pri- 
soners on Discharge, 

„ Soap and Washing, 

„ Prison Clothing, 

„ Advertising, 

„ Loan to J. Lamb on Ac- 
count of English Con- 



Disbursements on Account 
of Spike Island. &c., 

„ Gratmties, Travelling Ex- 
penses, and Clothing to 
Discharged Bermuda 
Prisoners, 

Balance in favour of the Public, . 
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MOUNTJOY GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 



Mountjoy 

Government 

Prison. 

Governor's 

Report. 



Mountjoy Government Prison, 

January 9, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit my Annual 
Report and Statistics of Mountjoy Prison, for the year 1855. 

The reorganization of the system, and the many important 
alterations made in its details during the past year, have proved 
most conducive to the discipline of this establishment. 

In the treatment of the prisoners, while every degree of Treatment, 
lenity, consistent with rule, has been adopted, and the inmates 
afforded opportunities of moral culture and improvement, they 
have likewise been taught to feel the true nature of their 
position, as offenders against the law, by also undergoing, during 
a prescribed term of their sentence, the penal restriction of 
separate confinement. Of the deterrent effects of this system, 
when strictly enforced, there appears to he no question; and 
this opinion is fully borne out from the groat anxiety and solici- 
tude evinced by the worst characters, to be relieved from such 
restraint by removal to a prison where they could associate, and 
hold free intercourse with their fellow criminals. 

In proportion to the number of prisoners in custody, offences Alterations, 
of a grave nature were comparatively rare ; for although the 
punishments were numerous, yet they were inflicted principally 
for slight breaches of prison rules, and various attempts to com- 
municate — the latter being in a great measure induced by 
facilities afforded in consequence of the present construction of 
some of the cell fittings. The proposed alterations, however, 
which in this respect have already been submitted, and which I 
trust have met with your approval, will, when carried out, effec- 
tually check, if not altogether prevent, a recurrence of the 
practice adverted to. I may here be permitted to add, that the 
alterations suggested with reference to the chapel building, 
will he, when earned out, of paramount consideration to this 
establishment ; not only affording sufficient space for the entire 
Roman Catholic community here to assemble at one service, 
but also admitting of accommodation for a schoolroom, as well 
as appropriating a separate place for Protestant service. 

With reference to the adult prisoners, who have been sent Employment, 
here from other depots as bad and incorrigible characters, to 
undergo a course of strict penal discipline, I am happy in being 
enabled to report favourably, as with a few exceptions (one of 
whom received corporal punishment for a violent assault on an 
officer in the execution of his duty), their conduct has in general 
been orderly and obedient. 

In the early part of the year two workshops were constructed 
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in one of the basements of the prison, and an association of the 
juvenile prisoners formed, and divided into two classes, for the 
purpose of being taught the respective trades of shoemaking 
and tailoring, and placed under the instruction and supervision 
of trades’ warders, practically acquainted with their business. 
The greater number of these boys were, at the commencement, 
wholly ignorant of trades, and considering the time allotted for 
labour, have made very fair progress, and have performed a 
tolerable amount of work. 

The rule observed as to the boys was as follows : — Boys 
under fourteen years of age were kept in separate confinement 
for one month, from the date of their reception, before allowed 
to work in association ; boys from fourteen to sixteen years for 
two months; and boys from sixteen to eighteen years three 
months. 

The adult prisoners, instead of being employed indiscrimi- 
nately in the several branches of manufacture, as was the case 
during the preceding years, have been occupied in picking 
cocoa fibre and oakum in their separate cells, an employment 
of a monotonous kind, aud as such more likely to impress them 
as well with a sense of their position, 'as to add materially to 
their punishment. 

In consequence of this change much greater facilities, in point 
of time and attention, are now afforded for the religious and 
secular instruction of the prisoners, matters so essentially 
necessary in a reformatory institution. 

Possessing these advantages, together with an energetic unity 
of action in each department of the prison, under your guidance, 
1 confidently look forward to the issue, and fully anticipate a 
favourable result. 

The general conduct of the officers, with the exception of a 
few cases reported and dealt with, has been satisfactory. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

Robt. Netteryille, Governor. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

&c., &c., &c. 



Statement of the Number of Convicts committed and disposed 
of, from January 1st to December 31st, 1855. 

1855, January 1st, in custody, 498 

„ to December 3 1 st, committed 



from County G-aols, . 


446 


Philipstown, 


83 


Spike Island, 
Newgate, . 


17 


4 


Smithfield, . 


1 


Fermoy Barracks, 


3 

554 


Total, 


1,052 
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Mountjoy 

Government 

Prison. 

Governor’s 

Report. 



Total, • . . 1,052 

Daily average tttimber in custody during theyear, 452. 

Classification of tlie Crimes committed by the Prisoners received 
in. this prison -during the year ended December 31st, 1855. 

Arson, 8 Highway Robbery, . . . 8 

Assault (grievous) . . .15 Horse Stealing, ... 5 

„ and Robbery, . . 5 Killing Sheep with intent to steal, 1 

„ with intent to Murder, 1 Larcency, . . . .149 

Attacking habitation, Robbery „ and former convictions, 48 

of a Gun, and Assault, . 2 Murder, . . . . , . 4 

Bigamy, .... 2 Manslaughter, ... 8 

Burglary, .... 67 Military offences, ... 4 

M ' and Robbery, . . 70 Obtaining Money under false 

„ „ former conviction, 2 pretences, .... 2 

„ „ felonious assault, 2 Perjury, 1 

Coining and having implements, 1 Pig Stealing, . . . . 1 

Cattle Stealing, ... 8 Receiving Stolen Goods, . . 27 

Concealed in dwelling, and for- Robbery, . . . . 6 

mer conviction, . . . 1 ,, of Arms, . . . 1 

Conspiring to commit Arson, . 3 Rape, 8 

Cutting and Stabbing, . . 4 Sheep Stealing, ... 9 

Embezzlement, ... 4 Stealing Asses and Cars, . 1 

Entering with intent to steal, . 3 Sacrilege 2 

Felony, 50 Uttering Base Coin, . . 3 

„ (subsequent), . . 16 

Forgery, .... 1 Total, . .554 

Statement of the Number of Prisoners punished during the 
year ended December 31st, 1855. 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 

Removed to Spike Island, 230 

Hewgate, ... . . . 150 

Smithfield, .115 

„ Philipstown 29 

Discharged, ........ 34 

Died, 9 

56 7 

Remaining in custody December 31st, 1855, . 485 



Insubordination, .... 

„ with violence, 

Disorderly Conduct, 

Slight Breaches of Prison Rules, 

School Delinquencies, .... 

Inattention at Work, .... 

Concealing and Appropriating Prison Property, . 
Wilfully Damaging and Destroying same, 

Breaking Glass and Cell Fittings, 

Tampering with the Locks, Walls, Piping, &c. of - 
their Cells, ..... 
Communicating, and Attempts to Communicate, 
Feigned Attempts to Commit Suicide, . 

Feigning Illness, &c. .... 

Haying Prohibited Articles, 

Stating Malicious Falsehoods, 

Insolence and Disrespect to Officers, 

Assaulting Warders, .... 
Threatening Language, 

Quarrelling, 



71 

5 

163 

101 

51 

7 

38 
44 
24 

24 

498 

9 

4 

12 

11 

51 

4 

5 

39 
E 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




50 



Mountjoy 
Otov ernment 
Prison. 

Governor's 

Report. 



Second Annual Report of the Directors 



Statement of the Number of Prisoners punished— continued. 



Putting out the lights in other Prisoners' Cells by ? 14 

blowing through, the gas-pipes, . • * 

Telling Falsehoods, . • • ■ .3 

Wilfully Breaking a Barometer and Thermometer, . 1 

Obscene Language and Indecency, _ . . .6 

Profane Language, Cursing and Swearing, . . S 

Groundless Complaints, .... 4 

Total, U97 



Sentences of the Prisoners committed to this Prison during the 
year ended 31st December, 1855. 



2 years penal servitude, (com- 
muted from four), 

3 years penal servitude, 

4 
6 

7 „ 

8 

Life, 

7 years Transportation, 

10 
14 



Life, . ... . .14 

7 years Transportation and 4 

years penal servitude, . 1 

7 years Transportation and 1 

years imprisonment, . . 1 

10 „ andl „ . . 5 

15 „ and 2 „ . . 1 

4 years penal servitude, and 
1 years imprisonment, . 1 

Total, . . .554 



1 

356 

66 

1 

5 

1 

54 

35 

7 

15 



Ages op the Prisoners (on Conviction). 



Under 17 years, 

17 and under 20 years, 
20 „ 30 „ 

30 „ 40 „ 



140 

170 

153 

49 



40 and under 50 years, 
SO „ 00 „ 

00 years and over, . 

Total, . 



. 21 
8 

. 7 

. 554 



Number of Convicts received at Mountjoy who wore convicted 
in the following years : — 



1855, 

1854, 

1853, 

1852, 



292 

160 

47 

32 



1851, . 

1850, . 

1849, . 



Total,. . 



16 

4 

3 



. 554 



Juvenile Class. 

Number of Juveniles admitted in association during the year, 
and instructed in trades as 



Tailors, . • ♦ • • .78 

Shoemakers, . . . . .72 

Total, . . . . 150 

Removed — 

Tailors, . . • ... .16 

Shoemakers, . . . ..15 



Remaining January 1st, 1856, . . . .119 

Total, . . . . - 150 
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Return of Work performed during the year ended December 


31st, 1855, bythe Juvenile Prisoners employed at Shoemaking U °Siso* EI>T 


and Tailoring. 






Governor's 


MADE BY TAILORS. 


Report. 


Prisoners’ Frieze J ackets, 


200 


Warder’s Frock Coats, (uniform), 


26 


„ Trowsers, 


571 


„ Great Coats, „ 


36 


„ Vests, 


250 


„ Trowsers, „ 


64 


Discharged Prisoners’ Jackets, . 


96 


>i Caps, ,, 


26 


„ Trowsers, 


288 


,, Slop Coats, „ 


7 


„ Vests 


120 


Smith’s Linen Jacket made, 


1 


Flannel Vests, 


80 






REPAIRED FOR PRISON IJSE. 




Frieze Jackets, 


309 


By Shoemakers : — 




„ Trowsers, 


378 


Pairs of Shoes made, . 


243 


,, Vests, 


231 


Officer’s Uniform Belts made, 


14 


Prisoners Shirts, . 


367 


Pairs of Prisoners’ Shoes re- 




„ Sheets, 


3 


paired for Prison use. 


419 



MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. 

Gentlemen, — It will be in your recollection that since I last 
jiad the honour of reporting on the sanitary condition of the 
Mountjoy Prison, certain important alterations hare been 
adopted in the arrangements of that establishment, which, 
evidently directed to the object of extending the operations of 
the system, might at the same time have been supposed capable 
of producing some effect on the general health and well-being 
of the convicts. It may be proper then for me, in the first 
instance, to direct your attention to the results of these changes — 
for all such, however warranted by experience in other places, 
must be regarded more or less in the light of an experiment — 
and it will be gratifying to learn that this one has been hitherto 
satisfactory, and affords every encouragement to a hopeful 
perseverance. 

Previous to the commencement of this year every convict, 
when once admitted into this prison, became necessarily sub- 
jected to its discipline for a period varying from nine months 
to eighteen, frequently, from various causes, prolonged to 
twenty, and even to twenty-two months, during which time he 
not only experienced all the depressing influence of confine- 
ment (generally twenty-two consecutive hours in the cell at a 
time), but was exposed to the effects of trade labour in the cell, 
which, every where, and under every circumstance, has been 
found so injurious. All convicts could scarcely be supposed . to 
possess mental and physical strength sufficient to sustain them 
under trials so protracted and severe ; and, therefore, a rigid 
examination of all those brought up for admission became 
necessary, and led to the rejection, of a very considerable pro- 
portion. But a worse consequence remained • behind ; for, in 
despite of every precaution taken in the original selection, the 
health of numbers was found to yield and give way eventually; 

! 2 



Medical 
Officer’s Report. 
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toSSi hospital was constantly recruited by patients -whose 

Prison, complaints, if not occasioned, were enhanced and aggravated 

. — by the prison discipline. At present, and according to the 

ojtmis Report, arrangements recently adopted, no convict is subjected to “ the 
system ” beyond a strictly limited period of nine months, and 
trade labour in the cell has been altogether discontinued. I 
am empowered to prescribe labour out of doors, or a certain 
quantity of employment in the open air, when I consider the 
necessities of any case to require it. This last provision has 
been continued to me, and, operating as a prevention of disease, 

I have found it materially conducive to the health of the pri- 
soners. 

During the past year no convict has been refused admission 
into the Mountjoy Prison by reason of physical unfitness. It is 
true that of the number that would have been rejected under 
the former system (151) three were subsequently sent away on 
medical grounds — two for epilepsy, after having been, one four, 
and the other Beven, weeks in the prison, and the third after 
having undergone ten months’ imprisonment ; but of those 
brought up for admission not one was rejected in the first 
instance ; and yet the sanitary condition of the establishment 
has not suffered by the change. There have been no diseases 
induced by or dependent on debility. The number of deaths 
does not exceed the average of former years, and the admissions 
into hospital are less numerous than heretofore. Doubtless, 
each of the regulations above alluded to had its share in the 
production of these favourable results. The hospital is no 
longer occupied by patients broken down by a confinement ex- 
tending over a period of from twelve to twenty months, or 
harassed by attention to a trade, often unhealthy in itself, carried 
on in the limited accommodation of a prison cell ; but the chief 
advantage I have derived is from the system of out-of-door 
occupation and exercise. When the convicts, who complain of 
being unwell, are seen by me at my morning visit, I am often 
enabled to discover the first indications of a breaking system, 
generally pointed out by complaints of pain in the back and breast, 
with a sense of lassitude and weakness, and to arrest the progress 
of the evil by ordering a change for a few days to the open air. 
The hospital is thus kept free, except in cases of actual sickness, 
and the convict enabled to complete his reformatory period 
without suffering materially either in mental or bodily health. 
The number thus treated has been carefully noted : it amounts 
to 332, of which forty-nine have had three days each ; 246, seven 
days ; and thirty-seven, fourteen days during the year. I am 
satisfied a large proportion of those would have been rejected 
under the old system in the outset, or being admitted, must 
bave_ given way and yielded in a very short time to the depress- 
ing influences of confinement and trade labour. I need not 
dwell on the advantages to those thus treated out of hospital, 
of having their cells freed from looms and other apparatus 
necessary to the labour system, affording them more convenient 
space and a larger circulation of air within them. 
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Convicts in custody, January 1, 1855, 

Received during the' year, i * 



Convicts removed from the Prison, 

Died, ..... 

Remaining in custody, January 1 , 1856, 

Roys admitted in association during the year 1855, and 
instructed in trades, those under fourteen years of age being 
kept in separation for one month before associating ; those 
between fourteen and sixteen years of age, two months; and 
those between sixteen and eighteen, three months — 

As Tailors, . 78 | As Shoemakers, 72 [ Total, . 150 

These boys are, of course, included in the aggregate number 
as above. 

HosriTAL Return for the year 1855. 

Number of patients in hospital, January J, 1855, . 18 

„ admitted during the year, . . 326 



53 



. 498 Mount joy 

554 Government 
PmsoN. 

1 ,052 Medical 

Officer's Report. 

. 55 8 • 

i) 

. 485 

' 1,052 



344 

Average daily number in hospital, . . . .17^ 



Diseases for which Patients were admitted into Hospital 
with numbers of each. 



Cramp, . . . 22 

Debilitas, . . * 0 

Disease of Chest, . . 33 

,, of Heart, . . 2 

r of Joints, . . 3 

. 9 ) of Bladder, . . 1 

Diarrhoea, . . .95 

Dysenteria, . . .16 

Cephalalgia, . . .15 

Erysipelas, . . .1 

Epilepsia, . „ . 2 

Eever Synochus, . . 38 

„ Typhus, . . 1 

Gastritis, . „ .9 

Hcemorrhoid, . . i 

Hemoptysis, . . 5 



Hydrops, . . . I 

Influenza, . . .2 

Injury of Head, . . 4 

„ of Hand and Arm, . 7 

„ of Log, . . 5 

Ophthalmia, . . 6 

Phrcnitis, . . .1 

Psora, . . .6 

Rheumatism, . . 4 

Stricture, . . .3 

Syphilis, . . .1 

Scrofula, . .34 

Ulcers, . . .2 

Affected Insanity, . . 1 

Attempted Suicide, . . 4 



Return of Deaths during the year 1855. 



II 

is 


Names. 


Rocoivcd at 
Monntj oy. 


A dmitted into 
Hospital. 


Died. 


— 


2827 

3126 

3405 

3474 

3139 

2134 

3174 

3023 

3409 


R. Tobyn, 

M. Moore, 

W. Bolton. . 
M. Elliott, , 
M. Higgins, . 

M. Burke, 

C. M'Innery, . 
M. Creedon, . 
J . Bower, 


May 11, 1854, 

Sept. 20, ,, 
Feb. 12, 1855, 
Mar. 16, „ 
Sept. 20, 1854, 

Sept. 20, „ 
Sept. 20, „ 
Sept. 20, „ 
Fob. 12,1855, 


Oct. 16,1854, 

Jan. 19, 1855, 
Mar. 25, „ 
Mar. 15, „ 
Feb. 6, „ 

Apl. 8, „ 
Apl. 15, „ 
May lb, ,, 
June 30, ,, 


Feb. 10, 1855, 

Feb. 22, „ 
Apl. 4, „ 
Apl. 9, „ 
Apl. 24, „ 

May 19, „ 
May 22, „ 
May 29, „ 
Nov. 4, „ 


Consumption 
after Fever. 
Consumption. 
Typhus Fever. 
Consumption. 
Consumption 
after Fever. 
Consumption. 
Consumption. 
Dropsy. 

Fever & Dropsy 
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moentjoy it will be observed from the preceding returns that tbe health 
of the prison during the past year- has been particularly satis- 
— factory. The prevailing diseases were, as usual, affections of the 
Officer's Report bowels and chest, the former in some instances attended by 
cers c oi . oram p g , though painful and leaving a distressing sense of 

soreness and debility behind them, have not been followed by 
dangerous consequences ; the latter of more importance, and 
furnishing the largest proportion of the Casualties of the year. 
Pulmonary attacks succeeding on fever are, under all circum- 
stances, extremely hazardous ; and it may be remarked, that 
both the patients who were lost by this complication had been 
five months under the system when attacked by illness. Of the 
four patients registered as having died of consumption, one 
appears to have been transmitted to the hospital on the day of 
his admission into the prison, and the others must have had 
their lungs very seriously engaged from the earliest period. It 
is scarcely fair to connect such casualties with the mortality in 
Mountjoy. Indeed the general sanitary condition of the pri- 
soners, especially under the change of circumstances, bears 
unanswerable testimony to the wholesomeness and nutritions 
qualities of the diet, as well as to every branch of the discipline 
and management of the entire establishment. 

With the ventilation of the prison I have still reason to be 
satisfied. I think if sufficient for every purpose, because it has 
been examined into by myself and others without our being 
enabled to perceive any unpleasant effluvium, even in a cell 
that had been occupied for twenty- two hours previously; 
because it has not been complained of by the Chaplains or 
other officers who must have frequent and prolonged intercourse 
with the prisoners; and particularly because the prison is, and 
has been, so constantly 'exempted from severe visitations of 
phlebitis, erysipelas, typhus fever, cholera, and similar affections, 
occasioned by a vitiated state of the atmosphere. It is by no 
means my intention to assert that the system is perfect, and 
incapable of any possible improvement ; but I would suggest 
that in tbe ventilation of a large building, consisting of a con- 
geries of separate cells, the control and management of the 
process must rest with the occupants; so that each individual 
may admit, or exclude, or regulate the quantity of the air 
according to his own pleasure ; otherwise, in any geueral 
system that would operate equally on fevory cell, some of the 
prisoners would he cold and uncomfortable, while others had 
merely a refreshing quantity of air. Now, it is obvious that a 
person in a room will not percieve a gradually increasing 
offensive odour, or be conscious of a vitiated atmosphere slowly 
accumulating around him ; and, therefore, that the occupant of 
a cell will easily tolerate a condition of air that might be per- 
fectly unpleasant to one entering upon it at once. If the regu- 
tion of the ventilation is universally applicable to all, it will he 
unequal and prejudicial to some ; if partial, and left within the 
control of the occupant, it will he inadequate, principally through 
his inadvertency or inattention. I certainly can have no objetf- 
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tion to any attempt to improve the ventilation of the prison, Mobntjoy 
due regard being had to these principles. Pmson EOT 

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, . — ■ 

Fbancis Rind. ‘oj^Eepori. 

To the Chairman and Directors 

of Her Majesty’s Convict Prisons. , 



CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. OapiaU. 

Uepovt. 

January 1, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your request, I submit my 
Report of the prisoners committed to my ministerial charge, as 
Chaplain of the Monntjoy Government Prison, during the year 
ending the 31st December, 1855. 

The total number of convicts under my care for the past 
year amounted to forty-five ; of these eleven were married, and 
thirty-four single. The extent of secular knowledge possessed 
by these men has seldom exceeded an acquaintance with the 
most simple elements of education ; and with respect to secular 
information, the Protestant prisoners may be classified in the 
following manner : — thirty-one could write a little, and read 
tolerably ; eight could only read ; and six could neither read 
nor write. 

A habit of reading books of any kind does not appear to have 
existed amongst the best instructed of them ; and to so small 
an extent has the practice of reading been pursued, that it 
seems strange how the little information gained in childhood 
has at all remained under the habitual neglect of its applica- 
tion. Their wretched course of life has tended to keep all 
the mere animal propensities in the utmost state of morbid 
excitement, while the intellectual and reflecting powers of the 
mind have been allowed to sink into a state of death-like 
torpidity. 

The experience gained in my intercourse with these wretched 
men demonstrates that ignorance of useful secular lcuowledge 
not only incapacitates men for the rightful discharge of those 
duties which they owe to society, it also leaves free ingress to 
the mind for temptations to all the overt acts of gross iniquity. 

1 believe that a more widely extended knowledge of human life 
confirms the result of my limited experience ; and that, while 
few capital offences of any kind are committed by persons of 
liberal education, acts of a sanguinary and violent character are 
almost exclusively found to be chargeable upon those whose 
minds have been left under the uncontrolled dominion of their 
natural darkness. 

Instances of juvenile delinquency, that form so awful and 
prominent a feature in our criminal records, are to he traced, 
almost invariably, to a childhood abandoned to neglect of all ■ 
moral education ; and the parents or guardians of the young 
criminals are often more culpable than the criminals themselves. 
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Government 
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Chaplain's 

Report. 



With respect to religious attainments, I found nearly all 
thoso convicts lamentably ignorant of the most simple doctrines 
and precepts of revealed religion ; they seem to have been cast 
forth upon the waves of a troublesome world without any one 
to care for their souls. The greater part of them never attended 
any place of public worship, at least with any degree of regu- 
larity ; living in the midst of Christian ordinances, they lived 
as heathen, and scarcely knew the names of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, except as these holy names were used in blas- 
phemy; “they had a name to live but were dead.”' 

I would now advert to the means employed for the moral 
reformation and spiritual welfare of those unhappy fellow men. 
In addition to the public services of the church on the Lord’s 
Day, I have a daily service, catechetical instruction, a lecture 
during the week, and regular visiting of the men, conversing 
with them, individually, in their cells. The course I have pur- 
sued in preparing the men for admission to the Holy Communion 
of the Lord’s Supper has been to visit every candidate in his 
cell, and ascertain his knowledge of the object and design of 
the ordinance ; next, to give to all assembled in the chapel a 
plain and faithful exposition of the nature of this sacrament, 
and the dispositions of mind requisite to a profitable participa- 
tion in it ; and afterwards I visited to finally assure myself of 
the apparent meetness of each proposed communicant. The 
conduct of the men in attending on the services of religion is 
extremely reverential ; and the manner in which they answer 
the responses in the Liturgy might well teach a lesson to more 
enlightened congregations. All the men capable of reading 
are supplied not only with Bibles and Prayer Books, but also 
with marry other religious works suited to their degrees of 
understanding, and likely to attract attention while they convey 
profitable instruction. To the schoolmasters I should be unjust 
were I to withhold my testimony to their unremitting and 
intelligent performance of their duties, and to omit acknow- 
ledging that without their exertions my own would lose much 
of their effect. 

I have received some letters from men removed from this 
prison of a most gratifying character, indicating a thankful 
spirit, and a hearty determination to walk in newness of life. 

The results already obtained encourage the hope that by 
zealous, judicious, and unremitting attention, many of these 
poor outcasts from society may he given back to their families 
and their country to prove instruments of good, and not of evil. 
In conclusion, I beg to return my sincere thanks to the Gover- 
nor and Deputy-Governor for their valuable assistance in carry- 
ing out such measures as I considered would tend most to the 
spiritual welfare of the convicts committed to my charge, 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, yours faithfully and 
respectfully, 



J ohn Black, 

To the Directors of Convict 
Prisons in Ireland. 



Protestant Chaplain. 
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Mountjoy 

Government 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. prison 

January 14th, 1856. Roman Catholic 

t Chaplain's 

Gentlemen, — I Leg to submit to you my Report for the Report. 
year 1855, on the state of religion among the Catholic convicts 
in Mountjoy Prison. 

The manner in which they have corresponded with the oppor- 
tunities afforded them for religious instruction and compliance 
with their religious duties has been, in general, very satisfac- 
tory — so much so, that I believe it would be found to answer 
fully all reasonable anticipations ; it has, I must say, surpassed 
my own. However, this very laudable zeal for their own best 
interests has been only general, not universal. There have 
been men who could not be moved, either by public exhor- 
tation or private admonition, to dispose themselves for the 
sacraments, even at the time when the Church makes it obli- 
gatory on all Christians to approach them. Thank God, the 
number is small, being only about one per cent. Even these, 
with one solitary exception, have, on all occasions, manifested a 
reverence for religion sufficient to inspire the hope that the 
grace of God will, sooner or later, find entrance into their 
hearts. Besides these few men, whom I call extreme cases, 
there were others in greater number — though their njimber is 
still inconsiderable compared with the -whole — who, indeed, 
profited tolerably by the instructions, and complied with the 
duties that are strictly of precept, with whom, notwithstand- 
ing, I am far from being satisfied. They have shown much 
inconstancy. Their little stock of fervour being soon cooled, 
they languished out their term in Mountjoy, receding rather 
than advancing. Of the remainder — that is, of the great majo- 
rity — I can speak more favourably : they have all approached 
the sacraments of Penance and the Blessed Eucharist several 
times during the year, and many have frequented them. This 
is the surest guarantee for their improvement. 

The following is an abstract of our services: — On all Sun- 
days and holydays, two masses and two instructions : on week- 
days, three instructions, of an hour’s duration each, per week. 

On one day each week confessions have been heard for three 
hours or more, when the prison regulations permitted, by five 
priests at an average ; other opportunities for confession have 
been afforded, according to the wants of the prisoners. About 
eight or ten hours each week have been devoted to visiting 
prisoners in their cells, &c. Visits to the hospital have varied 
with the wants and calls of the sick. At times, when the hos- 
pital contained no case of serious illness, the visits were ordi- 
narily one or two per week. This was for six or seven months 
of the year ; the remainder of the year the visits were more 
frequent, amounting to five or six in the week. Very often 
daily visits were paid ; and occasionally, when some poor con- 
vict was approaching his last moments, the visit was repeated 
two or three times the same day. The sacraments have been 
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administered in the hospital about thirty times during the 
year. The Archbishop administered Confirmation in the Prison 
4th August, when 308 convicts received that sacrament. In 
noting the services performed, I have to rely chiefly on 
memory, yet I trust the account is tolerably accurate. 

In the course of the year certain tracts, published by the 
Board of National Education, entitled severally, “ Scripture 
Lessons” and “ Little Book of Sacred Poetry,” were placed in 
the hands of the convicts by the Head Schoolmaster. As the 
Archbishop and Bishops of this province, assembled in provincial 
synod, had interdicted the use of these books to Catholics,' I 
immediately had recourse to the Deputy-Governor, Mr. Spread, 
(the Governor being then in Philipstown), whom I requested to 
cause said hooks to be withdrawn. It gives me pleasure to state 
that Mr. Spread attended with courtesy and promptness — as 
both he and the Governor are wont to do on all occasions — to 
my request. The hooks were accordingly withdrawn. 

Having placed before you the dispositions of the prisoners, 
and what we have been doing for them, I deem it right to 
advert to certain arrangements and circumstances which exer- 
cise an influence more or less unfavourable to religion and the 
moral improvement of the convicts. 

The chapel has been hitherto our greatest difficulty, from its 
inadequate size, but still more from its arrangement ancl fittings, 
which are as inconvenient and unsuited for Catholic worship as 
might well be conceived ; and most of all from the fact that it 
is common as a place of worship to Catholics and Protestants, 
and withal used as a schoolroom. As ail alteration has been 
already decreed, I will only say that the contemplated change 
will provide a separate chapel for each communion; will confer 
a boon upon religion ; and this boon will he further enhanced 
to the Catholics if the arrangement and fitting up of the new 
chapel be made strictly to harmonize with the requirements of 
Catholic worship and the rubrics of the Catholic Liturgy. I may 
add that the doing so need not entail a single shilling additional 
expense. 

Consequent on the changes introduced into the school de- 
partment during the past year, services on the part of some of 
the teachers, hitherto allowed the Catholic Chaplain, have been 
discontinued. The interests of a considerable portion of the 
convicts must suffer from this change. About one-fourth of the 
convicts enter Mountjoy ignorant of the principal mysteries of 
religion ; they are, moreover, unable to read, and consequently 
have no means of learning their prayers and Catechism save 
from hearing them repeated over aiid over. To add to this 
difficulty, men of this class are almost invariably very slow to 
learn. Hence one of two inconveniences must follow from the 
withdrawal of the catechist : either the Chaplain devotes to 
this class a very great portion of his time, or only a proportion- 
ate share. In the former case the general interests of the 
prison will suffer ; in the latter the instruction of the ignorant 
in the rudiments of religious knowledge will proceed but slowly- 
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In default of this rudimental instruction they profit very little mototjot 
hy instructions intended for the prisoners generally ; and at &0 p™™™ r 

the close of their term of confinement in Mountjoy they will ' 

he found far below the mark they might have attained under a Roman CatUic 

better system. I beg it may he clearly understood that I am 

not personally interested in this matter. Had the assistance 

of the teachers in catechising been continued, I should not, on 

that account, have subtracted one single iota of the present 

services. 

Another consequence of the discontinuance of aid from 
teachers is, that no provision exists for the services of clerk to 
the Catholic Chaplain — services which are simply indispensable. 

One of the teachers (Mr. Hickey) has hitherto voluntarily ren- 
dered that service ; and I am bound to say he has shown herein 
no little zeal — devoting full four hours every Sunday and holi- 
day to attendance on the priest. I beg respectfully to call the 
attention of your Board to this circumstance. 

A sense of duty obliges me to refer to a passage in the last 
Annual Report. At page seven the Report, after stating that “ to 
induce religious impressions into the hearts of the convicts, 
through the influence of their Chaplains," was a principal feature 
in the purpose for which Mountjoy Prison had been built, adds, 
that the “ Chaplains consider that the best preparation for 
these influences is the reflection engendered in separation, 
instead of the mind being busily and pleasantly occupied with 
the active employment of manufactures.” Reason — to say 
nothing of Holy Scriptures — the authority of all sound moral- 
ists, and my own little experience, compel me to dissent in part 
from this view. Separation is excellent; and it is to be desired 
that separation, at .least as to sleeping apartments, were kept 
up during the entire period of confinement. But separation, 
without some occupation, will, after a little, engender any thing 
hut salutary impressions. The system of separation pursued in 
Mountjoy, joined to religious instruction and reading, tells very 
powerfully on the minds of the convicts for two or three months ; 
it subdues, and almost invariably leads to a change of senti- 
ments. It is vain, however, to expect that religion can exercise 
this absorbing influence for a very long period. These poor 
men are not called by God to a contemplative life, and hence 
their minds soon require to be relieved by other occupations. 

If this be denied, the almost inevitable consequence is restless- 
ness and ennui, from which they take refuge in reminiscences 
no wise favourable to improvement, or consume their time in 
corrupting reveries that enervate the character, and, in process 
of time, almost extinguish religions and moral feeling. The 
new grant of religions hooks (for which I beg to tender to your 
Board, on my own behalf and that of the poor men intrusted 
to my care, my best acknowledgments), consisting chiefly of 
Lives of the Saints, and thus presenting religious and moral 
entertainment in its most attractive shape, will, I confidently 
expect, obviate the difficulty in a sensible degree. If, more- 
over, the school, instead of occupying the convict for one bare 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Moitntjoy 

Government 

Prison. 

Roman Catholic 
Chaplain's 
Report. 



60 Second Annual Report of the Directors 

half hour daily, as is the case at present, were made to fill up 
several hours every day, much would be effected towards the 
banishing of idleness. But supposing all this accomplished, 
some other occupation would still be desirable, after the lapse 
of two or three months from their entrance into the prison ; 
and the more “ busily and pleasantly” it would occupy the mind, 
the more it would promote the solid interior improvement of 
the convict. In connexion with this matter, I should mention 
that the facility which the furniture of the cell affords the pri- 
soner of climbing into the window is injurious to many: and 
if this be not effectually remedied before the opening of the 
adjoining female prison, now in course of erection, the result 
will bo disastrous to morals. 

It happens that both the officers under whose immediate 
care the hospital is at present placed are Protestants. This 
arrangement is most inconvenient to the Catholic Chaplain,' 
who cannot, of course, avail himself of the services of a Pro- 
testant when he administers the sacraments. The convicts, on 
the other hand, are unable to render him the services he 
requires — namely, that of cleric. Hence he is compelled to 
trench upon the ritual in a manner that would be culpable in 
him were it not that necessity leaves him no alternative. Again, 
the interests of the Catholic patients suffer from this arrange- 
ment. If a poor prisoner be dying the Chaplain cannot be 
always by his side ; he can only visit him, at the utmost, two 
or three times in the day ; and scarcely does it ever happen 
that he is present at the moment of his death. A Catholic 
officer, supposing him to be a good man, charitable and zeal- 
ous, could., under the direction of the Chaplain, render very 
important spiritual aid to the patients, as well during the course 
of their illness as in their last moments ; and if it bo borne in 
mind how much depends on those moments, I am sure it will 
not be considered importunate in me to plead for an arrange- 
ment which will secure to the convicts the largest available 
amount of succour. 

In the conviction that whatever contributes to inspire the 
convict with a spirit of contentment, and confidence in the sys- 
tem under which he lives, contributes likewise to smoothen the 
way for improvement, I venture to allude to a matter not pro- 
perly within my province— namely, the prisoners’ letters. They 
are permitted, it appears, to write letters at certain intervals, 
but their letters are not sent unless they ho stamped. As 
many of them have no means of procuring stamps, the permis- 
sion sounds to them no better than a mockery, and creates dis- 
content and ill-feeling. I am persuaded that the removal of 
this cause for murmuring, by a small allowance of postage 
stamps, would be productive of good. The stamps, as well as 
the permission to write, could be held out as a reward for good 
conduct. 

In the foregoing remarks I have endeavoured to show you 
the good and the had side, the success and the failure. I have 
done so with all freedom and candour, fully assured that you 
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desire to hear all that regards the religious and moral well- 
being of the convicts. This same conviction of your devoted- T fmsok. 
ness to the interests of the convicts gives me confidence that — 
the obstacles which I have pointed out will meet with all the *“ 

consideration they merit on the part of your Board. Report. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

Francis Cooney, 

Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons 
in Ireland. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. p m tyteri.n 

Chaplain's 

Dublin, January, 1855. Report. 
Gentlemen, — I am to furnish, as directed, the Annual Report ; 
yet is there but little variety to distinguish it from former Re- 
ports, — similar duties, with similar attendant circumstances and 
results. The retrospect of the past year is, in the main, grati- 
fying, while in this case, as generally in truthful pictures of the 
affairs of this world, there appear dark shades as well as lines 
of brightness. On some of the prisoners, it is to be feared, the 
religious aud moral appliances "brought to bear bave but parti- 
ally, if at all, succeeded ; but with others, there is pleasing evi- 
dence it has been otherwise. A few particulars regarding the 
features of the past year may suffice. 

The number of convicts under my care was about the usual 
average of former years — not large, I am thankful to state, as a 
gaol is one of the few places where a clergyman desires to have 
a small congregation to minister to. It is encouraging to think 
that the recent records of our public tribunals indicate a ten- 
dency to diminution of crime in the country at large. 

The class of prisoners of the past year was of a somewhat 
superior grade to those of previous seasons generally, in their 
circumstances of life and attainments. Of those under my 
charge in the prison at the close of 1855, 1 am not aware of one 
unable to read, while several possessed higher acquirements. 

_ The pregnant causes of sin and crime, elicited in conversa- 
tion in the cell, appear to be, as of old, viz., early parental 
neglect, intemperance, desecration of the Sabbath, and the 
companionship of evil. 

The system of school education, introduced during the past 
year, seems well adapted to the capacities and attainments of 
the men, and the testing examination of the cell convinces me 
alike of its suitableness and of the exemplary assiduity of the 
teachers. 

The conduct of the convicts during the year was in general 
good — in some cases without blame or censure ; and the motive 
of prospective advantage, from the system of classification to 
take effect after the preliminary period of probation, judiciously 
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established by the Directors, operated favourably to promote 
exemplary behaviour. 

I have carefully watched the effect of the solitary confine- 
ment on the health and spirits of the men, and am glad to 
report they have borne up well under what, to many of them, 
must have been a severe trial. The more limited period of 
detention in Mountjov, authorized by the Directors, appears to 
have had a good effect on the spirits of the prisoners. Cases 
in hospital during the year were comparatively few, while a 
visit to it, when required, gave much satisfaction, from the 
excellent arrangement and order of the place, under the dis- 
tinguished surgeon of the prison and the attendant officers. 

I gratefully acknowledge a grant of books lately received 
from the Directors, for the religious instruction and comfort of 
the convicts, which have been highly prized, and which will, I 
trust, he very profitable to them. At the same time I would 
suggest that the general library of the prison be rendered 
more useful to the men, in their long solitude, and he copiously 
furnished with works, combining entertainment with useful 
knowledge and correct moral principle, as excellent auxiliaries 
for good. 

It seemed to me imperative duty to make inquiries anxiously 
as to the probable destination and future fortunes of the men 
when liberated . Here evidently comes the difficulty — how shall 
the industry, virtue, and well-being of the prisoner be best 
secured, on getting free. This is the nodus veri dice dignus — the 
grave problem to whose solution the first minds of the empire 
are now directed. It cannot be denied that, after the most 
assiduous, the best directed, and most earnest efforts for the 
reformation of convicts during penal servitude at home,- many 
are likely to be little improved, and will be unequal to the 
temptations of the new and trying state arising on their obtain- 
ing freedom. The result of some inquiries is, that one class of 
prisoners may, on liberation, return with advantage to their 
former neighbourhood rather than go elsewhere ; another class 
could not so return home, but might, with the prospect of much 
good, be sent abroad to some of our distant colonies. Should 
it seem desirable to make a selection, with a view to the cle- 
mency of the Government, these classes might respectively 
supply a considerable quota, as I have uniformly found the 
conduct of such more than commonly exemplary. The future 
of a remaining class, to whom neither of these alternatives 
might apply, seemed dark and depressing, but hope suggests 
their case may be met by measures to he adopted by the 
national authorities, or by private philanthropic associations 
for the employment and reformation of liberated convicts. 

1 have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

W. Wilson, 
Presbyterian Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. Modntjoy 

, , , _ . Goveknmimt 

Mount] oy Government Prison, Pbison. 

January 11, 1856. , 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your instructions I have master 1 sBeport. 
the honour to submit my Report on the school in connexion, with 
this prison, for the year ending 31st December, 1855. 

The unsuitability of the Chapel for the purposes of secular 
instruction led me to adopt the only alternative, but the far 

l esa evil the teaching of the prisoners in the wards. The want 

of proper accommodation is a most weighty drawback to im- 
provement. The very atmosphere of a schoolroom, judiciously 
furnished, exercises a great influence on the minds of pupils. 

In the wards there is always something to distract ; in a school- 
room every thing is calculated to attract and fix the attention. 

Before attempting to organize the school, or to lay down any 
system or method of conducting it, the necessity became apparent 
of ascertaining the status of education amongst the prisoners, 
in order that my opinions should be grounded upon the broadest 
basis possible. This was a heavier undertaking than is easily 
conceived, and as I calculated that it would take a considerable 
time to accomplish, I concluded that the most prudent course 
to adopt was to suspend the business of school, until the prison- ■ 
ers had been classified according to their reading only; construct 
a temporary “ time table,” and allow the school to go on as 
usual — the two assistant masters instructing, while myself and 
the second master proceeded with the general examination. In 
order to record the particulars of the examination, a form of 
school register, -suited to the peculiar requirement of a prison 
school, was found indispensably necessary. With the assistance 
of the second master, I was enabled in a short time to lay before 
your Board for their approval, a form of prison school register, 
much upon the same plan as that used in the National Schools, 
with such additions and alterations as appeared necessary. 

Each prisoner was examined in his own cell, either by myself 
or the second master ; but knowing well that inaccurate statis- 
tics, being false data, give erroneous conclusions, and that 
instead of being a safe guide to the statistician, are always the 
reverse, we invariably checked each other, so that afterwards 
we might look upon the records as undoubtedly correct. 

The following is a list of prisoners classed as “fairly educated.” 

I have taken the age, crime, former occupation, and number of 
times convicted before, from the general register of the prison: — 



Register 

No. 


Ago. 


Crime. 


Former 

Occupation. 


Times 
Convicted 
before. ' 


2901 


25 


Robbery from a chapel, . . 


Soldier — clerk, 


Not known. 


2961 


48 


Obtaining goods under false 
pretences, .... 


Merchant, 


Six. 


2967 


25 


Felony — silk handkerchiefs, 8ic. 


Draper, . 


Never. 


3203 


35 


Forgery, . . 


Labourer, 


Never . 


3264 


30 


Embezzlement, . 


Cleric, . 


Never. 


3373 


18 


Larceny, . . . . . 


Labourer, 


Never. 


3457 


35 


Assault, . . .. . 


Printer, . 


'Never.. 
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The following is a list of prisoners who may be classed as 
approximating to “ fairly educated.” 



Times 

Convicted 

before. 



Twice. 

Four times. 

Never. 

Once. 

Never. 

Once. 

Never. 

Once. 

Once. 

Three times, 

Never. 



The per centago of prisoners “fairly educated” is T5, and 
the per centage of those approximating to “ fairly educated” is 
2*3, giving a total of 3'8 — the remainder, 96*2, being almost 
without education. But of the number “ fairly educated” only 
one was known to be an inmate of a prison before ; and as the 
rest are men who previously had led a correct life, hut owing 
to the frailty of human nature, in a weak moment yielded to 
temptation, it is to be hoped will never be found in prison again. 

Judging from personal appearances, and character of the 
answers given to simple questions, the following is a summary 
of the conclusions arrived at with respect to the natural order 
of intellect possessed by the prisoners, and the degree of mental 

has undergone. 

Bead middling, ... 94 

Bead well, .... 93 

475 

WRITING. 

Unable to form a letter, . .171 

Able to write large hand, . 157 
Write badly, .... 80 

Write middling, . . . 47 

Write well, . . ..20 

475 

ARITHMETIC. 

Unable to write figures, . . 171 

Able to write figures only, . 188 
Acquainted with part of the 
simple rules, ... 90 

Acquainted with part of the 

compound rules, . . 9 

Able to work sums in Propor- 
tion and, above, . ,11 

*475 



culture or development winch i1 



NATURAL ORDER OF INTELLECT, 

"Very low, 

Low, 

Below average, 

Average, 

Above average, 

High, . 

475 



DEVELOPMENT. 



Scarcely any, 
A little, . 
Moderate, 
Fair, 

Considerable, 



READING. 



Ignorant of Alphabet, 
Unable to read. 

Head badly. . 



259 

161 

39 

8 

8 

475 



12 

134 

142 



Register 

No. 


Age. 


Crime. 


Former 

Occupation. 


2847 


17 


Larceny, .... 


Labourer, 


2920 


19 


Larceny, .... 


Labourer, . 


3368 


36 


Embezzlement, 


Clerk, 


3408 


24 


Larceny, 


Labourer, 


3.503 


28 


Threatening letter, . 


Farmer, . 


3543 


24 


Felonv, 


Draper, . 


3552 


22 


Felony, 


Druggist, 


3546 


45 


Breaking into a eliapel, . 


Barber, . 


3020 


46 


Beceiving stolen goods, , 


Wool-comber, . 


3077 


18 


Sacrilege, .... 


Labourer, 


3155 


16 


Burglary, .... 


Labourer, 
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MEANINGS OF WORDS. 



Scarcely any, . 
A little, . 
Moderate, 
Considerable, . 



Per cent. 

312 . G5'7 

118 . 24 8 
34 . 7-1 

11 . 2*4 



GENERAL INFORMATION. 



Perfectly ignorant, 
Scarcely any, . 

A little, . 
Moderate, 
Considerable, . 



Mountjoy 

Government 

Prison. 

195 Head Scliool- 
] 25 master's Report. 

27 

11 



475 



475 



The per centage able to read, is 69'-2, but of these only 39 4 
are able to read middling or well, and would therefore under- 
stand what they read if they knew the meanings of the words, 
but the remainder read so incorrectly, that even if they knew 
the meanings of the words they could not understand what they 
read, they make such nonsense of it. But only those who 
> know the meanings of words used in ordinary conversation can 
understand what they read, and the per centage of these is 
9 5 — of the 69-2 per cent, who read, nearly 60 per cent, cannot 
understand what they read, and therefore cannot profit by it ; 
while of the entire number of prisoners, more than 90 per cent, 
are incapable of understanding a familiar lecture or discourse, 
and hence the difficulty to which the llev. Mr. Clay alludes 
in his last report on the Preston House of Correction : — 

11 And here I may suggest, that the great ignorance which lies 
at the root of the causes that bring men into prison, is also the 
cause which renders the reformatory discipline of the prison 
more ineffective than it would otherwise be. It is extremely 
difficult, too often it is impossible, for a gaol chaplain to speak in 
language capable of conveying the momentous truths of religion, 
to persons who know not the meaning of such words as virtue, 
vice, righteousness, iniquity.” 

There are two modes of imparting instruction. — the simulta- 
neous or in classes, and the individual or in cells. The prisoners 
receiving instruction in classes stand side by side in semi-circles 
described round the teachers, who alone are permitted to 
instruct them ; the monitorial system, or one prisoner acting the 
part of another prisoner’s tutor, being in my mind very prudently 
excluded from reformatory training, when moral influence must 
be considered an important agent. 

, The great majority being ignorant of the meanings of the 
simplest words, and therefore wholly unable to clearly under- 
stand even the simplest language, it appeared of the first im- 
portance to give this branch of education primary consideration. 
For this purpose, the teachers have been enjoined from the 
beginning to strictly adhere to the following instructions, taken 
from the Preface of the First Lesson Book of the Commissioners 
of Education, “ It is recommended to Teachers to make their 
pupils perfectly acquainted with one lesson before they proceed 
to another, and to exercise them as much as possible in the 
meanings of such words and sentences as admit of being defined 
and explained.” 

The subjects taught in classes are spelling, reading, geo- 

r 
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>rds ; the subject-matter of the 
fully explained and illustrated. 

* The geographical'lessons, when first introduced, were rather 
mujfrr’Sswrf coldly received. This may be accounted for from the fact, that 
ep . almogt the prisoners looked upon a map as some mystical 
representation of the earth, and believed it impossible for 
ignorant men like them ever to comprehend. This delusion, 
however, was easily dispelled, and after some time the prisoners 
anxiously inquired for the day on which the next geographical 
lesson should be given. These lessons, I am happy to report, 
have been attended with excellent results. For instance, many 
of these men since their adolescence have been of opinion that 
it was impossible for them to learn any thing ; they now see 
their error, and when once an ignorant man is convinced that a 
notion entertained by him is erroneous, he is likely to be less 
wedded to his other opinions for the future, and the first advance 
is made towards his ultimate improvement. Each prisoner is 
supplied in his cell with such hooks as are level with his capacity, 
in order to afford him an opportunity of self-instruction, which, 
I am happy to report., is embraced by a large portion of the 
prisoners. The following is a list of the hooks allowed in the 
cells, to the prisoners of the several classes. 

School books, &c. supplied to Prisoners in their cells. 

First Class First Division — First Book, table book, slate, slate pencil. 

Second Division First Book, table book, slate, slate pencil. Third Division. 

— Second Book, table book, slate, slate pencil. 

Second Class First Division — Second Book, table book, slate, slate 

pencil, small arithmetic, spelling book. Second Division Second Book, 

table book, slate, slate pencil, small arithmetic, spelling book. Third 
Division Third Book, table book, slate, slate pencil, small arithmetic, spell- 

ing book. 

Third Class . — First Division — Third Book, table book, slate, slate pencil, 
small arithmetic, spelling book, dictionary, money matters. Second Division. 
— Fourth Book, table book, slate, slate pencil, small arithmetic, spelling book, 
Agricultural Class Book, dictionary, money matters, selections from the British 
Poets (vols. 1 & 2), Biographical Sketches of the British Poets. Third 
Division.— Fifth Book, table book, slate, slate pencil, small arithmetic, spelling 
book, Agricultural Class Book, dictionary, money matters, Selections from the 
British Poets (vols. 1 & 2), Biographical Sketches, Sullivan’s Literary Class 
Book. 

Prisoners writing on slates — copper-plate head pieces. Prisoners writing 
on paper — copy book, copper-plute head piece, pen, ink. Prisoners learning 
“ Practice*’ and above — a large arithmetic instead of a small one. Prisoners 
who know any thing of grammar — a Sullivan’s grammar. Prisoners who 
know any thing of geography — a Sullivan’s geography, atlas. Prisoners not 
belonging to the Roman Catholic religion — Scripture Extracts ( vols. 1, 2, 3, 
and 4), Sacred Poetry. 

It should he observed, that very seldom is a prisoner allowed 
all the hooks set down for the class to which he belongs. This 
list merely shows what books he may get if he makes a proper 
use of them; but should it appear that lie makes no use of 
certain books, or abuses the privilege of having them in his 
cell, they are immediately taken from him ; but it is my pleasing 
duty to report, that although hooks have been withheld from 



Moustjot graphy, and the meanings of w 
lessons read by the prisoners is 
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prisoners who had no taste or aptitude to study them, it was 

seldom found necessary to deprive a prisoner of his hooks for 

injuring them: and in almost all the cases where the books had — 

been scribbled upon, it was plain that it occurred more from habit miner’s Report. 

than a desire to do mischief. On referring to the “ Conduct 

Book,” I find that for the last three months there has not been 

a prisoner reported for injuring a book. This state of things 

appears the more satisfactory, when it is remembered that a 

considerable number of prisoners have been drafted into this 

prison, who had been found incorrigible in the other convict 

depots. 

From the frequent clashing of the teachers and warders’ 
duties, and the consequent bickerings occurring between these 
two classes of officers, owing to the want of some arrangement 
definitely marking the precise duties of each, it appeared desir- 
able to draw up the following rules, which the Governor was 
kind enough to sanction, and which 1 am happy to report, have 
fully realized my expectations. It will be seen from these 
rules, that the discipline of the prison is maintained in its integ- 
rity, while undergoing such modifications as are suited to the 
discipline appropriate to schools. Since their adoption both 
teachers and warders have been relieved of a great weight of 
responsibility, as neither party knew exactly what was expected 
of him, and each in his eagerness to fully maintain discipline, 
took upon himself not only his own portion of the duty, but 
also that of his brother officer. Both parties now work effec- 
tively and harmoniously together. 

“ GENERAL RULES. (DISCIPLINE). 

“ 1 . All orders to the teachers shall be given through the 
head master. 

“ 2. Ho officer or other person, except the teachers, to inter- 
fere or communicate, directly or indirectly, with the prisoners 
while under instruction. 

“ 3. The teacher to have authority to call upon a warder to 
afford him any information which he may require respecting a 
prisoner ; or to remove any prisoner whose conduct the teacher 
considers is interfering with the business of the class, or who 
appears to him deficient in personal cleanliness. 

“ 4. The teachers will be held individually responsible for 
the conduct and attention of the prisoners while under instruc- 
tion in their respective classes. 

“5. The teachers shall report to the head teacher every 
prisoner whose conduct is idle or inattentive, or who shall com- 
municate, or attempt to communicate, with another prisoner, 
while under the teacher’s supervision. 

“ 6. Each teacher shall keep a note-book, in which he will 
enter the division, ward, and cell number of any prisoner whose 
conduct he may think it necessary to report. 

“7. The teachers shall submit their reports to the head 
teacher every day at three o’clock, p.m. 

p 2 
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“ 8. Any teacher -wilfully neglecting to comply with these 
rules shall be made amenable to such penalty, in the shape of 
fine or reprimand, as the Governor may deem fit to inflict. 

“ 9. The head master shall report to the Governor any 
teacher who tolerates disorder calculated to hinder the business 
from going, on, or who suffers a prisoner to be idle or disor- 
derly in his class, without noting same in his Report Book. 

“ 10. The head teacher shall deal with reports against prison- 
ers in such a manner as he deems most expedient, but, should 
his admonitions fail to correct, he shall report all such cases to 
the Governor. 

“11. Each teacher shall be furnished, by the head teacher, 
with a programme of his duties, specifying the distribution of 
his time during the day; and he shall be punctual in his atten- 
tion thereto, under pain of subjecting himself to the penalties 
regulated in Rule 8. 

_ “ 12. It shall be a duty incumbent upon the teachers, when 
visiting the prisoners individually, to enter into some conversa- 
tion calculated to instruct and enlighten their minds — to draw 
out their natural dispositions — and to subdue the vicious feelings 
which may be expressed in the course of conversation ; always 
carefully abstaining from any topic tending to create or foster 
a spirit of jealousy, or ill-will, or any other bad feeling against 
any person whatever. 

“ (Signed) Robt. Netterville, Governor.” 



The head and second schoolmasters of Spike Island, the 
schoolmaster of Newgate, and the schoolmasters of Mountjoy 
Convict Depots, have been trained under me since last March. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 



To the Chairman and Directors 
of Convict Prisons. 



Edw. M'Gatjran, 

Head Schoolmaster. 



Smithfield 

Government 

Prison. 



SMITHFIELD GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



Governor's 

Report. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Smithfield Convict Prison, 
9th January, 1856. 

Gentlemen, In accordance with your instructions I have 
the honour to submit herewith the statistics of this prison for 
the year 1855. 

. During the year a system of classification and new regula- 
tions were introduced which have tended to regularity, and are 
beneficial to the convicts, at the same time that the necessary 
control is maintained. 

The operation of the classification system has been most 
satisfactory ; by its badges, gratuities, and monthly marks, it 
encourages the well-disposed prisoner to exertion and perse- 
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verance, and induces him to dovoto his time and, what is of 
more importance, his mind, to industry — to acquire knowledge ”* 1 ™” 
from the schoolmaster — to learn a useful trade from the in- — - 

structor — and obedience from the discipline officer, each of i™p™ t ° rs 
whom records his progress monthly ; while the careless and 
indifferent, and even the worst characters, are roused to endea- 
vour to obtain advancement in grade from probation to higher 
classes, and encouragement is held out to them, under strict 
supervision, to become good and useful men. 

The liberation of well-behaved prisoners, on completing a 
certain portion of their sentences, has been another stimulus 
to good conduct ; many such, on discharge, have enlisted, and 
favourable intelligence has been received from others who 
learned trades in prison, and are industriously at work, with 
fair prospect of doing well. 

Although much trouble was experienced in selecting and 
classifying the prisoners in accordance with the new system, it 
is gratifying to state the punishments comparatively were few, 
and I was not under the necessity of resorting to severity 
except in one or two instances. 

llcgulations for officers have also been introduced and en- 
forced, and have proved an useful check on their conduct, by 
restrictions, fines, &c., rendering them more alert and attentive ; 
their conduct has been uniformly good. 

In conclusion, I think it right to observe that this prison was 
nfcver intended to contain, permanently, a body of convicts ; up 
to 1841 it was a penitentiary for juveniles, and was then given 
up in a most dilapidated state. In 1843 it was remodelled, 
and fitted up as a depot for convicts from county gaols, in 
transitu to Australia ; about 200 or 300 wore so sent up to be 
in readiness for embarkation on the arrival of a convict ship ; 
they remained for four or five weeks, and were then embarked, 
with the exception of a few, who did not pass the surgeon, 
owing to their youth or some physical defect. 

_ Since transportation partially ceased, large numbers of con- 
victs were permanently placed in this prison ; the officers have 
had to contend with many difficulties, the prison being very 
insecure without an insulating wall — the hacks of the cells 
abutting on old houses, farm and stock yards ; the wards crowded, 
and the exercise ground utterly insufficient ; and facility existing 
for communication between the prisoners aud persons outside 
the walls. 

With all those disadvantages, I trust that, under the circum- 
stances, everything has been done to promote the most import- 
ant of all objects — the social and moral improvement of the 
convicts ; and in my endeavoux-s to carry out this work, I have 
experienced the most cordial and unremitting co-operation of 
all the officers of the prison. 

I have the honour to bo, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, J 

John Lamb, Governor. 

-Uie Directors of Convict 
Prisons, &c., &c. 
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Statement of the Number of Convicts in Custody, Committed, 
and Disposed of. Year ending 31st December, 1855. 



In custody 1st January, 1855, 

Beceived during the Year from Mountjoy Prison, . 
„ „ Philipstown, „ 

„ „ Newgate, „ . 

„ „ Military, „ . 



Disposed of— -Discharged, . . .51 

„ To Spike Island Prison, . 106 

„ „ Philipstown, „ . 19 

» „ Newgate, „ . 2 

„ „ Mountjoy, „ . 1 

Died, . . . . .17 



238 

1J5 

16 

2 

1 



372 



196 



Eemainmg in custody, 1st January, 1856, . . 176 



SENTENCES. 



4 years penal servitude, 


70 


6 „ 


1> 


19 


8 „ 


n 


2 


7 


transportation, 


22 


10 „ 




15 


14 ,, 


1 » 


2 


IS „ 
Life, 




3 


„ 


1 



AGES WHEN CONVICTED. 

14 years and under 16, . 9 



16 


11 


20, 


75 


20 


JJ 


30, 


. 30 


30 




40, 


. 9 


40 


1» 


50, 


6 


50 


>1 


60, 


. 5 



134 



134 



Greatest number in custody, 
year 1855, . . . 271 

Least number in custody, . 176 

Daily average number, year 

1855, . . . 210 ! 

CRIMES. 



Assault and Bobbery, . . 3 

Attempting to Stab, . . 1 

Burglary, .... 9 

Burglary and Bobbery, 1 1 ; 

Burglary and Larceny, 3, . 14 

Cow Stealing, ... 2 

Felony, 10; Subsequent 
Felony, 6, . ' .16 

Housebreaking, ... 9 

Larceny, . . . .21 

Larceny (previous conviction), 14 

Larceny from Person, . . 11 

Obtaining Goods under false 
pretences, .... 2 

Obtaining Money under false 
pretences, . . . . 1 



Perjury, ... 1 

Bobbery from Dwelling, . 6 

Beceiving Stolen Goods, . 11 

Bape, 2 

Sheep Stealing, ... 6 

Stealing Money, ... 1 

Sacrilege, .... 1 

Shooting at, . . . .1 

Military. 

Violence to Superior Officer, . 1 

Striking Superior Officer, . 1 



134 



PRISON OFFENCES PUNISHED. 

Befusing to work, . . , # 4 

Insolence to Prison Officers, . . * *. 17 

Disobedience, . . . . * .17 

Insubordination and Disorderly conduct, . .18 

Mutinous, and Assaulting Prison Officers, . 2* 

Attempting to communicate with Persons outside, . 6 

Attempting to communicate with Sentry, . .14 



* One whipped. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons in Ireland . 7 1 



Quarrels and Assaults (Prisoners), . . . 9 

False charge against Prison Officers, . . .1 

Wasting and Injuring Prison Property, . . 9 

Punishments, . . 97 



NUMBER OF PRISONERS PUNISHED. 



DURATION OF PUNISHMENT. 



Prisoners. 


Punish- 

ments. 


Punishments. 






Hours 

each. 


42 once, 


. . 42 


30 average hours in DarkCells, 


H 


15 twice, 


. 30 


18 






13 


4 three times, 


. 12 


10 






20 


2 four times, . 


8 


17 






32 


1 five times, . 


5 


18 






64 


— 


— 


3 






130 


64 


97 


1 


JJ 




301 


Punishments per cent. 23’60. 














97 









Number of Visits of Non-Resident Officers during the Year. 



Protestant Chaplain, 




204 


11. C. Chaplain, . • 




253 


Presbyterian Chaplain, . 


. 


139 


Physician, 




226 


Apothecary, 




35 



Report of Smithfield Government Prison School, for the Ten 
Months of the Year 1855, ending October 31st. 



The total number of Convicts in attendance at School, was . . 324 

The average number of Convicts in daily attendance at School, was 135 

The number of those learning Geography, .... 50 

The number learning English Grammar, . . . .10 

The number learning Algebra and Geometry, . . . 6 

The number of those who were dull and incapable of any consider- 
able progress, . . . . . . .17 



Classification and Proficiency of Convicts in attendance 
at School, stated as follows : — 



| 

o 

o 

S 

E 

a 

fc 


Classes 

Commenced. 


m 

1 

13 

.3 

! £ 


Advanced through early 
Spelling. 


Advanced through early 
Reading. 


8 

§ 

'S'M 

2 

J5 

Et 


Through a course of 
Writing. 


i a 

rs 

§3 
— 0 

II 

'O r c 


Head Higher Rules of 
Arithmetic. 


If 

a | 
% 8 

M ® 
^ o 

1” 


g . 
53 S 

ft 

Oh 
a ^ 

-s 3 

ft 


4 

g 

H 


1 


The Alphabet, . 


9 


5 


i 










_ 


3 


9 


2 


Early Spelling, . 


37 


12 


16 


- 


1 


- ' 


- 1 


- 1 


8 


37 


3 


Early Reading, . 


86 


_ 


35 


8 


37 


- 


- , 


- 


6 


86 


4 


Advanced Read- 
ing- 

Writing, . 


79 ; 






22 


40 


15 


2 






79 


5 


41 


_ 






28 


13 


- 


- 


- 


41 


* 6 


Simple Rules of 
Arithmetic, 


CO 










32 


28 






60 


7 


Rule of Pro- 
portion, 


12 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


! 6 


6 


- 


12 




Total, 


324 


17 


52 


30 


106 


60 


36 


1 C 
| 


17 


324 
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Subjoined is the School Report for Two Months ended the 



31st December, 1855. 

Total number of Convicts on the rolls on the 31st December, . .160 

Daily average attendance for two months, ended 31st December, . 144 
Number receiving instruction in English Grammar, . . .12 

„ „ Geography, . . • .99 

„ „ Algebra and Geometry, . . 4 

„ „ Writing, . . • .63 



Classification and Proficiency of Convicts. 



No. of Class. 


5 

a 

o 


In the Alphabet. 


c S 

s nj 

S g 

12 
O O 


•Si, 

-3” 

I | 

“2 , A 
■Z a 2 

i Si 

CS"~ 


Advanced Read- 
ing. 


A 

jj 

a ° 


Compound rules 
and Reduction. 


Proportion and 
above. 


•4 

< 

H 

O 

E 1 


1st Class, . 


12 


i 


n 












12 


2nd Class, 


24 


_ 


- 


8 


18 


_ 


- 




24 


Sequel Class, 


25 


- 


- 


5 


20 


- 


- 


_ 


25 


3rd Class, 


64 


— 


- 


_ 


26 


25 


13 


_ 


64 


4 th Class, . 


35 




“ 




9 


7 


4 


15 


35 


Total, . 


180 


i 


11 


13 


71 


32 


17 


15 


160 



Work performed by Prisoners, and delivered to the Superin- 
tendent of Trades’ Government Stores, Year ending 31st 
December, 1855. 



MAT-MAKING. 

1,690 Mats and Matting. 

TAILORING. 

586 Monkey Jackets. 

1,234 Vests. 

554 Frieze Jackets. 

1,099 Trowsers. 

636 Frieze Caps. 

60 Suits, Warders’ Uniform. 

SHOEMAKING. 

1,431 Pahs Boots and Shoes. 

179 Patent Belts. 

1 Letter-bag. 

6 Mufflers. 

BRUSHES AND BROOMS. 

333 Dozen Brushes and Brooms. 

TIN-WARE. 

84 Tin (Milk) Buckets. 

101^ Dozen Tin Dishes. 

, 102| Dozen Tin Quarts. 



4 Dozen Spittoons (for Hos- 
pital use). 

24 Oil Jars. 

13 Tin Basins. 

2 „ Kettles. 

2 „ Teapots. 

1 „ Milk Strainer. 

2 „ Funnels. 

4 „ Gallon Measures. 

78 Doz. Tin Knives. 

104 „ Spoons. 

CARPENTRY AND TURNING. 

45 Coffins. 

536 Boards planed. 

78 Doz. Knife handles turned. 

■ 222 Doz. Brushes . bored and 

backed. 

NET -MAKING. 

110 Vegetable Rets. 

SMITHS AND NAILERS. 

10,500 Kails assorted. 



Making and Repairing for Use of Prison, 



340 Suits Prison Clothing. 
165 Shirts. 

51 Sheets. 

101 Bugs. 



171 Bed Ticks. 

457 Pairs Shoes. 

20 Dozen Brushes and Brooms. 
4 Tin Boilers. 
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13 Milk Buckets. 

205 Tin Quarts and Pints. 

95 „ Knives. 

96 „ Spoons. 

41 Timber panes for windows. 

38 Cell Buckets. 

14 Stretchers. 

43 Cot Frames. 

106 Hammer Handlcs(for Shoe shop) 
1 8 Sleek Sticks. 

6 Sleeve Boards. 

Shelving in Store Room. 

10 Closet Doors. 

1 "Wheelbarrow. 



Daily Average Number Employed 
at Manufactures, &c. 
Mat-making and assisting, . 30 

Tailoring, 21 ; Learning, 33, . 54 

Shoemaking, 22 ; „ 25, . 47 

Brushmaking, 2; „ 10, . 12 

Tin Smiths, .... 2 

Carpenters and Turners, . 3 

General Employment, . . 3 

Total, . .151 



1 Cover for Ashpit. 

Flooring in Hospital Bath-room. 
Alteringand removing a Lathe. 
16 Shoemakers’ Seats. 

21 Dozen Beef and "Vegetable Nets 

1 „ Milk-can handles. 

45 Pair Leg Irons. 

65 Cot hooks. 

2 Iron Rakes for Kitchen. 

2 Iron Gravel Rakes for Yards. 
2 Ladles. 

4 Dozen Knife Handles turned. 
13 Dozen Awl Hafts turned. 



210 
30 
5 
5 

19 59 

151 

Prisoners Learned the following 



Trades during the Year. 



Mat-making, . 


. 13 


Shoemaking, . 


. 97 


Tailoring, 


. 63 


Brush and Broom-making, 


. 9 


Carpentry, 


. 2 


Tin Smiths, 


. ' 3 


Total, 


. 187 



Daily average number in custody, 

C In Hospital, 

T , ; Aged and Infirm, 

Loss daily average, . J c £ ofcs and Labou ’ rer5 , 

t Cleaning Prison, &c., 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit the Medical 
Report on Smithfielcl Convict Prison for the year 1855. 

The following is a general statement of the movement in the 
hospital of the prison during the year : — 



Number of patients in hospital, January 1st, 1855, from 
former year, 22 

Number admitted since, to 31st December, inclusive, . .361 

Total under treatment in the year, . . . . . 383 

Of these there were discharged 3S0 

Died i, 

Remaining in hospital, 1st January, 1856 36 



383 

The average daily number of patients in hospital amounted 
to thirty-three. The mortality on the cases treated to a termina- 
tion (347), was 4 - 9 per cent. 



Shithfield 

Government 

Prison. 

Governor s 

Report. 

Statistics. 



MediccdOfficer'B 

Report. 
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Shithpieid Table 1 . The following table exhibits the age, the date of 

G °p'SSn. EKT conviction, of committal to Smithfield, and of admission to 
— hospital, the duration of residence in hospital, and the cause 

S? W# “ r ’ S of death in the oases ttat P roved fataL 



£ 

£ 

5? 

K 

s 

! A 


if 


£ 


Date of 
Conviction. 


Date of 
Committal 
to Smithtield. 


Date of 
Admission to 
Hospital. 


Date 

of 

Death. 


Cause of Death. 


5“ 

?r 

Si 














1855. 






6616 


J.C. 


18 


Oct. 25, 1352, 


May 27, 1853, 


Sep. 11, 1854, 


Jan. 26, 


Pulmonary Con- 
sumption, 


13? 


6^7 


M.T. 


22 


Apr. 11, 1851, 


Mar. 17,1853. 


Nov. 29, 1854, 


Feb. 24, 


do. 


8i 


6434 


W.D. 


29 




June 3, 1852, 


Feb. 22, 1855, 


Mar. 3, 


Peritonitis, 


9 


6736 


W.R. 


22 


April 8, 1849, 


April 5, 1854, 


Oct. 31, 1854, 


Mar. 31, 


Pulmonary Con- 
sumption, 


151 


6645 


A.T. 


72 


Mar. 5, 1853, 


June 27, 1853, 


Dec. 1, 1854, 


April 18, 


Disease of Lungs 
and Kidneys, 


138 


6737 


J.D. 


27 


Oct. 31, 1849, 


April 5, 1854, 


Feb. 16,1855, 


April23, 


Pulmonary Con- 
sumption, 


£6 


6540 


T.M. 


23 


July 1, 1850, 


Jan. 28, 1853, 


April 16, 1855, 


May 13, 
May 26, 


do. 


31 


6901 


H.M. 


54 


July 1, 1854, 


Jan. 15, 1855, 


Jan. 15, 1855, 


do. 


131 


6919 


J.B. 


48 


June 23, 1852, 


Jan. 22, 1855, 


Mar. 4, 1855, 


May 31, 


do. 


88 


6703 


H.J. 


19 


Jan. 5, 1854, 


Mar. 17,1854, 


Mar. 31, 1855, 


June 11, 


Paralysis, 


70 


6848 


J.G. 


41 


Mar. 6, 1854, 


June 27, 1854, 


Jan. 20, 1855, 


June 15, 


Pulmonary Con- 
sumption, 


136 


6741 


J.S. 


23 


June 26, 1851, 


April 5, 1854, 


Feb. 12, 1855, 


June 18, 


do. 


las 


6932 


U.B. 


27 


June 27, 1853, 


Jan. 22, 1854, 


April 9, 1855, 


June 27, 


do. 


19 


6860 


H.A. 


25 


Jan. 7, 1854, 


June 27, 1854, 


Jan. 27, 1855, 


July 8, 


do. 


160 


6868 


S.M'C. 


19 


Jan. 9, 1054, 


June 27, 1854, 


April 18,1855, 
Mar. 28, 1854, 
June 21, 1855, 


Aug. 5, 


do. 


109 


6090 


P.C. 


54 


Mar. 27, 1851, May 20, 1851, 


Aug. 8, 


Chronic Diarrhoea 


493 


6889 


WAV. 


25 


June 16, 1852, 


j Jan. 15, 1855, 


Oct. 7, 


Pulmonary Con- 
sumption, 


108 



Table 2. — This table presents a specification of the diseases 
with which the patients admitted in the year were affected. 



Simple Fever, 
Gastric Fever, 
Intermittent Fever, 
Erysipelas, 
Influenza, 
Bronchitis, 

Catarrh, . 
Inflammation of the 
Pleurisy, . 

Asthma, . 

Disease of Heart, 
Epilepsy, 

Paralysis, 

Peritonitis, 





. 11 




. 3 




1 




. 1 




. 46 




. 39 




. 131 


Lungs, 


. 1 




. 3 




. 4 




. 1 




. 2 




. 1 




. 1 



Diarrhoea, 
Consumption, . 
Scrofulous diseases, 
Scurvy, . 
Rheumatism, . 
Neuralgia, 
Ophthalmia, . 
Otitis, 

Itch, . . 

Hernia, . 
Accidental injuries, 



16 

28 

18 

1 

13 

5 

22 



361 



There was nothing remarkable or unusual in the nature of the 
diseases that prevailed in the prison during the past year, as 
has been frequently observed in former reports ; the serious 
sickness, as well as the mortality, was almost all owing to slowly 
wasting diseases, the result, in general, of tubercular and scrofu- 
lous degeneration, which may he regarded as the peculiar 
scourge of convict prisons in Ireland. The acute diseases, 
febrile and inflammatory, were, for the most part, of a mild 
character. No case of contagious disease occurred; at the same 
time, the amount of sickness during the past year was not only 
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greater, but, taking into account the prison population of the 
trro years, far exceeded that of the preceding year. JLms -will prison. 
be apparent from a comparison of the returns for those years. Medi ~^ 
Thus, in 1854, when the fluctuating population of the prison Rcrort _ 
amounted to 472, and the average daily number in confinement 
was 286, the number of admissions to hospital in the year was 
only 330 ; whereas, in 1855, with a population of only 372, and 
a daily average of only 210 in confinement, the admissions to 
hospital amounted to 361. 

This increase of sickness in the past year is, however, to be 
ascribed altogether to the circumstances that almost all the 
convicts in this depot, during a great part of the year, were 
unhealthy, infirm, or delicate persons. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Brady. 

To the Directors of Government 
Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Cte**™* 

Report. 

During the past year the usual services and week-day duties 
were duly attended to ; and while we trust that the seed sown, 
may, in the Lord’s own time, bring forth fruit, it is given to us 
here to see the results only in some individual oases. Some 
such, however, I have had the gratification to observe during 
the year; and it was very visible in all of those whom it 
pleased the Lord to call to himself. Never, for the last twelve 
years, were my duties in this prison so trying and so onerous 
as during the last twelve months. In my Report for 1854, I 
stated how those duties had been progressively increasing ; 
and, in addition thereto, the number of Protestants who died, 
after lingering illness, was out of all proportion — amounting 
to nearly one-half of the entire numbor of deaths in the 
prison, which was much above the average, during the year 
now closed. Most of those whose cases terminated fatally, 
were affected with pulmonary consumption, a disease, the 
characteristic of which is, that to the last the patient cherishes 
hope of recovery, and looks upon the slightest palliation of suf- 
fering as a decided token of convalescence ; consequently, such 
cases are peculiarly trying to the minister, in his labours to 
turn the dying sinner’s thoughts from earth to eternity. And 
of such I had, in the course of the year, seven cases, each of 
whom was, on an average, three months confined to bed ; so 
that up to the 1st of November, I had never less than two or 
three such cases requiring most constant and most anxious 
attendance. In my last Report I alluded to two convicts who 
were tainted with infidel principles: one of them was dis- 
charged early in the year ; the other still remains, hut I am 
thankful to say, that he gives every evidence of being a 
changed man, and is most exemplary for his docility, desire 
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Goverme?! ^ or ' tl8 * ruc ^ on > and general good conduct. The system ol 
PaSos?* 1 classification of prisoners, and making their promotion contin- 
— gent on their good conduct, is a most valuable improvement, 

Report™ ’ a nd was quite a desideratum. But as so very many reach the 

highest class in ordinary course, I think the best possible 
effects would result from a slight alteration in the plan, where- 
by speedier promotion from the first and second classes would 
he accorded to a select few, who, by peculiarly good conduct, 
would merit such a distinction. Some such we have in this 
prison ; and at present they can attain to the class of “ Exem- 
plary ” only in common with many others who (though fairly 
'.deserving of their promotion, according to the ordinary scale), 
are very much inferior to them in those qualities which would 
seem to he deserving of special reward ; and as hope deferred 
maketh the heart sick ; so, oil the other hand, I am sure that 
the best results would follow from a more speedy reward of 
special good conduct. From the Governor, Deputy Governor, 
and every other officer of the prison, 1 continue to meet with 
that cordial co-operation and attention which I have invariably 
experienced for the last twelve years. 

Thomas B. Shore, Protestant Chaplain. 

Smithfield Government Prison, 

5th January, 1856. 



Roman CatMk BOHAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S BEPOPiT. 

Chaplain's 

Saint Paul’s, Arran-quay. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your request, conveyed to 
me by Mr. Lamb, calling on me to express my opinion concern- 
ing the prisoners committed to my charge in the Smithfield 
Penitentiary, during the year 1855, I feel great pleasure in 
being able to state their general conduct has been good. 
They have been most attentive to the instructions given them, 
and manifested an ardent desire to advance in the knowledge 
of religion. All, with one or two exceptions, have been punc- 
tual in the observance of their religious duties, and some have 
given the greatest edification by their fervour and devotion, 
shedding tears of gratitude to Almighty God, who, in his 
divine providence, has vouchsafed to conduct them to a place 
where such abundant means are supplied them of learning the 
enormity of past guilt, and so many opportunities given them 
of expiating it. A great obstacle to the growth of such happy 
dispositions among the remainder, I consider to he the obscene 
conversation of a few. You know the sad effects such conver- 
sation must produce on minds hitherto uninstructed, and filled 
by “thoughts forbidden.” The good can avoid the company 
of those evil speakers during the hours of sleeping and recrea- 
tion, but during the working hours they must associate with 
them. How can this evil be removed ? I respectfully suggest 
that the presiding officers, who discharge their other difficult 
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duties with such zeal and prudence, would be told to keep a 
watchful eye and listening ear on such offenders, and report pfS™ T 

In conclusion, I beg to state that the Governor, Mr. Lamb, 
and all the other officers attached to the prison, deserve my Report. 
gratitude for their kindness to me, and the anxiety they have 
uniformly manifested to procure every thing required for the 
spiritual wants of the prisoners. 

1 remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Nohan, Catholic Chaplain. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Presbyterian 

January 28th, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — During the past year my duties as Presbyterian 
Chaplain to the Smithfield Government Prison have been inter- 
esting to myself, and have, I hope, been in some measure benefi- 
cial to those under my care. To Mr. Lamb, the Governor, I am 
indebted for many practical suggestions. Mr. Good, the Deputy- 
Governor, and all the subordinate officers in the prison, have, 
without exception, rendered me every assistance in their power, 
manifesting on all occasions a laudable anxiety to facilitate me 
in the discharge of my duties. 

Since my appointment, divine service has been conducted 
regularly every Lord’s Day, in the prison chapel, and I am 
happy in being able to report that the deportment of the pri- 
soners during service is both orderly and becoming, and that 
their attention to the things spoken would compare favourably 
with that of many other worshipping assemblies. 

In addition to the Sabbath service, I visit the prison at least 
twice each week, sometimes much oftener, on which occasions 
I speak with the men separately, ancl endeavour to impart those 
instructions to each, which their varied cases require. This 
part of my duty I sometimes find exceedingly interesting ; the 
prisoners under my care being, with few exceptions, from the 
North of Ireland, 1 am not only either less or more familiar 
with those localities with which, the various incidents in their 
history are connected, but with some of themselves also I am 
personally acquainted ; and these circumstances furnish me 
with a powerful means of convincing them of the error of their 
former courses, and awakening their sympathies in the cause of 
virtue. 

During the greater portion of the year my duties in con- 
nexion with the prison hospital were peculiarly laborious — 
several of the men having been confined, there for lengthened 
periods — and I have reason to believe that the minds of some 
of those whose diseases proved fatal, were seriously impressed 
with religions truth. In addition to my personal services, the 
men are provided with suitable hooks, which I believe are 
attentively read during their leisure hours, by all who are able 
to do so. 
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From, what has come under my own observation, I am con- 
vinced that the means employed here for reforming the de- 
praved are eminently calculated, under the Divine blessing, to 
produce such a result, as very few cases occurred during the year 
in which it was necessary to resort to coercion, in order to en- 
force prison discipline ; and many of the men have frequently 
expressed to me sincere contrition for their previous offences, 
and a determination, if spared, to pursue a different course in 
the future. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
James Edgar, Presbyterian Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



NEWGATE CONVICT PRISON. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Newgate Convict Prison, 
10th January, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit ray Report upon 
the condition of Newgate Convict Prison, for the year ended 
31st December, 1855. 

My appointment as Governor having taken place on 29th 
August last leaves me only little to say as resulting from my 
own ministrations ; but as, by my former position, I am cogni- 
zant of the state and arrangements of the prison for the entire 
year, (excepting the accounts,) I shall endeavour, as becomes 
my duty, to report accordingly. 

Prison Offences and Punishments . — In annexing statisti- 
cal tables I feel that the only returns upon which I have 
occasion specially to remark, are those that represent prison 
offences and punishments. The prison population for the 
year amounted to 346, upon which I find 219 reports for 
prison offences; hut this number includes 33 admonished, 
and 80 deprived only of one meal, their offences being of 
a most trivial nature — rather of omission than commission. 
The case of corporal punishment which appears in the return, 
was one which forcibly and fully called for an award, which, ex- 
cepting for very special and mutinous offences, is in every way 
to be deprecated. The prisoner was a young man who, having 
been employed for some time learning the trade of baker, com- 
mitted a theft, and while undergoing dark cell punishment for 
that and a succession of other offences, made a violent attack 
upon one of the warders, whose duty it was occasionally to visit 
him.' He was sentenced to twenty-four lashes, twenty-two of 
which he received in the presence of eighteen other convicts, of 
bad character ; and the effect of this first and only corporal 
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punishment in this prison, lias been marked in an important 
degree by the diminution of serious oifences. prison. 

I am very glad indeed to report that the 219 prison offences Gmet ~ s 
were confined to but 97 prisoners, of whom 56 were reported Sepo™ “ 
onlv once, and that therefore, of the prison population, (346,) 

249 prisoners were not reported for any offence ; this I deem a 
satisfactory result. 

Of the five cases of “mutinous and insubordinate conduct,” 
two were prisoners who had been only a few days received 
from Mountjoy Prison, one of whom, for a repetition of the 
same offence, was re-transferred to Mountjoy, to undergo a 
further course of penal discipline in that establishment. The 
other case was subsequently transferred to Rmitlifield Prison. 

As the tables show the offences reported, their repetition, and 
the punishments awarded, I do not feel it necessary to dwell 
further upon this branch of my Report. 

Condition of the Convicts . — There have been many important 
changes in the treatment and condition of the convicts in this 
prison during the past year. That injudicious and false eco- 
nomy which heretofore forced itself upon the prison authorities, 
and which left the prisoners in a state bordering upon personal 
misery, and wretched rags — engendering ideas calculated only 
to debase the mind, and stultify all notions of self-respect and 
moral responsibility, thus rendering nugatory the great element 
of every thing that is good, every thing that is high and holy 
in the cause of reformation — hope for the future. That false 
economy, I am glad to say, no longer exists. All this has 
changed, and the convicts now present an appearance of com- 
fort in the condition of their clothing, and of personal cleanli- 
ness in their habits, so essentially important, and which must 
have a most material and beneficial effect upon their present 
bearing and future prospects in life. 

Classification of the Convicts . — Another great feature in the 
work of reformation has been the individual classification of the 
prisoners according to their conduct. In June last, Captain 
Crofton, chairman of your Board, personally investigated the 
conduct and servitude, &c., of each prisoner, and having clas- 
sified the entire number of prisoners — a work of no ordinary 
difficulty — badges accordingly were awarded to those deserving 
of that distinction ; and although the first introduction of the 
plan was clouded by many trifling annoyances, which have 
long since been removed, I am hazarding no extravagant opi- 
nion in stating that its effect upon the conduct of the prisoners 
lias been of a most satisfactory and encouraging nature. I have 
watched its working anxiously for six months; I have had 
some difficulties and drawbacks in reaching the better senses 
of the convicts, as to its importance and value, in regard to their 
future treatment and reward, making it, and it alone, as far as 
circumstances would allow me, a claim for the most trifling prison 
mdulgence ; and I now find that the prisoners are as watchful, 
and as jealous of their badge, and monthly badge-marking, as 
my most sanguine anticipations could desire. 
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Employments of Prisoners. — The prisoners have been em- 
ployed chiefly at shoemaking, and tailoring ; mat-making, which 
formerly was the principal employment, has been almost super- 
seded by those more useful and productive trades. A prisoner 
on discharge, who has a knowledge of tailoring, or shoemaking, 
lias at his command a trade which will enable him to earn his 
bread honestly, and independently, a desideratum so much and 
so seriously our object to encourage ; and although the abstract 
question of prison manufactures may be encompassed by various 
and perhaps fair arguments, both for and against reproductive 
convict labour, when considered in connexion with penal discip- 
line, and the deterrent effects, so important to be kept in the 
foreground of any criminal system, I yet deem it my duty to 
urge, that in this prison, to effect any permanent good, educa- 
tion — religious, scholastic, and industrial — must work hand-in- 
hand together with discipline. 

The requirements of discipline in a prison are paramount of 
course to every other consideration ; but the resources and 
future prospects of a prisoner on discharge, prepared (as is sup- 
posed) to merge again into society as a useful member, are so 
closely interwoven with his industrial and reformatory training, 
and the general system under which ho has served through a 
long period of imprisonment, I feel I shall not be travelling out 
of my province in stating, that I hold mental education and 
trade as of the most vital importance. 

Industry o f the Prisoners. — As to the industry of the prison- 
ers, I have listened with great gratification to the busy clatter 
of the shoemaker’s hammer, when, unobserved by the workers, I 
have seen for myself their willing and uncoerced industry ; and I 
have satisfied myself that, generally speaking, the prisoners are 
fully alive to the anxieties that are abroad for their future well- 
being in society, and to the endeavours making for their social 
culture and moral reformation. 

The School. — The schoolmaster’s report will he found in its 
proper place; thisimportant branch having received the anxious 
attention of your board, is in a very satisfactory condition, 
The schoolmaster, who was appointed in June last, has not 
spared himself in carrying out your views ; and I am glad to he 
enabled to report, that the school of this prison, which is 
attended by every prisoner in custody (not mentally nor physi- 
cally incapacitated,) is well supplied with hooks, writing mate- 
rials, maps, and other requirements; and will, I have no doubt, 
as to its working, and results in every particular, bear compa- 
rison with any other school in the convict service. 

_ Buildings. — The buildings are in fair and substantial condi- 
tion. . In February last the hospital accommodation was very 
materially increased; five cells were thrown into a long and 
well-ventilated dormitory, to hold twenty-three beds. The 
former small, ill-ventilated rooms, and the surgery, were thrown 
into two large wards, the ceiling raised, ventilation improved, 
and an additional water-closet erected ; one of the round towers 
was fitted up as an hospital-kitchen, and a supply of water for 
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baths and culinary purposes, raised by means of a force pump, 
to a large cistern therein. A new surgery was also fitted up ; p ft , S0M , ' 
the hospital now affords accommodation for forty-five beds. — - 

All the above works and alterations were executed by convict 
labour, at an expense of about £86. 

The main sewers have been opened and cleansed as often 
as required ; they are constantly flushed with an ample supply 
of water from the yard-troughs. The yard water-closets are 
not of the most suitable kind, and I beg to bring under your 
consideration the fitting up of new closets, similar to those 
in use at Philipstown Convict Prison — they are simple, effective, 
and inexpensive. 

Prison Officers . — I have not much to say upon this subject. 

So totally different is the present system from that which has 
passed away, it is not an easy task to determine whether the 
officer, or the system under which he has been trained, is most 
liable to blame for any shortcomings. The right class of man, 
of high moral principles — an example to the prisoners over 
whom he is placed, and from whom they are to derive many im- 
pressions for good or evil, is very seldom to he met with. As 
to personal conduct, I have no reason to complain ; but as to 
education, general efficiency, and a knowledge of what is due 
from a properly-qualified prison warder, I have nothing very 
favourable to say. 

During the past year a trades’ instructor was dismissed for 
being found asleep on duty, and subsequent insubordinate con- 
duct. A second-class warder was dismissed for gross neglect 
of duty ; another warder was reduced from first-class to second, 
for a similar offence in a lighter degree ; and a fourth was 
compelled to resign his situation upon a charge of slight inebria- 
tion. Theso are the only delinquencies deserving of special 
observation. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

George Massy Curtis, Governor, 



Statement of the Number of Convicts in custody, committed, stututiu. 
and disposed of, &c., for one year, commenced January 1, 
and ended December 31, 1855. 



In custody, 1st January, 1855, . . . 193 

Committed from County Gaols, . . . - 

„ Smitlifield Government Prison, . 2 

„ Mountjoy, . . . 150 

„ Plulipstown, . . . - 

„ Spike Island, . . . - 

Dundrum Lunatic Asylum, . 1 

Committed during the year ending 31st Dec., 1855 153 

Total, . 346 

Q 
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HOW DISPOSED OF. 

Removed to Smithfield Government Prison, 
,, Mountj oy, 

„ PhUipstown, . 

„ Spike Island, . 

Free Pardon, or Discharge, 

Died in Hospital, .... 

Total, 



4 

24 

79 

37 

14 



160 



Remaining in custody 3 1st December, 1855, 
Convicted in 1849, .... 

„ 1850, .... 

„ 1851, . 

„ 1852 

„ 1853, .... 

„ 1854, .... 

„ 1855, .... 

Total prison population for tie year, 



186 

3 

27 

48 

60 

89 

112 

7 

346 



AGES. 



1 0 Years and under 


14, . 


2 


14 „ 


16, . 


! 24 


16 


20, . 


. 154 


20 


30, . 


. 115 


30 


40, . 


. 31 


40 


50, . 


8 


50 


60, . 


. 11 


60 „ 


70, . 


1 


70 and upwards, 




■ 


Total 




. 346 



PERIOD OF SENTENCES. 



4 years, 






, 111 


6 „ . . 






. 32 


7 „ • ■ 






. 97 


8 „ . . 






1 


10 „ . 






. 95 


14 „ . . 






2 


15 ,, . , v . 






. 7 


Life, . 






1 



Total, . . 346 



Crimes in Conformity with Gaoler’s Returns. 



Assault, 3 

Assault, Malicious, ... 3 

Assault and Robbery, . . 5 

Attacking Habitation, . . 2 

Arson, 6 

Bigamy, .... 1 

Burglary, . . . .50 

Burglary and Robbery, . . 33 

Burglary and Felony, . . 12 

Being a Member of an Unlawful 
Combination, ... 2 

Cattle Stealing, ... 7 

Cattle Killing, ... 3 

Coining and having Implements 
for Coining, . . . 2 

Cow Stealing, . . .13 

Embezzlement, ... 1 

Felony, . . . . 8 

Goat Stealing, ... 2 

Horse Stealing, ... 6 

Horse Killing, ... 3 

Highway Robbery, . . 12 



House Robbery, ... 7 

Housebreaking, • . . .10 

Larceny, . . . .42 

„ from House, . . 13 

„ „ Shop, . .10 

„ „ Person, . . 12 

„ of Clothes, . . 7 

Lamb Stealing, ... 1 

Manslaughter, . . . 3 

Pocket Picking, . . . I 

Robbery, . . . . ; 3 

„ from Person, . - 0 

„ „ Dwelling, . 0 

Rape, . . . . .2 

Receiving Stolen Goods, . 10 

Sheep Stealing, ... 20 

Sheep Killing, ... 3 

Stealing an Ass, . • . . 1 

Stealing Potatoes, ... 2 

Vagrancy, 1 



Total, . .346 
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Particulars relating to 


186 Convicts remaining in 


• Newgate 
Government 




Custody on 31st December, 1855. 

AGES. I PERIODS OF SENTENCES. 


• Prison. 

Governors 

Report. 


10 vears and under 14, . 


. 


4 years, .... 


68 Statistics. 


14 )i 


16, . 


. - 


6 „ .... 


20 


Ifi „ 


20, . 


. 45 


7 „ .... 


46 


20 „ 


30, . 


. 102 


8 


1 


30 


40, . 


. 22 


10 , .... 


45 


40 „ 


50, . 


8 


14 „ . . . . 


_ 


50 


60, . 


8 


15 


5 


60 


70, . 


1 


Life, . 


1 



186 186 



Crimes. 



Assault, 

Assault and Robbery, 

Attacking Habitation, . 

Arson 

Bigamy, . 

Burglary, .... 
Burglary and Robbery, . 
Burglary and Felony, 

Being a Member of an Unlawful 
Combination, . 

Cattle Stealing, 

Cattle Killing, 

Cow Stealing, 

Felony, .... 

Horse Stealing, 

Horse Killing, 

Highway Robbery, 

House Robbery, 

Housebreaking, . , 

Larceny, .... 



3 

3 
2 

4 
1 

32 

13 

5 

1 

3 
2 

4 

6 
4 
1 
7 
2 
9 

29 



Larceny from House, . . 9 

„ Shop, . . 3 

„ Person, . • . 8 

,, of Clothes, . . 3 

Manslaughter, ... 3 

Pocket Picking, ... 1 

Robbery, .... 1 

Robbery from Person, . . 1 

Rape, ..... 1 

Receiving Stolen Goods, . 12 

Sheep Stealing, . . .10 

Sheep Killing, ... 1 

Stealing an Ass, ... 1 

Vagrancy, . . . . 1 



186 

Daily average Ho. of Convicts 
in Custody, . . . 220 

Greatest Ho. at any one period, 265 
Lowest „ 186 



Return of Punishments of Male Convicts in 1855. 



Nature of Punishment. 


| 1- 1 S' 1 

R « ft ft ft 

—• tN » Hi 


c? cT A 

ft ft 2 

O -1 


cS 

ft 

to 


D . Remarks. 

1 

EH 


CorporaLPunishmenfc, 


i . . J . . 






1 22 lashes 




i 








In Leg Irons, . 

Dark Ceils— on bread 


1 . J 2 . 




• • 


3 


and water, . 


.10 9 36 5 2 


4 3 . 


2 . 


71 


On bread and water, 


4 2 17 . 2 


1 




26 


Deprived of one meal, 


.13 . 42 . . 


25 ; 




80 


Admonished, . 


.1 . 




. 33 


33 


Reduced in Badge 




■ * . * 






and Classification, 


. . . J . . 




. 5 


5 


•. I«W,. . 


1 28 11 95^ 7 4 


29 3 1 


2 38 


219 



g 2 
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No. of Prisoners Reported for 



Loitering from School, . • .3 

Making a false charge against Class Officer. . 1 

Mutinous and insubordinate conduct, . . ,5 

Stating a falsehood, . . • . 6 

Assaulting Fellow Prisoner, . . .4 

Swearing, . . ■ .2 

Breaking a hole through Protection Wire Work, 2 
Assaulting Prison Warder, . . .1 

Disorderly Conduct, . . . .35 

Disobedience of Orders, . . .69 

Stealing, . . . • .8 

Quarrelling, . . . . .18 

Insolence, . • • • .12 

Wasting Prison Property, . . .11 

Concealing Bread in Bakery, . . . 1 

Destroying Prison Property, . . .8 

Threatening Language, . . .7 

Breach of Prison Rules, . . .10 

Insubordinate Language, . . .6 

Attempting to hang themselves, . . 2 

Disrespectful Language, . . .8 

Total,. . . 219 



56 Prisoners 
21 
6 
2 

5 

6 
1 



were reported once. 
„ twice. 

„ 3 times. 

,, 4 times. 

„ 5 times. 

„ 6 times. 

„ 10 times. 



97 



[StJMMAKh 
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Sukkaky of Bak«i\y Account* yor Tumi Month* ondod the 31*t Dooombor, 1880. 





i&Si' 


Produced. 1 




Dread reeoWod and Isauod. 




2 lb. loavos. 1 1 lb. rolls. 


|l2 os. rolls] 




| Wliito, lbs. 1 


1 1 lb. rolls. | 


12 os. rolls. 


Second Flour, 
Brown Flour, 


lbs. 

116,466) 
2,352 J 


122.430 


13,375 


16,206 


Remaining in Store, Sept. 30, 1B55, 
Received from Bakery, 


1,541* ' 
122,430 | 


13,375 j 


16,206 












Total, 


123,9711 


13,875 


16,206 












Issued to Newgate Gov. Prison, . 
„ Southfield, . 

„ Grangegorman, 

,, Mountjoy, . 


25.264J 

30,080 

18,244 

49,150 


3,510 

8S0 

8,700 


13,030 

2.180 












Total issuod, 


1 22,738} 


13,090 


15,210 












Remaining in Store, Dec. 31, 1852, 


1,232* 


285 


996 



Floor Received and Issoed for the three Months ended 31st December, 1855. 



• 1 Brown Flour. 


| Second Flour, j FintFlour. j 




| Brown Flour, j Second Flour, j 


FirstFlour. 


In Store, 30th September, 1855, 
Received, as per Account, 

Total, 


lbs. 

2,352 ! 


lbs. 

11,670 

114,800 


' lbs. 


Baked as above, 

Issuod to Government Prisons, . 

Total issued, 

Remaining in Store, 31st Decem- 
ber, 1855 


lbs. 

2,352 


116,466 


i 1 1 


2,352 


116,671 


— 


2,352 


| 126,470 


— 


_ 


9,599 


_ 


Hi 


? a 

lift! 
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i'S i0# “ rt MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. 



Newgate Convict Prison. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit the Medical Re- 
port on Newgate Convict Prison for the year 1855. 

The following is a general statement of the movement in the 
hospital of the prison during the year ; — 

Number of patients in hospital, January 1st, 1855, from former. 



year, 

Number admitted since, to 31st December, inclusive, . . 375 

Total number under treatment during the year, . . .387 



Of these there have been discharged, 343 

Died, 14 

Remaining in hospital, 1st January, 135S, .... 30 



387 

The average daily number of patients in hospital amounted 
to 32. ' 

The mortality on the cases treated to a termination (357) 
was 3'9 per cent. 

Table 1. — The following table exhibits the age, the date of 
conviction, of committal to Newgate, and of admission to hos- 
pital, the duration of residence in hospital, and the cause of 
death in the cases that proved fatal : — 



5 

I 

B 

O 

* 


if 

c* 


s, 

<5 


Date of 
Conviction. 


Data of 
Committal to 
Newgate. 


Date of 
Admission to 
Hospital. 


Date 

of 

Death. 


Cause of Death. 


fe 














1855. 






1133 


P.B. 


40 


Aug. 3, 1852, 


Dec. 14, 1852, 


June 26, 1854, 


Jan. 1, 


Pulmonary Con- 


















sumption, 


189 


1490 


M.R. 


20 


„ 


Nov. 8, 1853, 


Dec. 30, „ 


„ 10, 


Erysipelas, 


11 


17*28 


M.P. 


19 


Dec. 29, 1853, 


Jan. 15, 1855, 


Jan. 15, 1855, 


Feb. 6, 


Pulmonary Con- 


















sumption, 


21 


1719 


PM‘D 


211 


„ 30, „ 






„ 10, 


Do., 


25 


771 


J.C. 


48' 


July 4, 1851, 


Aug. 19, 1851, 


„ 22, „ 


March 6, 


Dropsy, Disease 




1145 


J.F. 


15 


June 25, 1852, 


Dec. 16, 1852, 


Feb. 19, „ 


„ 1, 


Erysipelas, 


10 


1725 


J.B. 


29 


March 6, „ 


Jan. 15, 1855, 


May 5, „ 


June 19, 


Fever, 


47 


1746 


T.O’C 


17 


Oct. 23, 1854, 


Apr. 4, 


April 4, „ 


„ 21, 


Pulmonary Con- 


















sumption, 


78 


1364 


M.B. 


19 


Apr. 4, 1853, 


June 24, 1853, 


Feb. 24, „ 


July 20, 


Do., 


145 


1737 


T.M. 


20 


Oct. 16, 1854, 


Apr. 4, 1855, 


Apr. 4, „ 


Sept. 12, 


Do., 


161 


1754 


OM‘G 


21 


„ 18, „ 


,, 


„ 30, „ 




Do., 


135 


1618 


T.M. 


28 


Sept. 4, „ 


June 27, 1854, 


Jan. 15, „ 


Oct. 4, 


Dropsy, Disease 
of Liver, 


261 


1713 


J.W. 


29 


Aug. 14, „ 


Jan. 15, 1855, 


Oct. 8, „ 


Nov. 25, 


Pulmonary Con- 


















sumption, 




1720 


T.S. 


17 


March 10, „ 


» 


Aug. 29, „ 


Dec. 21, 


:Do., 


114 
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Table 2. This table presents a specification of the diseases 

with which the patients admitted during the year were affected. Pbison. 



Simple Fever, . 
Gastric Fever, 
Erysipelas, . 
Influenza, . 
Bronchitis, . 
Catarrh, __ . 
Inflammation of Lu 
Pleurisy, 

Disease of Heart, 
Paralysis, . 
Epilepsy, . 
Common Cholera, 
Dysentery, . . 

Diarrhoea, . 

Colic, . 







29 






4 






4 






29 






39 






81 


S, 




2 






5 






3 






2 






5 






2 






6 






32 






5 



Consumption, 
Scrofulous diseases, 
Scurvy, 

Rheumatism, 
Neuralgia, . 

Dropsy, _ . 
Ophthalmia, 

Swelled Testicle, 
Disease of Bladder, 
Disease of Hip Joint, 
Piles, 

Accidental injuries, 



. 22 AfedicalOfficer's 

. 39 Report. 

. 4 

27 
7 

4 

5 
I 

3 

4 
7 
4 

375 



The prisoners confined during the last year at the depots, 
Smithfield and Newgate, were so much alike as to their state 
of health, and so similarly circumstanced in most respects, that 
the observations made with regal'd to the former, are equally 
applicable to the latter prison. Still this prison presents on 
the present occasion a rather more favourable sanitary aspect 
than that of Smithfield. Thus, though the proportion of invalids 
to healthy prisoners was as great, if not greater, than in Smith- 
field, and the admissions to hospital more numerous, the 
mortality, both positive and relative, was less ; the per centage 
mortality being one per cent, lower than that of the other 
prison. 

In one respect, Newgate prison has had of late a great 
advantage over Smithfield— its hospital accommodation is far 
superior. The alterations effected in the hospital department, 
under the, superintendence of the Directors, has provided 
ample, commodious, and comfortable accommodation for the 
sick, which cannot fail to be an important improvement to the 
prison, in a sanitary point of view. 

The new arrangement for tho supply of medicines to those 
prisons, which came into operation in April last, has proved not 
only more economical, but more convenient and effective, than 
the former system. The economy resulting from it is strikingly 
exhibited by the fact, that the cost of the medicines used in 
the prisons in the first three months of 1 855, amounted to 
£31 10s. 10d., while that of those supplied during the remaining 
nine months, including the stock in hand, was only £32 6a. fid. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Bbady. 

To the Directors of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Presbytery, Halston-streot, 
January 5, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — I have to report that the conduct of the 
prisoners under my charge is strictly regular. Their docility, 
fervour, and attention to every duty of religion are quite 
edifying; and I feel convinced that whenever the period of 
their discharge arrives, they will he found completely reformed, 
and good members of society. I have again to recommend, in 
the most urgent manner, the formation of a library, such as I 
have already several times taken the liberty of proposing; the 
good effects to be hoped for from such an arrangement cannot, 
I believe, be over estimated. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

Joseph C. M'Cann, 

It. C. Chaplain, Newgate Prison. 

The Directors of Convict 
Prisons. 



SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

Newgate Government Prison, 
7th January, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your instructions, conveyed 
to me by the Governor, I have the honour to submit my first 
report of the Newgate Prison school. 

When I entered on my duties in this prison in July last, I 
found the classification of the prisoners had been in a great 
degree overlooked in the arrangement of the school, and it 
became necessary for me to examine them individually to ascer- 
tain their proficiency, in order to place them in their respective 
classes. This occupied the greater part of my time during the 
first two'months. I had at first much trotxble in making instruc- 
tion appreciated and attended to, as there was on the minds of 
most of the prisoners a great unwillingness to learn, and few of 
them showed much interest in instruction : they seemed doubt- 
ful of deriving any benefit from it. This was, I think, chiefly 
owing to the popular notion, that people arrived at an advanced 
age, or even when they pass the age of school boys, no longer 
require instruction, and ought not to go to school ; and that 
even when they do, they are unlikely to make such proficiency 
as would make it of any service to them afterwards. 

I have endeavoured to correct this feeling as far as lay in my 
power, and to show them how instruction in reading alone 
would enable them to avail themselves of the means of acquiring 
the knowledge contained in the books provided for their use, 
and to learumany important and useful things they would other- 
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& never know any thing about I have also taken pains to 
Ike arithmetic, geography, and English grammar as interest- p MS0N . 

• „„ „„«ihle and in giving lessons on those subjects, I saw - — , 

5SJ of divesting them of the dryness they usually ! 

' t to grown persons previously unacquainted with them. 

? Several of the prisoners had a practical knowledge of arith- 
metic which they had gained before their committal, but very 
few of them knew any thing of geography or English grammar. 

I teach these subjects to nearly all the prisoners at present, and 
the attention paid to them is very satisfactory. The school 
requisites applied for in August, which were received shortly 
afterwards, enabled ine to introduce geography and English 
grammar at the reading lessons, and then get the prisoners to 
learn them more minutely from the text-books in their cells. 

The school hours, from ten to half-past two o’clock daily, are 
apportioned among five classes in such a way as to give the less 
advanced classes twice as long at school as the others. All the 
prisoners, except those in hospital or physically incapacitated, 
attend school. 

In consequence of the unsatisfactory state of the school when 
I took charge of it, and the time taken up with examining and 
classing the prisoners, the proficiency is not very marked, but 
at the same time, much greater than I had at first expected, 
especially in geography, English grammar, and arithmetic. 

The prisoners, howovor, have acquired habits of order and atten- 
tion, which enables me to go oil with instruction, and afford 
me much hope for the future. 

I havo to express my sincere thanks to tho Governor for tho 
readiness shown by him at all times to assist mo in arranging and 
forwarding the business of the school ; and it is to this circum- 
stance that whatever success I havo had is chiefly owing. 

I have tho honour to bo, Gentlonicn, your most obodient 
humble servant, 

Edoenis Doyle, Teacher. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



The following statement will show the progress made by tho 
prisoners during the past four months : — 



Number of those who have learned tho Alphabet, , 
advanced from a lower to a higher Division — 

,, of the First Class, 

„ from tho Erst to Second Class, 

,, „ a lower to a higher, 

,, „ division of the Second Class, 

„ „ tho Second to Third Class, 

„ „ tho Third to Fourth Class, 

„ ,, tho Fourth to Fifth Class, 

of those commenced to write, 

,, who could write on entering School, 
and now considerably improved, 

„ learned Arithmetical Tables, . 



H 

26 

16 

1 

17 
26 

18 
36 
39 

72 

29 
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List of the Books and Requisites of the Newgate Prison 
School. 





In 

Store, 


In 

Use. 


Total. 


In School Room. 


First Book of Lessons, . 


65 


23 


88 


Map of the Hemisphere. 


Second, „ 


124 


42 


166 


„ Europe. 


Sequel, No. 1, „ 


33 


4 


37 


„ Asia. 


Sequel, No. 2, „ . 


41 


5 


46 


„ Africa. 


Third, „ . 


127 


53 


180 


„ America. 


Fourth, „ 


37 


37 


74 


„ England. 


Supplement, „ 


37 


1 


38 


,, Ireland. 


Fifth, „ 


46 


3 


49 


„ Scotland. 


Sullivan’s Spelling Book, . 


32 


81 


11 


„ Canaan and 


,, Introduction to Geo- 

graphy, 


137 


71 


208 


Palestine. 

„ Illustrations of 


„ Geography General- 

ized, . 


67 


5 


72 


Geographical 

Terms. 


„ Dictionary, 


72 


15 


87 


Set of Illustrations of 


Slates, 


168 


71 


239 


Natural Philosophy. 


Dower’s Atlases, 


39 


33 


72 


„ .Natural History. 


English Grammar, . 


33 


28 


61 


1 School Register. 


Small Arithmetics, . 


187 


58 


245 


3 Black Boards. 


Arithmetics in Theory and Prac- 
tice, . . . . ' 


34 


7 


41 


6 Pointers. 

Walker’s Dictionary. 


„ Key, , 

Table Books, . . 

Copy Books, .... 
Quill pens, .... 


1 

63 

428 

3,700 


1 

63 

72 


2 

126 

500 

3,700 



PHILIPSTOWN GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Philipstown Convict Prison, 
January 9th, 185(5. 

Gentlemen,-— I have the honour to present my annual Re- 
port., accompanied by the usual statistical returns for the year 
ended 31st December, 1855. 

On the 17th September last I received over charge from Mr. 
Netterville, Governor of Mountjoy, who had for some time tem- 
porarily discharged the duties of Governor of this prison ; the 
period of my management is therefore short, and I have little 
of interest to communicate beyond information derivable from 
prison records, or the limited means of observation afforded by 
a term of office extending over a brief period of little more 
than three months. 

On assuming charge of the establishment I found in custody 
335 convicts, of whom sixty -nine were juveniles, and seventy- 
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two in hospital, the residue being either invalids or men -who 
had been transferred from other prisons m ill health, and had prison. 
recovered sufficiently to be placed at light labour, but from — 
whom little could at the time be expected. This class has Remt , 
much improved in health and physical capacity ; many of the 
nrisoners who had been transferred from Spike Island during 
the period I had charge of that prison, as the worst cases, have 
regained strength, others appear quite recovered, while not a 
few have been discharged on commutation of sentence ; and 
notwithstanding the large number of the invalid class, drafted 
into this from other convict prisons, there are hut twenty-nine 

deaths to record during the past year. 

The conduct of prisoners generally, hut particularly that ot 
the juvenile class, had been for some time prior and subsequent 
to my arrival far from satisfactory. It is always difficult to 
a strict code of discipline amongst mixed classes of 
prisoners, but particularly with juveniles and invalids, neither 
of whom can be effectively treated by ordinary deterrents. I 
have found that punishments, winch would have been generally 
efficacious with the able-bodied adult class, have served to 
harden juveniles, who, when ill inclined, are always glad, even 
at the expense of suffering privation, to be considered on a. 
footing with their seniors in age : while the invalids are fully 
aware that the state of their health prevents the adoption of a 
rigorous system with the class to which they belong, and, there- 
fore, take advantage of their unfortunate position to infringe 
rules, knowing that they can do so with comparative impunity. 

I believe a modified system of separation, where it can safely 
be used, to be the most effectual check upon both these classes. 

The most powerful incentive to good conduct I have found to 
be the conduct classification lately introduced here. Since this 
has come into operation, and the various good conduct badges 
have been issued, and now that prisoners are made to perceive 
a strict record is kept — not only of their conduct, hut that dili- 
gence at work and school attention are carefully noted and 
indicated by monthly changes on a badge worn on the arm of 
each- — a marked improvement has become manifest in their 
conduct, diligence, and general bearing. The most obtuse 
amongst them appear fully alive to the advantages of good con- 
duct and steady application ; the rules for their guidance are 
read to them weekly — there is something to hope for and look 
forward to, and as they are never slow to learn any thing likely 
to ameliorate their present condition and future prospects, I 
anticipate generally a more favourable effect from this course of 
moral restraint, as regards their conduct in prison, and ultimate 
reformation, than would be effected by any system of strict 
penal discipline. The conduct classification and badging were 
placed in full operation in this prison in the month of N ovember 
last, and I give you below a return of the number of reports 
for the last two months, as also of those for an equal period 
immediately preceding, which, I think, may he taken as indica- 
tive of its’ results on all classes of prisoners confined here. 
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Philipstown 


REPORTS FOR TWO MONTHS ENDED 


REPORTS FOR TWO MONTHS ENDED 


Government: 

Prison. 


SlST OCTOBER, 1855. 

Breach of Prison Rule3, . 


. 49 


3 1ST DECEMBER, 1855. 
Breach of Prison Rules, . 


21 


Governor** 


Disorderly Conduct, 


. 62 


Disorderly Conduct, 


10 


Report. 


Disobedience and Insolence, 


. 10 


Disobedience anrl Insolence, 


10 


Insubordination, 


. 8 


Insubordination, 


8 




Attempt to Break Prison, 


2 


Attempt to Break Prison, 

Theft 


4 




Tlieft, . 


. 3 


3 




Assault on Convict, 


. 3 


Assault on Convict, 


1 




Total, . 


. 137 


Total, . 


57 



There can be no doubt that both these totals are excessive, 
when, the number in custody is considered; but the return will 
at any rate serve to show a very marked improvement in the 
general state of the prison, in so far as its discipline is con- 
cerned. On the 16th of August three juvenile convicts contrived 
to effect their escape by cutting a window-bar in the old prison, 
but they were retaken in two days after — two of them brought 
back, and the third committed to the King's county gaol 
for having (during the short time he was at large) committed 
a robbery, for which he was tried at the Quarter Sessions of 
this town, as also under 17 & 18 Vic. cap. 76, sec. 17, for breaking 
prison, and sentenced to eighteen months’ imprisonment, to 
take effect after the expiration of his former sentence of trans- 
portation. 

The operations of the school department promise to have a 
very beneficial effect on the prisoners generally, but particularly 
on juveniles and adults not of very mature age; these latter are 
reported most attentive, and they evince a desire to improve in 
the branches of education within reach of their respective 
capacities. With the juvenile class there had been, I am in- 
formed, much trouble in the first instance, and their conduct at 
school is stated to have been most disorderly ; but latterly a 
marked change has taken place. They are now orderly, andj as 
a body, attentive, and have, with few exceptions, made fair pro- 
gress. The head schoolmaster, Mr. Donagliy, has zealously 
applied himself to the education of all classes; and although he 
has met with many difficulties incidental to the organization of 
a new system — has had to encounter bad conduct and other 
obstacles — I have no doubt he will he able to show a favourable 
result from his labours. Formerly juveniles only, and such of 
the junior adults as expressed a wish to do so, attended the 
prison school; hut now the presence of all is compelled except 
permanent invalids and the sick ; thus, all whom it is of im- 
portance should be instructed, or who are capable of deriving 
any benefit therefrom, have the means of education provided 
for them : and if a prisoner is not diligent, such default is 
marked on his badge for the month, and he is thus prevented 
from entering a higher class so soon as his fellow prisoner who 
has industriously prosecuted his studies under the teacher’s 
instruction. 

The prisoners are employed in various ways, according to the 
class to which they belong and their physical capacity. The 
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Wpnilps whom it is of importance to keep separate from the Phiupstown 
adult class as much as possible, are lodged m the old gaol, and x> BISOjV . 

there placed at trades- Some adults are also thus employed to - — 
provide for prison requirements, and at the same time prevented s7pori^‘ 
from losing a knowledge acquired since conviction, and which 
may hereafter prove useful on discharge from prison. Those 
without trades are placed at light labour, and the old men and 
invalids at indoor work of little value ; the few who are able- 
bodied are engaged in the buildings and alterations. The 
progress made by those at trades has been generally fair, and 
fa some instances very good ; hut there is a great difficulty 
found in carrying out a proper system of instruction, caused by 
the almost entire want of suitable workshops. The supervision 
by instructors is, therefore, far from effective. When buildings 
for such purposes are provided, a greater number of men who 
are physically unfit for labour, and who have hitherto acquired 
some knowledge of shoemaking, tailoring, weaving, &c., can he 
employed at those trades, which would dispose of their time 
with some benefit to the establishment while in prison, and give 
them, on discharge, the means whereby to earn a future subsist- 
ence beyond the precarious employment afforded by a rural 
labour market. 

The proposed buildings, and alteration of those now in exist- 
ence, will produce a considerable amount of occupation for 
able-bodied labourers, as also for masons, sawyers, bricklayers, 
stonecutters, smiths, and carpenters ; hut I fear that works of 
this nature will he materially retarded by the almost total 
absence, in the Irish convict prisons, of men skilled in the two 
last-named branches of trade, so necessary to the proper and 
combined working of all building operations. Those nowhere, 
and they are, I believe, amongst the best to he found in the 
prisons, will soon have completed their time under the present 
system of sentence commutation; and I fear that to execute the 
contemplated works in any thing like a reasonable time I shall 
have to recommend the employment of hired carpenters, other- 
wise the timber work cannot he brought to keep pace with 
masonry and bricklaying. 

The movable iron prison, to accommodate 250 prisoners, will 
he handed over by the contractor about the close of the present 
month; and the hospital accommodation on second floor of right 
wing is now nearly complete, and fitted up with the required 
appliances. This is calculated to contain seventy patients ; the 
ground floor, now occupied as an hospital, can then he told off 
for old men, invalids, and convalescents. Thus in a short time 
I shall he in a position to receive a considerable accession to 
the numbers now in custody. 

Your project in reference to renting land is a subject well 
worthy of prompt attention. "When the proposed buildings, &c., 
are erected, a want of space will be felt, either for the employ- 
ment of certain classes or for the general sanitary condition of 
invalids and convalescents, for a number of whom light labour 
in the open air will doubtless he deemed essential, as being 
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both conducive to the restoration of health and affording a 
suitable field for their employment not to be found -within the 
prison walls, occupied as the ground will be by buildings of 
various descriptions, and leaving little more than sufficient room 
for ordinary exercise yards. There is another and urgent reason 
why land should be procured in the immediate vicinity of the 
prison walls. I allude to the sewerage. The cesspits are too 
small even for present purposes — they require to be cleaned 
out continually, and being situate outside the walls are not at 
present accessible, except by paid labour ; and at certain seasons, 
when the surrounding land is under cultivation, there is no 
possibility of procuring a right of passage from these pits to 
the high road. The consequence is, that an attempt is made 
by the contractor to deodorize on the spot, where the soil must 
remain until an opportunity is found for its removal. The 
liquid, for which there is little soahage and no means of exit, 
oozes through the surface, emitting (particularly in warm wea- 
ther) an effluvia, which has been complained of, and for which 
it would be difficult to find a remedy ia the event of an outbreak 
of epidemic. An effectual remedy for this evil would be found 
in the possession of some land in rere of the prison — the sewer- 
age could be extended, the liquid diluted and exhausted by an 
engine over the surface of the ground, and not he permitted to 
stagnate and become offensive ; while the land in itself would 
be a valuable adjunct, affording a source of employment not 
otherwise available, from which could be produced a supply of 
vegetables and potatoes for prison use — the latter alone costing 
even with present numbers over £130 per annum, besides effect- 
ing a saving of £10 per annum now paid for clearing the cess- 
pits. Under these circumstances the subject of talcing land 
cannot, in ray opinion, be too speedily considered, even if tlie 
quantity did not exceed a few acres, a great difficulty and still 
greater evil would be thus satisfactorily disposed of. 

The conduct of the officers since date of my assuming charge 
of the prison has been generally good ; and the ability of the 
present staff, with few exceptions, of a fair grade. A great im- 
provement has taken place in the class of new appointments, 
the majority of whom are young, active, intelligent, and respect- 
able. This has been a much needed change for the better, and 
the result has become manifest in various ways, but more par- 
ticularly in the conduct of prisoners in the large associated 
wards, who are for hours in the sole charge of third class 
warders — who, if not firm in the discharge of their duties, 
would, like others lately removed, place themselves on a fami- 
liar footing with prisoners in the first place, ancl then, as a con- 
sequence, lose all power and control over them, besides forfeiting 
the respect which the convict class are for the most part ready 
to accord to a fan- and just, hut at the same time strict, officer. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Feaxcis Hogreve, Governor. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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Return of dumber of Convicts committed and disposed of 
from 1st of January to 31st December, 1855. 



1855. 

January 1, 
March 20, 
April 4, 
13, 



June 



5, 



August 18, 
September 7, 

i, 20, 

October 8, 
» 

November22, 



Number of Convicts in Custody, 
Received from Spike Island Prison, 

»» ii 

„ Mountjoy, „ 

„ Smithfield, ,, 

„ Newgate, „ 

15 >1 11 

„ Smithfield, ,, 

Escaped Prisoners brought back, 
Received from Spike Island Prison, 

„ Mountjoy, „ 

„ Newgate, „ 

,, Smithfield, „ 

ii Mountjoy, „ 

i, Newgate, „ 

Total, 



14 

35 

8 

3 
5 

4 
4 
2 

18 

19 

12 

12 

2 

3 



393 



141 



January 12, Removed to Dundrum Lunatic Asylum, 
„ 22, „ Smithfield Prison, 

Spike Island „ 



March, 

April 

June 

July 

August 

October 



19, „ Spike Islan 

7, „ Mountjoy 

l^i ii ii t> 

11 V . 11 

16, Escaped from the Prison, 

8, Removed to Mountjoy Prison, 

31, „ >» v 

Discharged by order of the Lord Lieutenant 
(commuted sentences) 

Died in Hospital, 



December 31, Remaining in custody, 

Highest number confined, 

Lowest number, 

Daily average number not in Hospital, 
,i „ In Hospital, . 

Total daily average, * 



1 

16 

34 

22 

1 
34 

3 

24 

2 

80 

29 



-226 



308 



. 393 
. 307 
. 254 
. 90 

, 344 



Prisoners’ Crimes. 



Abduction, 

Arson, . , 

Assault and Rape, . 
Assault and Robbery, 
Burglary and Robbery, 
Cattle Stealing, 

Coining, . 

Conspiracy to Murder, 
Embezzlement, 

Forgery, . 

Grievous Assault, . 
Highway Robbery, . 
Horsed 1 * * 





. 1 




. 7 




. 1 




. 3 




■ 87 




. 39 




. 1 




. 1 




. 2 




. 1 




. 5 




. 1 




. 5 



Horse Killing, 

Larceny, 

Manslaughter, 

Murder, . , . 

Obtaining money under 
pretences, . 

Receiving stolen goods, 
Sheep Stealing, 

„ _ Killing, 

Sacrilege, 

Stabbing to endanger Life, 
Total, . 



false 



2 

106 

1 

1 

1 

16 

22 

2 

2 

1 

. 308 



Piiilipstown 

GdVJ£ItNM.ENl 1 

PttlSON. 

Governor's 

Report, 

Statistics. 
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Philipstown 

Government 

Prison. 

Governor's 

Report. 

Statistics. 



SENTENCES OF PRISONERS IN 

Life, 


CUSTODY. 

. 4 


AGES OF PRISONERS IN CUSTODY ON CONVIC- 
TION. 


15 Years’ Transportation, 


. 13 


Under 16 Years, 


• 37 


14 * 


. 4 


ii 


20 „ 


. 109 


16 n u 


. 113 


»i 


25 „ 


■ 50 


7 „ 

8 „ Penal Servitude, 


. 95 


u 


35 „ 


• 37 


. 1 


ii 


45 „ 


. 35 


6 „ 


. 8 


!» 


55 „ 


. 21 


4 „ 


. 70 


Over 


55 >, • 


■ 19 


Total, 


. 308 




Total, 


. 308 



Return of Prisoners’ Offences for the Year ended 31st 
December, 1855. 



Attempts to break Prison, . . . . .6 

Mutinous conduct, . . . • » . .64 

Assaults on Prison Officers, . . . . .7 

Malicious accusation against an Officer, . . .1 

Assaults on Prisoners, . . . . .15 

Theft, . 52 

Insubordination, . . . . . . 79 

Disobedience and Insolence, . . . . .85 

Disorderly conduct, . . . . . 172 

Breach of Prison Rules, . . . . .294 

Total, . 775 



Employment Return of Prisoners, December 31st, 1855. 



Tailors, 








. 41 


Shoemakers, 








. 30 


Painters, 








3 


Carpenters and Coopers, 








9 


Sawyers, 
Whitewashing, . 








4 








2 


Cleaning prison, 








. 16 


Smiths, . , 

Masons, 

Invalids picking fibre, . 








2 

. 12 
24 


Cooks, . . . 

Stores, . 

Labourers, 

Tinsmiths, 

School-monitors, 

Hospital, 








4 

4 

. 77 

2 
2 

. 68 


Separate Cells, . 








2 


Total, 








. 308 



Return of Prisoners’ Ages in custody, December 31st, 1855. 



Years. 


Number. 


Years. 


Number. 


Under 16, 


6 


Under 55, 


. 19 


„ 20, . . 


. 93 


Over 55, 


. • 28 


„ 25, . 


. 75 




— - 


ii 35, 


. . 55 


Total, 


. . 308 


„ 45, . 


. 32 
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MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 



Philipstown 

Government 

Prison. 



Philipstown Convict Prison, 

January 10, 1836. Medical Offi- 

Gentlemen— I teg leave to submit ruy Report on the ce ' 
sanitary state of Philipstown Prison, for the year 1855. 

The following table gives a general view of the work done in 
the hospital during the year 
Number of patients remaining in hospital on the 1st Januarj^ 

1855, from the preceding year, .... 

Number admitted since, to the 31st December inclusive, 

Total under treatment during the year, 

Of these there were discharged cured, * 

Died, . . . . . . ; 

Remaining in hospital January 1st, 1856, ; j 



118 

393 

511 

414 

29 

68 

511 



The following table specifies the diseases with which the 
patients admitted during the year were affected 



Ophthalmia,- 
Erysipelas, . 

Skin disease, 

"Varicose Veins, 

Anthrax and Boils, 
Paronychia, 

Hernia, 

Swelled Testicle, 

Piles, _ . 

Fistula in Ano, 

Tumours “ Scrofulous,” 
Abscess Scrofulous 
Ulcers Scrofulous,* . 
Disease of Elbow J oint, 

„ of the Ilip Joint, 

„ of the Knee Joint, 

Rheumatism, 

Injuries, 

Fractures, . 

Sprains, 

Malingering, 

Mania, 

Total, 



Mild continued Fever, . 8 

Apoplexy, . . . 1 

Paralysis, . . .3 

Epilepsy, . . .7 

Catarrh, . . .54 

Bronchitis, acute and chronic, 36 
Hemoptysis, . .10 

Phthisis, . . .29 

Asthma, . . .6 

Laryngitis, . . .6 

Pleuritis, . . ,3 

Pneumonia, . . .3 

Functional disease ol Heart, 8 
Disease of Liver, . .10 

Dyspepsia, . . . J6 

Gastritis, . . .2 

Enteritis, . . .2 

Constipation, . . 5 

Diarrhoea, . . .6 

Dysentery, . . .3 

Choleraic Diarrhoea, . . 1 

Colic, . , .10 

Incontinence of Urine, . 2 

Anasarca, . . .2 

Earache, . . .5 

Referring to this table, it appears that the admissions to 
hospital, as compared with those of the preceding year, have 
been fewer in number, although there has been an increase in 
the daily average strength of the prison from 324 to 344. This 
viewed cursorily might be regarded as implying some improve- 
ment in the health of the convicts committed to Philipstown 
during the year, the more remarkable when taken in connexion 
with the altered circumstances of this depot, now principally 
devoted to the reception of invalids ; but the fact is otherwise, 
and the apparent anomaly may readily be accounted for by 
healing in mind that the change alluded to was carried into 



17 
1 
7 
2 
4 
2 
4 
2 

4 
1 

5 

18 
62 

3 
1 

4 
12 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

393 
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philipstown effect about tie middle of the month of December, 1854, when 
G, pmsoN ESI &45 of the above-mentioned class of prisoners were transferred 
— here from the other convict establishments ; and the removals 
Report. to hospital, consequent thereon, amounted, daring the_ few 
’ remaining days of that year to nearly 100. The cases admitted 
were chiefly those afflicted with pulmonary consumption in its 
various stages, and the worst possible forms of scrofulous 
ulcerations and abscesses, demanding a prolonged residence in 
hospital for cure. A considerable number, too, of acute inflam- 
matory affections of the chest and belly were subjected to 
treatment about this period; and the convalesence, at all times 
protracted in such cases, was more particularly so in a winter 
such as the last — one of the severest on record. 

I have thought it absolutely necessary to lay the foregoing 
observations before you, in order that you might he able to 
understand more clearly the state of the hospital at the com- 
mencement of the year 1855. 

As in former years, so also in this, the same individuals 
have been inmates of the hospital on several occasions ; there- 
fore the number of admissions does not express the number of 
individuals affected. I removed as many slight cases as possible 
to hospital, requiring merely rest and low diet for their restora- 
tion ; but owing to the large amount of serious disease, and 
the want of hospital accommodation, I was not enabled to act 
upon this principle so largely as in former years. 

In the course of the year, 139 convicts were committed to 
this prison, viz., sixty-seven from Spike Island, twenty-nine 
from Mountjoy, twenty-four from Newgate, and nineteen from 
Smithfield. They were, with few exceptions, of the invalid 
class, and sooner or later became inmates of the hospital. 

The forty-ihne prisoners committed from Spike Island in 
the months of March and April were indeed most melancholy 
examples of consumption and scrofula in its most advanced 
stage, demanding the utmost core and attention for their 
alleviation or cure ; and I would adduce them as the most con- 
vincing proofs of the healthful nature of this locality ; for all, 
save six, which were hopeless from the moment of their arrival, 
are now almost perfectly restored to health. 

The period of the year at which the transfer took place 
contributed much to the recovery of the scrofulous patients ; 
but I am not satisfied as to the propriety of transmitting con- 
sumption cases, unless in their incipient stage, and when the 
persons afflicted are youthful. 

The cases of ophthalmia, though few, and confined to the 
superficial structures of the eye, were of a severe nature ; in 
several instances the inflammation resulted in ulceration of the 
cornea. 

I have to lament the occurrence of one ease of mania, which, 
on account of the extreme violence of the patient, and under 
the peculiar circumstances, at first required restraint ; but 
under the influence of medical treatment, the violent excite- 
ment subsided after a few days ; and adopting, as far as pos- 
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siiile, the non-restraint principle in tlie farther treatment of JPototstowk 
the case, I was enabled finally, by the steady application of Go SS m ' 
moral means, to restore him to perfect health. In consequence, — 
however, of the peculiarity of his temper and his eccentricity m^Smri 
of manner, I made a special report of the case with a view to 
his removal, for a limited period, to an asylum ; but this could 
not be effected in consequence of the second medical gentleman 
having entertained a conscientious objection against attaching ‘ 
his signature to the certificate, without further proof of mental 
unsoundness. The case of Williams also, specially reported 
lately, is one of most harmless lunacy, and, in my opinion, not 
necessarily calling for removal. 

The following table shows the ages, dates of conviction, of 
committal to Philipstown, of admission to hospital, and of 
death; the length of time spent in hospital, a.nd the diseases of 
the patients that died. 



Table No. 2. 



t 

p 

s 

fc 


li 


i 

■4 


Data of the 
Arrival at 
Philipstown. 


Date of the 
Admiaslon to 
Hospital. 


D&to 

or 

Death. 


3 

I'd 

13.- 
<_ S* 

o» 

A 


Disease, 


Date of 
Conviction, 


302 
653 i 
719 ! 
.505 . 
649 ! 
549 
666 
521 
838 
530 

502 

597 

495 

728 i 

646 ' 

703 ; 

6.5 i 

452 

837 

722 

836 . 

49J 

504 

832 

835 

934 

887 

701 

815 


;M.C. 

PX 

J.T. 

! PX. 
J.M. 
T.W. 

; M.B. 
J.N. 
T.B. 
J.C. 

T.C. 

J.W. 

W.R. 

T.D. 

J.K. 

H.H. 

R.B. I 

M.C. 

J.G. 

P.L. 

r.G. 

M.P. 

P.H. 

P.L. 

JX. 

W.R. 

T.C. 

J.C. 

E.B. 

; 


21 

24 
20 
26 
21 
45 
21 

25 
20 

25 

20 

33 

54 

23 

52 

59 

18 

19 
38 
29 

20 
27 
58 
22 
31 
19 
27 

17 

26 


Feb. 6,1854. 
Dec. 11, „ 

„ 12, „ 

„ 5, „ 

„ 11, „ 

;; n: ;; 

„ 5, „ 
Apl. 5,1855, 
Dec. 5, 1854, 

;; k 
‘lie 

„ li, „ 

May 16, ., 
Apl. 5, 1855. 
Dec. 12,1854, 
Apl. 5, 1855, 
Dec. 5, 1854, 
„ 5, „ 
Apl. 5, 1855, 

Nov. 22, ” 
Sep. 7, „ 

Dec. 12, 1854. 
Apl. 5, 1855, 


Mar. 19,1854, 
Dec. 12, „ 

,, 13, „ 

„ 6, „ 
Jan. 5,1855, 
Feb. 1.0, „ 
Jan. 2-1, „ 
Dec. 6,1854, 
Apl. 5,1855, 
Dec. 6,1054, 

„ 6, ,, 

;; k 

Apl. 16, 1855, 
Dec. 1*2, „ 
Apl. 7, „ 

„ 11, ,, 
May 19,1854, 
Apl. 5, 1855, 
Dec.14,1854, 
Apl. 5,1855, 
May 25, ,, 
Apl. 17, „ 

,, 5, „ 

,, *>, „ 
Nov. 22, ,, 
Sep. 7, „ 

, Dec. 28, 1854. 
, Apl. 5,1855, 


1855. 
Jau. 4, 

,, io, 
„ 12, 
Feb. 4, 
„ 11, 
„ 26, 
Mar. 13, 

„ io, 

Apl 10, 
„ 12, 

i, 16, 

May 14, 
Juno 0, 
„ 6, 
„ 17, 
July 3, 
July 6, 

,, io, 

A.ua. 6, 
,,22, 
Sep. 25, 
„ 26, 
Oct. (>, 
„ B*-, 
Nov. 10, 
Dec. 7, 
,, 13, 

,, 25, 
, „ 25, 


290 

29 

30 
60 
37 

7 

48 

102 

5 

127 

131 

158 

182 

51 

187 

87 

86 

417 

1*23 

251 

173 

.124 

172 

208 

219 

15 

97 

362 

264 


PhfcliisiB, 

Phtliisis, 

Phthisis, 

PhtliiH'B, 

Phthisis, 

Apoplexy, 

Phthisis, 

Phthisis, 

Acute Phthisis, 
Scrofula & Lum- 
bar Abscess, 
Phthisis, 

Phthisis, 

Phtliisis, 

Phthisis, 

Lumbar Abscess, 
Phthisis, 

Phtliisis, 

Phtliisis, 

Scrofula, 

Scrofula, 

Phtliisis, 

Phthisis, 

Pneumonia, 

Phthisis, 

Scrofula, 

Phthisis, 

Hip Disease and 
Scrofula, 
Scrofula, 
Scrofula, 


Apl. 1, 1852. 
Juno 20, 1850. 
Jan. 2, ,, 
Mar. 22, 1851. 
Juno 28, 1852. 

„ 30, 1849. 
„ 28, 1853. 
Jan. 7, „ 
June 20,1851. 
July 26, 1852. 

Jan. 12, „ 
Aug. 6, 1851. 
Juno 21, 1850. 
Oct. 27, 1851. 
Mar. 1, 1853. 
July 1,1851.- 
June 16, 1853. 

„ 28, 1852. 
Aug. 3,1853. 
Oct. 22, ,, 

„ 22, 1852. 
July 2, „ 

„ 9,1851. 

Mar. 9,1852. 
Apl. 7,1851. 
Jau. 2,1854. 
„ 3, 1852. 

Oct. 24, 1853. 
July 9, 1850. 



Adverting to this tabular return, and comparing it with those 
. ™ e tw ° preceding years, it appears that there is a large 
increase of per centage mortality, rather more than eight and 
i a per cent, on the average prison population, and somewhat 
mss than eight per cent, on the number of cases treated in 
hospital; but, nevertheless, talcing into account the peculiar 

i-i 2 
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Philipstown 

GOVERNMENT 

Prison. 
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Officer's Report . 



character and circumstances of the prison, you -will be disposed 
to admit that the mortality is not more than might reasonably 
be expected ; when, moreover, you recollect that a large pro- 
portion of the most unfavourable cases of disease have been 
drafted here from all the other depots, you may, probably, 
consider that there has been rather a diminution hi the rate of 
convict mortality as compared with former years. More than 
three-fourths of the deaths occurred in persons labouring under 
incurable disease ; and further, it will appear on inspection of 
the table that almost all those cases were removed to hospital 
on the day, or at most the day after, their arrival here, and bad 
suffered long terms of imprisonment. 

I am happy to inform you that there has been a most marked 
improvement in the appearance of the great majority of the 
invalids, and that the health of the prison generally is most 
satisfactory. 

Before concluding, it is, perhaps, necessary that I should 
make a few observations on the buildings in course of erection, 
in as far as they are likely hereafter to affect the health of the 
inmates of this establishment. 

After a careful examination of the internal construction of 
the new iron prison, I am decidedly of opinion that, however 
well adapted it may, in many respects, he for enabling you to 
carry out a modified system of separation in this prison, the 
ventilation will be found to be imperfect ; and it appears to me 
the admission of pure air would be best secured by a small 
window in the exterior wall of each cell, making special pro- 
vision, if possible, that the windows shall he so constructed 
that their opening and shutting may not be under the prisoners’ 
own control ; and they would possess the additional advantage 
of increasing the light in the cells, which atpresent is insufficient. 

The hospital, now nearly ready for the reception of patients, 
is well placed, and as distinct from the other parts of the prison 
as, under the circumstances, and considering the original uses 
of the various parts of the institution, it could be. The wards 
are spacious and well ventilated, and due provision has now, 
for the first time, been made for preserving cleanliness, by the 
erection of baths and closets ; but I still regret that the plan of 
separate wards, as recommended specially by rue last summer, 
was not adopted. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Jeremiah H. Kelly, 

Medical Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 
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CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 



Philipstown 

Government 

Prison. 



Pliilipstown Convict Prison, 
2nd January, 1856. 



Chaplain's 

Report. 



Gentlemen, — In obedience to your desire, conveyed to me 
through the Governor, I beg leave to submit my Report for 
the year 1855. 

Having, in my last, expressed myself at some length on the 
value of .moral and religious instruction when applied to the 
convicts, I shall only say at present, in reference to that 
matter, that the experience of the past year has very strongly 
fortified me in the opinion I then gave of its necessity and 
importance. 

My duties here have latterly been considerably increased by 
an attendance at daily morning prayers, and by the instituting 
of an evening Sunday service. Amongst the other great pri- 
vileges and advantages of daily early morning prayers, I have 
observed that they have a salutary influence in solemnizing 
the minds of the prisoners before proceeding to the labours 
of the day. At the termination of the evening Sunday service 
I am afforded a favourable opportunity of putting questions 
to them on the discourse which I had preached to them in the 
morning, and thereby testing their attention to it whilst it is 
still fresh on their memories. 

I have further to report that the convicts have received from 
me a systematic course of moral and religious instruction, on 
at least three'days in the week, in which is embraced a careful 
examination of them on some religious subject which I had 
previously prescribed to them, and in the preparation of which 
some of them evinced considerable industry. Whilst I have 
not judged it right to limit their studies to any one book 
inculcating morality and religion, I have, at the same time, 
thought it to be of primary importance that they should obtain 
au intimate acquaintance with that volume which contains more 
nutriment than any other for the heart and intellect, and which 
prescribes the best rules for the regulation of the life' — I mean 
the Holy Bible. The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper has 
been administered four times in the year. 

I have reason to believe that on many of them religious 
impressions have been made which will, by God’s grace, be 
confirmed into permanent principles, give to their minds a 
moral elevation, and largely actuate their motives and actions 
during their future lives. My instructions have been received 
by all the prisoners with respectful attention, and by some with 
the most affectionate gratitude. 

Whilst I have omitted no opportunity of impressing them 
mth a sense of the enormity of those offences against the laws 
of God and man which have placed them in captivity, I have 
aot considered it inconsistent with my duty to keep alive in 
them an invigorating hope, and thereby to guard them against 
the dangerous influences of despair. I have found it also of 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




102 Second Annual Report of the Directors 

Phtiipstows cardinal importance to cherish in their minds feelings of self- 
respect, and thereby endeavour to touch and to draw out their 
— better sympathies. 

I trust that I am not too sanguine in my expectations ; but 
1 I confess that I am full of hope that some of those — particu- 

larly of the younger convicts — who have been committed to ray 
spiritual charge, will yet be found filling useful and reputable 
positions in society. 

The school department here appears to me to have been 
well conducted ; and it was very gratifying to me to see pri- 
soners advanced in life, as well as the juveniles, receiving 
instruction there — proving that no age is considered hopeless, 
or beyond the reach of literary improvement. 

The moral and religious instruction of the prisoners does 
not appear to have interfered with that due attention which they 
are required to pay to that excellent system of industrial train- 
ing to which they are subjected; on the contrary, mental culture 
and manual labour have gone on in friendly union. 

The classification of the convicts, which has recently taken 
place, has evidently already produced a very favourable effect. 
It is impossible for me not to augur the most beneficial results 
from it, when I observe the laudable anxiety manifested by them 
to obtain those badges which indicate superior good conduct, 
and which can only be retained by a steady adherence to the 
narrow path of rectitude. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient 
servant, 

William Little, Protestant Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



Homan Catholic ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Chaplain's 

Hejlort. Philipstown, January 5th, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your instructions, as noti- 
fied to me by the Governor, I beg to submit to your perusal 
the following Report. 

I feel more and more convinced of the efficiency in all its 
details of the reformatory system at present in operation in 
this prison — its applicability to the exigencies, moral and 
physical, of the inmates, and its aptitude to realize the grand 
object her Majesty’s Government had in view in its organiza- 
tion — viz., such moral reformation as will prepare criminals for 
a blameless social intercourse with their fellow-man. 

I have found the prisoners uniformly docile and attentive to 
my instructions ; but candour obliges me to confess that the 
success of my spiritual labours is in a great measure owing to 
the healthy tone of mind, and the habits of order and self- 
denial, engendered by the salutary restraints of the present 
prison discipline. . Any approach to insubordination, indolence, 
dissipation, or disorderly conduct, would frustrate the most 
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zealous exertions of the most efficient Chaplain, fetter his 
efforts, and greatly lessen the sphere of his usefulness. Prekw. 

The recent regulations respecting the classification of pri- — — 

soners, and the adoption of the “ conduct badges,” hare been a5,v< 
attended with the most beneficial results. They excite a laudable Deport. 
emulation to improve in an industrial and educational point of 
view, supply a new motive for complying with moral obligations 
and disciplinary observances, and afford a fresh impetus to 
religious advancement. 

The educational department has developed itself most bene- 
ficially since my last Report, and become, under the care and 
management of the present schoolmaster, a powerful element 
in the cause of reformation. Its machinery is now in full 
operation, and cannot fail to exercise a most salutary influence, 
particularly on the juvenile classes, as it will give a new direc- 
tion to their thoughts, enlarge their mental faculties, create 
habits of industry and self-reliance, and enable them more fully 
to appreciate ethical maxims and the teachings of revealed 
religion. 

The combined efforts of a few refractory individuals to resist 
authority and subvert discipline, in the month of July last, 
contrasts strikingly with the general tractableness and ready 
obedience which prevail in the prison. 

The irregularities alluded to occurred chiefly in the case of 
such convicts as came direct from county prisons, without having 
been subjected to separate imprisonment at Mountjoy, and may 
well be attributed to the absence of a proper course of prison 
discipline and reformatory treatment. 

The energy, zeal, and ability of the Governor (Mr. Hogreve), 
and the harmony that obtains among the officers of the prison, 
augur well for its future successful working. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient, humble 
servant, 

P. Doyle, R. C. Chaplain. 



SCHOOLMASTER'S REPORT. 

Philipstown Convict Prison, 
6th January, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your order, conveyed me 
by the Governor, I have the honour to submit my first Report 
of the Philipstown Prison School. 

In giving the details of the course I have pursued in a depart- 
ment of the prison, the propriety of confining myself to sueh 
matters as relate to the business of the school at once suggests 
itself; I may, however, refer to the state of discipline that pre- 
vailed during the spring of last year, when, after spending a 
few clays here in March last, by your orders, to gain some 
knowledge of the state of the school, and ascertain its require- 
ments, I was led to the conviction that greater attention must 
be given to matters of discipline before any system of school 
instruction could be introduced. The grounds for this opinion 
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were then brought under your notice. I had at the same time 
the fullest assurance from the Governor and Deputy-Governor 
that I would have their support in any course I thought fit to 
adopt for establishing order in the school. 

The school furniture and otherrequisites I thought right to ask 
for on that occasion have all been supplied, with the exception 
of a few articles that were by some inadvertence overlooked in 
making out the requisitions, and have been since applied for. 
The desks, rostrum, and blackboards, which were made in the 
prison, were at once proceeded with, and the books came to 
hand soon after tire new schoolroom was ready, This room, 
to which the school was transferred in June last, when the desks 
and fittings were finished, is well adapted for a schoolroom, 
having, from its detached and elevated position (nearly on a 
level with the summit of the prison wall), the important 
advantages of good light and air, From seventy to eighty 
adults may write at the desks at the same time without over- 
crowding, so that nearly 500 adult pupils can receive eight 
hours’ instruction weekly in this room, by keeping the school 
open eight hours a-day, 

The privilege of visiting some of the reformatory and prison 
schools in England, in company with Mr, Magauran, before 
entering ou my duties here, was of the greatest advantage to 
me in the organisation and management of this school. I was 
enabled to observe the manner in which those schools were 
conducted, and to acquaint myself with the nature and objects 
of reformatory education. Every facility for obtaining all the 
information we desired was afforded us by the Governors and 
schoolmasters of the institutions we visited, and with the utmost 
readiness. 

It is not without some degree of satisfaction I speak of the 
good order now observable in the school on all occasions, and 
which prevails generally throughout the prison — otherwise, 
indeed, it would be in vain to look for it in the school. The 
quiet and orderly demeanour of the prisoners during the four 
days of Mr. Lawlor’s examination in November, and their 
attentive and respectful manner in answering or replying to 
questions were very different from what they would have been 
eight months before, when the stereotyped answer to every 
question would have been a surly “don’t know.” I have little 
doubt, Ihe general impression regarding the illiteracy of con- 
victs has its origin in the “don’t know” style of answering, and 
the intention either to give no satisfaction or mislead the 
questioner. I certainly would have been deceived in a great 
many instances at the first examination, though I thought 
myself a pretty skilful examiner, putting my questions in a 
conversational tone, and shaping them so as to have as little 
appearance of interrogatory as possible, hut for the previous 
knowledge of the individual capacities of the prisoners possessed 
by my assistant. It would be a great mistake, however, to 
attribute the orderly and decorous conduct of the prisoners to 
the influence of secular instruction, instead of viewing it as the 
result of a system of discipline in which decision and firmness 
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superseded frequent punishments, by indirectly repressing the 
tendencies to commit offences, and oi the religious influence i'uisoa. 
exercised by the chaplains under which the very worst moral 
natures become changed and reformed when other means have i ivir t. 
failed— in these I have had no part. 

I have had frequent visits from the Governor, Deputy- 
Governor (almost daily), and Chaplains, and I place much 
value on these visits, as they served to show the prisoners that 
their educational advancement was a source of interest and 
solicitude to the superior officers of the prison, as well as to 
me ; and they attached the greater importance to it themselves 
of seeinv it inquired after by those to whose opinions and 
authority they are accustomed to defer. Besides, those gentle- 
men visiting the school ineidently, would be more likely to 
observe matters that would require to he altered or amended 
in the discipline and arrangements of the school, than the 
teacher who is always present, I am bound to add that 
occasional examinations by them would give an impulse to the 
exertions of both teachers and prisoners — were they even limited 
to a question or two when visiting the school, 

The proficiency of the prisoners lias far exceeded my expec- 
tations, -The following table, which was made out after ex- 
amining them individually, will show the proficiency at present. 

The general regulations for classification, and the issue of 
badges for good conduct, had a remarkable effect in causing a 
desire to learn and to be thought attentive, It is, and would be 
nothing short of a miracle, to find among this class of persons 
a desire to learn for learning’s sake alone ; and this is one 
reason why other adventitious aids are so very requisite in their 
case. It matters little liow the desire or taste is excited pro- 
vided the object is attained; and when education has found its 
way into the mind, and engrafted itself on the character and dis- 
position of the prisoner, he will never think of inquiring how it 
came there, or with what objects he learned such and such 
branches. The very object serves to divert his thoughts from 
ilie labour and difficulty of learning. I took great pains to ex- 
plain the nature and objects of these regulations, and made 
them the basis of several short conversational lectures in- 
culcating the necessity and advantage of good conduct and 
knowledge to every one in every condition in life, the superior 
means of instruction they had provided for them in a well- fur- 
nished schoolroom, supplied with books, maps, &c., &c. ; and 
besides, the prospect of being rewarded for doing that which 
would hereafter serve themselves so much. Some of them 
entertained doubts about the “being rewarded” till the issue 
of the badges at length settled the point. 

The average attendance for the six months ending with De- 
cember (for 152 days — deducting Sundays and holidays), was 
ninety-two, representing two hours’ attendance daily. The 
number of prisoners who had been in attendance during any 
portion of the same period was 1)29, and the sum of the at- 
tendances, taken from the Deport Book, being 18,952; the 
average number of school days to each prisoner, out of 152 
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school days was forty-three. This average would be much 
higher but that the school division of old men attend school 
only four hours once a week, and the adult divisions two hours 
on three days of the week. I do not think, however, any thing 
would be gained by making the classes larger, as (except in 
simultaneous lessons in geography, English grammar, and 
arithmetic, and which can be only partially taught by this 
means,) some of the classes would only be losing then- time in 
awaiting their turn to be taught. During the month of De- 
cember, the four classes of juveniles were brought to school 
together, but except in the simultaneous lessons two of them 
are intrusted to monitors in turn. 1 have strong reasons for 
believing, however, that a teacher relying solely on simulta- 
neous instruction for advancing his pupils, will he disappointed 
in a great many instances ; and that class teaching, and indi- 
vidual teaching, and frequent individual examinations, must 
enter largely into the management of the school, to be sure 
that the subjects of the lessons are thoroughly understood. 

From the character of the offences recorded against the pri- 
soners, I feel bound to express an opinion somewhat at variance 
with those usually put forward as to the low state of “ depravity" 
attributed to convicted criminals. Nine-tenths of all the 
offences as recorded are connected with the alienation of pro- 
perty in some shape or other, and the predisposing causes, 
partial or utter destitution, instead of inherent depravity, 
enumerating larceny, burglary, robbery, receiving stolen goods, 
picking pockets, cattle stealing, and kindred offences, there 
remain but forty-six out of 330 traceable to malicious disposi- 
tions, “ unrestrained passions,” and similar incentives to crime. 
In corroboration of this opinion I may refer to the tabular 
statement of offences by convicts hi Mountjoy Prison, in your 
First Report. In the case of sixty-three juvenile prisoners, 
whose parentage I ascertained from themselves, (as I also 
ascertained the nature of the offences, hi which I found I had 
not been deceived in a single instance, when I afterwards re- 
ferred to the Prison Register,) several were orphans ; others 
had been deserted by their parents who went to England or 
elsewhere to seek employment; others had left their parents 
when they became unable to support them ; and a few had 
been employed as servants; but except in the case of these last, 
want of subsistence, and the means to obtain it, led to the 
commission of the offences for which they are now undergoing 
punishment. 

If we can conceive the condition of a human creature so 
utterly destitute that the loss sustained by his fellow creatures 
by a theft, or series of thefts committed by him does not imply 
an equal amount of moral guilt bn the part of the wretched 
delinquent, we can form a more correct opinion as to the extent 
of depravity among criminals in the prisons, especially juveniles, 
whom any relieving officer is at liberty to prosecute when he be- 
comes importunate for a “note” under the statutable offence of 
“using threatening language” towards him. Such convicts must 
certainly derive great advantage from secular and religious in- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 107 

stmetion, botli of which itis to be presumed have been neglected philhstown 
in their case ; but whether they will leave the prison imbued with Q °p™ 
sounder principles, trained to better habits, or'even to what point msol r - 
reformatory treatment is to be directed as the mainspring of Schoolmaster'! 
criminal actions, with them is not so manifest ; their slowness lte P mi - 
in conforming and in adapting themselves to the routine of the 
prison will sometimes lead to punishment — and this proves 
depravity — and when they have been broken in fully there is 
much danger of their getting to like it pretty well, and of their 
liking, perhaps at some future day to return to it. Such an 
extension of the Poor Law as would not only relieve those who 
apply for relief, but also those who cannot afford to be honest 
without it, would certainly reduce the numbers annually con- 
demned to penal servitude. 

I have added a brief outline of the “ organization,” “school 
discipline,” “ method of teaching, and subjects taught,” and 
“school accounts,” giving in detail the course I have followed 
in bringing the school to its present state ; that this is to any 
extent satisfactory is more to be attributed to the uniform 
support I have met with in carrying out my views from the 
Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Chaplains, than to my own 
exertions. Having accepted an appointment in connexion with 
the Board of Education in Melbourne which will require me to 
leave Philipstown before the end of the present month, I can- 
not but feel some regret on leaving a situation in which I have 
experienced so much forbearance and encouragement from my 
superiors, both here and at your office. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient and 
humble servant, 

John Donaght. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



Method of Teaching and Subjects Taught. 

In making out the following time table I have endeavoured 
to apportion the time to each of the subjects according to its 
importance. Writing from copy-lines on paper is practised by 
the third and fourth classes of each ’division of the school; 
and the time that is devoted to this exercise does not enable 
me to do more than inspect the copies when written, and mark 
them with the date ; steel pens, being now in general use and 
less expensive than quills, while they require no mending, 
would be preferable. Writing from dictation is practised by 
all wbo can write small- hand, and I attach great importance to 
it, as I can make it instrumental to some extent in teaching 
grammar, geography, and arithmetic ; lists of pronouns, their 
declensions; comparison of adjectives, and conjugation of 
verbs in English grammar; lists of towns, countries, rivers, 
lakes, mountains, &c., in geography; earths, soils, &c., in the 
Agricultural Class Book ; exercises also from the Easy Lessons 
on Money Matters form part of this exercise occasionally. N ota- 
tion in the higher classes includes writing in Roman characters, 
weights and measures, statement of exercises in proportion and 
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decimal notation. Exercises in tlie Spelling-book Superseded 
might be advantageously substituted for writing from dictation 
on one day of the week. 

The Agricultural Class Book and the Easy Lessons on Money 
Matters alternate with the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Books ; not 
because the latter are too limited in the range of subjects intro- 
duced to the learner, nor because they are not the very best 
description of school-books taken as to the subject matter, but I 
was desirous of varying the reading lessons from time to time, 
with the mew of rendering the course of instruction more in- 
teresting ; and the nature of the contents of the Agricui tural Class 
Book entitle it to rank first among the class-books of the Board 
of Education for those classes of the population attending the 
national schools ; it contains a fund of agricultural knowledge in 
an easy and attractive form, suited to the capacities of uneducated 
persons. The same may be said of the Easy Lessons on Money 
Matters, than which no book of the same size, and so well 
adapted to humble comprehensions, appears to be so well calcu- 
lated to dissipate the prejudices existing against the unequal dis- 
tribution of wealth and property among some of the worst 
educated classes, as well as other popular prejudices regarding 
wages and labour, taxes, combinations of workmen, &c. The 
place of these books on the time table, and in tlie business of the 
school, may be supplied by the Geography Generalized, the 
Epitome, Introduction to Geography and History, the Literary 
Class Book, Hodges’ Agricultural Chemistry, Patterson’s Zoo- 
logy, or other school-books, when the substances of these shall 
have been fairly mastered by the prisoners. 

Geography has long since ceased to be taught by rote, and 
English grammar can also be learned otherwise with much less 
labour, and even in a shorter time. I rely almost exclusively on 
the maps for the means of instruction in geography, aided of 
course by lectures and explanations which may give the pupils 
an interest iu reading the text-books — some small wooden globes 
have been ordered, which will greatly assist in making explana- 
tions intelligible. Each class of the juveniles lias but half an 
horn- at either of these subjects once a week at school, and each 
of the adults but half an hour once a fortnight, as maybe seen from 
the timetable; and yet several of the former, by their own study, 
have made very creditable proficiency, especially in geography. 
Although they cannot be said to know, generally speaking, more 
than the outlines, yet the features of the maps, the relative sizes 
of seas, countries, and islands, and their relative positions aud 
distances, have begun to imprint themselves on their minds, and 
most of the senior classes can answer questions of this nature 
without having the map before them. 

A great many blanks occur in the column for arithmetic, in 
the school journal I kept during part of last summer, as the 
reading lessons which preceded it sometimes encroached upon 
the time set apart for it. We had no clock in the schoolroom, 
however, and when the subject of the lesson appeared to interest 
the class considerably, it was naturally extended a little. At 
the same time I think it would be a great error to occupy with 
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any one subject of instruction the time to be devoted to another, 
but some of the lessons in the class-hooks required to be ex- 
plained at greater length than others, in order to make them 
understood^ as those, for instance, in the first and third sections of 
the Fifth Book, and several others in the other lesson hooks. 



Time Table eor October and November. 



Hours. J 


First, Second, and Sequel Classos. 


Third, Fourth, and Fifth Classes. 


9:30 

to 

10. 




Writing from Copy Lines — Mon- 
day and Friday. 

W riting from Dictation — Tuesday 
and Thursday. 

Exercises in Notation — Wednes- 
day and Saturday. 


10 

to 

10:30. 




Lesson Books — Monday and Fri- 
day. 

Agricultural C. Book — Tuesday. 
Money Matters — Thursday. 
Scripture Lessons — W ednesday 
and Saturday. 


10:30 

to 

11. 




Arithmetic — -Monday and Friday. 
Geography — Tuesday. 

English G rainmar — Thursday. 
Mental Arithmetic — Wednesday 
and Saturday. 


11 

to i 
11:30. 


Mental Arithmetic — Wednesday 
and Saturday. 

Writing on Slates — Monday and 
Friday. 

Spelling from. Dictation — Tues- 
day and Thursday. 




11:30 

to 

12. 

12 

to 

12:45. 


Lesson Books. 




Notation — Monday. 

Arithmetical Tables — Wedncs- 
. day. 

Simple Rules on Black Board — 
Friday. 

Geography — -Tuesday. 

E. Grammar— Thursday. 

Lesson Books— Saturday. 




2 

to 

2:30. 


Writing on Slates— Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. 


Writing on Paper — Tuesday. 
Writing from Dictation — Thurs- 
day. 


2:30 

to 

3. 


Lesson Books — Monday, Wed- 
nesday, and Friday. 


Money Matters — Tuesday. 
Agricultural C. Book — Thursday 


3 

to 

3:30. 


Notation— Monday. 

Arithmetical Tables — Wednes- 
day. 

Simple Rules — -Friday. 


Geography — T uesday. 

English Grammar — Thursday. 
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The Scripture Lessons have been read but rarely in the 
school. I would have them read once a week by each of the 
classes; but the adult and “old men’s” divisions of the school, 
who are able to read, attend school hut four hours, and two 
hours a week, respectively. They are lent to such of the pri- 
soners as ask for them, to read in the cells. 

Mental arithmetic should form an important branch of instruc- 
tion in arithmetic to those who are not likely to have time 
enough to devote to the subject to become ready and skilful 
manipulators in figures; the backwardness of the prisoners is 
other respects, especially in spelling — I have excellent readers 
who were, at first, unable to spell easy words of two syllables 
correctly — prevented me from devoting as much time to this 
subject as I intended; and, besides, all the prisoners were unac- 
quainted with the multiplication and pence tables. 

I have procured Johnson’s Physical Chart of the World, 
which will enable the pupils to learn more of physical geography 
in one lesson than they could by a series of lessons without it, 
and to understand clearly the sections of the Geography Gene- 
ralized and the Epitome, that treat of it. Knowledge so 
acquired by the help of maps and drawings is never forgotten 
afterwards. I have also procured models of the solid bodies 
most commonly known, and have had drawings of the most 
common mathematical figures on the frame of the black hoard, 
that they may learn their shapes as readily as the names. Every 
one knows how much more perfect an idea we can form of any 
thing by looking at it than by having it described to us. 

The programme, a copy of which is given below, is followed 
as closely as possible, and serves as a guide to us in the instruc- 
tion of the several classes. It does away with the purposeless 
teaching, which leads to no permanent impression, and is forgot- 
ten rather than it is learned, and which would he, especially in 
a school like ours, where the same subject of a lesson scarcely 
recurs twice in the same week, a mere waste of time — I mean 
lessons on subjects for which the pupils have not been previously 
prepared by leading them onward, step by step, and which it is 
assumed, being once taught, they must understand and remem- 
ber. Prisoners of the same degree of advancement in reading, and 
not similarly advanced in other branches, and even the corres- 
ponding reading classes of different divisions, do not show the 
same degree of proficiency in writing and arithmetic ; and, as in 
class teaching, it is essential that each of the pupils should be 
learning the same subjects, different classes should he formed 
for the lessons in reading, arithmetic, geography, and English 
grammar; or, otherwise, but a few would be instructed by 
them ; those who knew the subject well would he uninterested, 
and those who knew nothing of it previously would not under- 
stand them. And this has" been sometimes the case with my 
own classes ; hut, by having recourse to encouragement and 
remonstrance with such as were backward, I was able to bring 
them pretty nearly on a level with their class-fellows without 
placing fourth-class readers in the Second Book, for instance, 
because they were unable to parse a simple sentence, or tell tl' e 
boundaries of Switzerland. 
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Programme of Phi/ijistoton Prison School. P mumown 

r irst j) —Reading : First Book, Section I. Writing : straight prison. 
lines, parallel lines, angles, triangles, &c„ on slates. Arithmetic : ScU fff sier ., 
Xraneration Table, Names of Digits, Numeration of Two Places, u ep „ rt . 
Mental Addition of ones, twos, fives, and tens ; Mental Subtrac- 



tion Dy uiiib v ■ 

Firxl C— Reading: First Book, Section II., 'pages and pauses. 
Writino-: letters, digits, circles, curves, &e., on slates. Arith- 
metic : Mental Addition of any of the Digits ; Mental Subtraction 
bv units, tens, and fives ; Notation of Two Places and Numeration 
of Three; Multiplication Table of two, five, and ten tidies. 

First B. Reading : First Book to page 24 ; Spelling and 

Meaning of Words. Writing : words of two or three letters, on 
slates. °Arithmetic : Multiplication and Pence Table ; Notation 
of Three Places, and Numeration of Four ; Addition oil black 
board. Geography: Cardinal Points ; Nature of a Map ; Shape 
and Motions of the Earth ; Outlines of Map of the World. 

First A.— Reading : First Book to tile end ; Spelling and Ex- 
planation. Writing: large-hand on slates. Arithmetic: Multipli- 
cation on black board ; Notation of Four Places, and Numeration 
of Six; Tables of Weights and Measures. Geography: Local 
Geography on Map of World. E. Grammar : Noun and Verb. 

Second G - — Reading : Second Book; Spelling and Explana- 
tion. Writing : large-band on paper. Arithmetic : Simple 
Rules; Notation of Six Places. Geography : Local Geography 
of Europe. E. Grammar : Five principal Parts of Speech ; 
Gender and Number of Nouns; Comparison of Adjectives. 

Second B . — -Reading : Sequel I . to Second Book ; Spelling 
and Explanation. Writing: round-hand on paper. Arithmetic: 
Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, and Division of Money. 
Geography: Local Geography of Ireland. E. Grammar: De- 
clension of Pronouns ; Conjugation of Verbs. 

Second A. — Rending: Sequel II. to Second Book; Spelling 
and Explanation. Writing: small-hand on paper. Arithmetic: 
Compound Ruies and Reduction. Geography : Local Geogra- 
phy of England and Scotland. E. Grammar : Conjugation of 
Verbs by Persons, Tenses, and Moods ; Declension of Nouns ; 
Parts of Speech in Lessons. 

Third, Fourt/i, and Monitors. — Reading: Third Book; Spell- 
ing and Explanation. Writing: from dictation. Arithmetic: 
Proportion, Practice ; Fractions, Vulgar and Decimal. Geogra- 
phy: Local Geography of Continents ; Mathematical Geography, 
Latitude, Longitude, Zones, Climates, Tides, Temperature, 
Seasons, &c. ; Animal and Vegetable Productions of different 
Countries. E. Grammar: Parsing, Synthetical and Analytical. 
History: Outlines of Ancient and Modern; distinguishing Eras 
and Principal Events. Astronomy: Outlines; Primary Planets, 
their dimensions, periodic times and revolutions ; Phases of the 
Moon; Attraction. Political Economy: Dr. Whately’s “Easy 
Lessons on Money Matters.” Natural History: General Classi- 
fication of Animals. 

N.B. — Each class to learn the subjects marked for all the pre- 
ceding classes. 
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I don’t wish it to be supposed that each subdivision of each 
of my classes knows every thing here set down for it. The 
juveniles, from their having a longer time allotted to them at 
school, and probably also greater aptitude, make the nearest 
approximation to it. But I have marked out a standard of pro- 
ficiency to which the pupils themselves are beginning to look 
with eagerness, knowing that having attained this they are 
entitled to promotion to the next division or class, and bv means 
of which I can see myself what proficiency each of the divisions, 
whether taught by myself, the assistant, or a monitor, is making 
Some of the fourth classes, though able to read the Fourth Book 
of Lessons with ease and fluency,- did not know any of the sub- 
jects here marked out for any of the preceding classes; and 
many of those in the “ O. M.” division are still deficient in that 
respect. Indeed, it would require the school to have "been in 
operation two years or more, and each class, or subdivision of a 
class, to have entered in the lowest division of the first, to have 
each pupil fairly proficient in the several subjects. Nothing, 
however, conduces more to their gradual and steady progress 
than taking the subjects as it were to pieces, and teaching each 
portion of it separately, "beginning with the easiest. A boy 
learning arithmeticbegins with the numeration table, for instance, 
and goes next to mental addition, leaving these, too, at a time 
when they form a recreation in the learning of easy spelling; 
and the same with geography and English grammar. 

Another means of instruction which has been resorted to here 
as preparatory outlines of history, astronomy, natural history, 
are the tables given in the Fifth Lesson Book in the section on 
history; that in Dr. Sullivan’s Introduction to Geography and 
History of the sovereigns of England since the Norman con- 
quest; that in the Geography Generalized, under the head 
Outlines of Astronomy ; that in Patterson’s Zoology of the Clas- 
sification of Animals ; printed on black boards. These and such 
other tables may be called the multiplication table of these 
sciences ; and though it is not expected, nor intended, that the 
prisoners should become proficients in subjects of this nature, it 
will certainly he advantageous to them to know something about 
them when they can comprehend them, and allusions to them 
are of frequent occurrence in the various lesson books. Though 
people may learn the multiplication table without learning arith- 
metic, yet nobody learns arithmetic without learning the multi- 
plication table ; and the same may be said of those which are the 
outlines, or “rough sketch” of the subjects to be filled up 
afterwards at the opportunity or convenience of the learner. 
Such tables may be constructed of heights of mountains, lengths 
of rivers, populations of towns and countries, height of the snow 
line in different latitudes, and many others of a similar character, 
and printed on canvass or black hoards by the prisoners them- 
selves, and these will greatly facilitate the study of geography. 
I have generally used the black board and chalk for the purpose, 
and have had them copied out by the prisoners on their slates 
from the black board. 

When the subject of a lesson suggests the uses of steam, a 
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t ■ f nnfKnp of the railway communication in Ireland and Great Pniuratow* 
Britain, and of tlic principal lines in Europe and America, Piuson . 

showing the directions and principal stations on the maps, formed 

an interesting digression at one time; or of the steam commit- 
nication between different countries, and the greater facilities 
for commercial intercourse by steam vessels plying in all direc- 
tions irrespective of wind and tide, with such a description of 
the Leviathan (now building) as one may give after reading a 
detailed description of it; or the degree of temperature at which 
water becomes changed into steam suggested a description of 
the thermometer, and the uses to which it is applied. An exa- 
mination in the arithmetical tables suggested an account of the 
proposed decimalization of money, weights, and measures, which 
afforded much gratification when the facilities for calculation 
were explained, and the overthrow of the table book likely to 
come to pass in consequence ; or an examination on the extent 
of the British possessions, and the distance of some of them from 
London, opened the way for an account of the electric telegraph, 
which carries news with such rapidity; the way in which sig- 
nals are communicated by the deflection of the needle ; the; 
principal lines already constructed ; the projected completion of 
telegraphic communication all round the globe from Now York 
to London and Paris, and tlience to Malta, Cairo, Aden, through 
the East Indies to New Holland, pointing out the contemplated 
stations on the map. 

These lessons never failed to interest; and arising as they did 
incidentally out of the subject of the lesson read, they formed a 
kind of relaxation from the usual routine of questioning, while 
they served to awaken the intellectual faculties, and lead the 
prisoners to connect the contents of the hooks with something 
beyond the walls of the prison. I have always looked more to 
the moral influence to he produced by education, and the ex- 
panding of the mind by the introduction of objects and subjects 
of intuition likely to excite habits of thought and reflection in 
the prisoners, when accompanied by easy suggestive explana- 
tions, than to “cramming” them with the knowledge that 
would make a creditable display on set occasions. It seemed 
far better to give them a course of instruction that would call 
for the exercise of their judgment, than to give them set defini- 
tions, which they would learn to repeat mechanically, or ready- 
made ideas of my own. This is, in my mind, the great distinc- 
tion to he observed between teaching children and teaching 
adults. And it may he observed, too, that a respectable know- 
ledge of most of those branches of instruction I have been 
enumerating, which enter to a greater or less extent into each 
of our lesson hooks, may be attained by the prisoners while they 
are learning reading, and writing, and arithmetic, with less 
labour and fatigue than if they learned those elementary branches 
by themselves. 



i 
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Phuitstowr ORGANIZATION. 

OOVEENMEOT 

Prison. The arrangements I had at first proposed for myself, as re- 
Schodmtuicr’i garded the apportionment of time to the several divisions of the 
Sejmrt. school, have been carried into effect as far as possible. The 
juveniles, comprising all those under twenty years of age, 
received two hours’ literary instruction each day, except during 
part of June and July. How these two hours were employed 
will be seen by referring to the time table, a copy of which is 
appended. The division of the juveniles into two classes, accord- 
ing to their ages, was suggested by the great dissimilarity that 
exists between boys of fifteen years of age and under, and others 
of nineteen or twenty, as regards the maturity of their reason 
and mental faculties, and the dislike that boys of more adult age 
have to compete with their juniors, who show generally greater 
aptitude and quickness in learning. Previous experience showed 
me, too, that the method of teaching must be somewhat different, 
as the instruction best suited to the comprehension and capacity 
of a boy of fourteen will appear childish when addressed to a 
boy of nineteen ; and though grown boys when taught in classes 
by themselves make fair progress, they not only make little when 
standing in classes among those who are several years younger, 
but discourage the latter by their seeming indifference. A moral 
classification was also effected by this means, which was very 
desirable, at the period when I took charge of the school. It is 
now no longer requisite, as several of the worst conducted 
were sent to Mounljoy Prison, others have been added to 
the adult classes, and the conduct of the others has greatly 
improved.. The more appropriate division of this class of 
prisoners into classes according to them proficiency was substi- 
tuted in July. 

The want of an assistant whom I might get to take my place 
occasionally, during one of three school periods into which the 
day was divided, and the utter impossibility of teaching eleven 
or twelve hours every day, put it out of my power to carry into 
effect my intention regarding the instruction of the adult classes. 
When it . became known that I would not he required to attend 
in the prison for more than six hours daily, the morning school 
foT adults was broken up. Early in May, however, I made two 
divisions of this class (comprising all the healthy prisoners from 
twenty to thirty years of age), and taught them on alternate 
afternoons from three to five o’clock. During this and the next 
month, the two divisions of juveniles attended school four hours 
in the forenoon of alternate days, and the divisions of adults on 
alternate afternoons. The time table was as follows: — 

Juveniles, 17 to 21 years of age, . J Tu „ es day, Thursday, and Saturday, 

( forenoon. 

Do. under IT , /Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 

’ 1 forenoon 

Adults, First and Second Classes, / M °“day, Wednesday, and Friday, 

( afternoon. 

Do. Third and Fourth. Classes, . Tuesday and Thursdays afternoon.’ 
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As no school was kept on Saturday afternoon, I thought Philipstowk 
better to give the three afternoons to the more backward divi- 
sion of the adult prisoners. — — 

Little proficiency was made during the first few weeks, as they S ^°^ aster ' 
were slow to assume habits of order, and not fully reconciled to 
the restraint it became necessary to enforce in order to carry on 
the business of the school; and having neither monitors nor 
assistant, though having part of four classes in the school at the 
same time, unless in simultaneous lessons in geography, English 
grammar, and arithmetic, three-fourths of those present excused 
tkemselves for being idle by saying they had no one to teach 
them. They showed no desire to profit by instruction, hut 
rather seemed to regard forced attendance at school as part of 
the punishment of imprisonment. Even when monitors were 
appointed afterwards, they merely sat in each class passively, and 
took part in whatever conversation happened to be going on. 

Up to the time of the appointment of the assistant schoolmaster 
he took no part in the business of the school beyond keeping 
order ; I learned he had orders from the chief warder to that 
effect. Owing to the disorderly state of the prison in June and 
July, I thought it better to reduce the number of hours for each 
class, and take but half the pupils in each at a time ; this did not 
in reality diminish the amonnt of instruction given to each, as 
during part of the school hours such of them as were not imme- 
diately under instruction sat idle or talked, and I was always . 
opposed to punishment as a means of forcing to learn. Little 
can be done with children by that means, and far less with, 
adults ; both should be induced to learn by other means which 
will readily suggest themselves to every teacher. The school 
was kept open for eight hours each day, and I admitted but one 
class at a time for a fortnight, at the end of which I had more 
progress with them than was made during the previous two 
months ; there were none present but those actually under in- 
struction, and hence no idleness, and I could teach them nearly 
individually. 

About the beginning of August I had so far succeeded in giv- 
ing them an interest in the subjects of the lessons, and in divesting 
the school of the character of a place of punishment, by selecting 
for the reading lessons the most entertaining lessons in the seve- 
ral hooks, and by reasoning with them on the advantages of 
having a little education as a means of further extending their 

acquaintance with the world the little trouble with which it 

could be attained — the great opportunity they now had of acquir- 
ing it — the importance attached to it by the rich and wealthy, 
clearly demonstrated by the expense they went to to procure it 
for their own children — their benevolence in placing it within 
the reach of even those whom the law had deprived of the liberty 
of mixing with their fellow-creatures — gaining upon their con- 
victions and combating objections, and securing those habits of 
attentiveness I desired to bring about without having recourse 
to punishment; I saw that I could at length take two of the 
classes of each division of the school, and this I have continued 

' i 2 
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to do since. The time devoted to each division from the begin- 
ning of August till the beginning of Ootober may be seen fcoia 
the following : — 

Time Table foe September. 



Chases. 


Divisions. 


Time. 


Day of Week. 


Third and Fourth, . 


Juveniles, 


9 to 11 


\ Monday, Tuesday, Wednes- 


First and Second, . 


Juveniles, 


11 to 1 


j day, Thursday, and Friday. 


First and Second, . 


Adults, 


3 to 5 


j Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 
\ and Saturday. 


Third, Fourth, and \ 
Fifth, . . J 


Adults, 


3 to 5 


f Tuesday, Thursday, and 
\ Saturday. 



In May last I procured a list of all the prisoners confined in 
this prison at that time, which enabled me to ascertain the fitness 
for attending school of such of them as I wished. No age had 
been assigned to me as the limit — that at which a prisoner might 
be exempted from attendance on account of it ; and although I 
would have thought it a great hardship to forbid the attendance 
of any prisoner, of whatever age, who sincerely washed to attend 
school and hoped to derive any benefit from it, yet I considered 
it wrong to make attendance compulsory upon prisoners above 
thirty, unless they were anxious for instruction themselves. I 
acquainted the Governor with my views on this subject, stating 
that I had required the attendance of all the healthy prisoners 
under thirty years of age, and requesting him to order or enforce 
the attendance of such others as he thought fit. As soon as it 
was communicated to me in October that all the prisoners of 
every age were to attend school for a longer or shorter period, 
and from the shortness of the afternoons it was out of my power 
to have a second afternoon class, I arranged the attendance of 
the several divisions as below, keeping the men above thirty 
years of age in a class by themselves : — 



Time Table eoe October and November. 



Classes. 


Divisions. 


Time. 


pay pf Week. 


Third and Fourth, . 
First and Second, . 

First and Second, . 

Third and Fourth, . 

Third and Fourth, . 
First and Second, . 


Juveniles, 

Juveniles, 

Adults, 

Adults, 

Old Men, 
Old Men, 


9 to 11 
11 to 1 

2 to 4 

2 to 4 

9 to 11 
11 to 1 


1 Monday, Tuesday, Wednes, 
J day, Thursday, and Friday, 

f Monday, Wednesday, and 
\ Friday. 

Tuesday and Thursday, ' 

| Saturday. 



During the summer the old men’s classes may have the same 
amount of instruction as the adults, by keeping sqhool open till 
six o’clock. 
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During. the last month I had the four classes of juvenile Pmumow 
prisoners brought to school during the first school period of 
the forenoon, and the adult classes during the second, to enable - — 

me to devote the afternoon to the examination of the prisoners 
individually on the subjects they had been learning. The classes 
were somewhat too large, however, to he well or carefully taught ; 
but the advantage of an examination, testing the pupils’ profi- 
ciency as to what they do know, and showing them what they do 
not know, and ought* to know, and of course have yet to learn, 
cannot he overestimated — it is, in fact, half the teaching among 
men and grown boys. 

I have gone to a greater length in describing the various 
alterations which took place in the organization than might 
seem to-be requisite ; I know that the ordinary course to pursue 
in every institution, if it he found useful at all, is to improve it 
by successive modifications, until they fulfil, at least in a tolerable 
way, the objects for which they were established; but all those 
changes were required either by changing the hours for meals, 
or by other causes, as the shortness of the afternoons in winter, 
or the introduction of new classes. The fewer alterations and 
modifications, however, the better, unless when they are indis- 
pensable; they always retard the proficiency of a school, and it 
requires time to get used to them. 

The best subdivision of the prisoners for secular instruction, 
and one which I have made permanently, after giving the subject 
M consideration, seems to be into three divisions, according to 
their ages, namely, under twenty ; from twenty to thirty ; and 
above thirty. This will bring prisoners of the same degree of 
intellectual development and capacity together. Each ot these 
divisions will contain four classes, ranged according to the lesson 
hooks, and taking the first and second, and third and fourth of 
each division separately — senior classes and junior classes of each 
division being taught at the same time — each prisoner may get 
from eight to ten hours’ instruction weekly, by having school 
open four hours in the forenoon, and four in the afternoon of 
each day. This length of time in the schoolroom, together with 
self-instruction in the cell, though it will scarcely he enough to 
make them great scholars, will enable them to make a very 
sensible improvement, with a moderate degree of diligence and 
attention, in the course of a number of years ; and it must never 
be forgotten, that though scholastic instruction, with due regard 
to the inculcation of religious and moral principles, may have 
the effect of making the prisoners intelligent and “ good,’’ indus- 
trial training is no less essential as a means of earning subsistence ; 
and while the former very properly occupies — or should occupy 
— at least two hours of each day with the prisoners, the latter 
must be regarded, at least with prisoners who have arrived at 
the age of manhood, the business of the day. The idea of persons 
of adult age sitting down in a schoolroom during the usual 
working hours to learn the elementary branches, is so irrecon- 
cilable with the condition of the working classes in this country; 
that the time is likely to come when all the prisoners of adult 
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age, except those confined in Mountjoy Prison for the probation- 
ary term, shall receive instruction either before or after the usual 
working hours. 

School Discipline. 

Any school into which the pupils are permitted to rush in 
groups, and tumble over one another, and tables and forms, into 
their places, with loud and noisy vociferations ; or in which they 
are allowed to rise in twos and threes at pleasure, and go to the 
schoolmaster to get pens mended, or ask idle questions, or leave 
to go out ; or to go from one seat to another to talk and chat to 
their comrades, or to go into wrong classes without any reason; 
or to call aloud upon the teacher, or upon one another from their 
places, or to interrupt the teacher when busiest in teaching 
a class, and the class most attentive, by demanding leave 
out, or going out without any leave ; or to be disrespectful or 
disobedient, or careless of the books, or refuse to read or write; 
or perform other exercises at the time set apart for them, cannot 
be considered a well conducted school. All this appeared to 
have been customary in this school in March and April last ; and 
as the readiest way of putting a stop to this unseemly conduct; 

I drew up the following set of rules. I did not think right to 
report for offences, without first pointing out the acts that would 
be regarded as such, and forbidding them. These were first 
written out, and after being sanctioned by the Governor, were 
read out daily to each division of the school. I afterwards got 
them printed and hung up permanently in the schoolroom, but 
they have long since become obsolete; and I am bound to say 
that I have seldom had occasion to report prisoners for infringe- 
ment of them, except in a few instances at first. 

Rules for the Observance of Prisoners in School. 

1. To march into the schoolroom in order, and take the 
places assigned to their respective classes without noise or bustle, 
and go on with their business immediately. 

2. To remain in the schoolroom during the entire school 
period for their division, and not to leave the place assigned to 
their class without permission. 

3. To learn the lessons marked out for them, and take due 
care of the books, paper, slates, &c., and return them to the 
monitor when the lessons are over. 

4. To make their requirements known to the monitors hy 
raising their hand, and not to call upon them nor upon their 
teachers from a distant part of the room. 

5. To speak to the monitors and to one another in an under- 
tone, and. not louder than is necessary to be heard by them to 
make their requirements known. 

6. To be orderly and decorous in their conduct in the school; 
room, and to refrain from abusive expressions, quarrelling, and 
all indecent and profane language. 

7. To refrain from cursing, swearing, slang phrases and nick- 

names, and all expressions fruitful to tfre feelings of any prisoner, 
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and to be kind and forbearing in their intercourse with each Philwmowh 

, GOVERNMENT 

Other. ..... _ . Prison. 

8. To he obedient and respecttul to the teachers, and attentive 

during lessons, and to show their readiness to learn, and their | fmlmaster'a 
appreciation of instruction by attentiveness and good conduct in ° 

the school. 

9. To stand np in their places, and preserve silence when the 
Governor or any stranger enters the school, till ordered to sit 
down or go on with their business. 

10. To take their caps off on entering the room, and not to 
put them on again till leaving, unless ordered or permitted by 
the teacher. 

11. To write their copies with care and neatness, keep the 
paper clean, neither scribbling or writing between the lines, but 
only the name and date at the bottom of the page. 

12. Any prisoner writing two dirty copies in succession, and 
not making any sensible improvement after having written ten 
copies, will have his paper taken from him. 

13. Any infringement of the foregoing rules will he marked 
against the prisoner in the School Conduct Book, and punished 
by a fine, and any second offence of the same kind will subject 
him to a term of solitary confinement. 

In reading out these for the first time to the several school 
divisions, I urged on the prisoners the disorderly appearance 
the school presented to every one who entered it, and the un- 
favourable impression such disorder would make on the minds 
of visitors regarding the character of the prisoners themselves — 
how it would frustrate the objects of the school completely, and 
make it impossible for me to proceed with instruction, and for 
them to derive any benefit from it — that these rules imposed no 
restrictions upon them but such as were required to enable me 
to carry on the business of the school, and such as the well- 
disposed. would cheerfully impose upon themselves; and that 
they would certainly be enforced, and no ill-disposed prisoner 
permitted to prevent others from learning if he chose to learn 
nothing himself. The certainty that they would he strictly 
enforced, however, made their actual enforcement easy. The 
second rule has been but partially carried into effect ; but the 
use of the “ Pass,” there being always a warder present in the 
schoolroom during school hours, answers the same purpose ; I am 
aware of such a rule being enforced in the Parkliurst Prison 
school, though their school period is twice the length of ours ; 
hut there is a short period allowed them for “ parade ” before 
going to school or employment after breakfast and dinner hour. 

Dm-frig part of the summer there was much waste of time in 
collecting the eleven o’clock and three o’clock school divisions 
from their several departments. The way in which this is done 
at present is much easier : the bell is rung by the school warder 
at these hours, and the prisoners belonging to each school 
division break off from the working parties and assemble on 
parade, when the roll ia called, and they are marched into school 
regularly. 
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The carefulness and attention to tlie details of school discipline 
inculcated in the following rales, which were introduced at the 
same time as the rules. for the observance of prisoners in school, 
have been observed by the prisoners individually, as well as by 
the assistant schoolmaster and such of the prisoners as I called 
upon to assist me in hearing reading lessons, and have served to 
show them what was expected of them in the school. Having 
appointed four boys in May last as monitors, chiefly to assist in 
carrying on the business of the school when I was engaged 
with one of the classes, I found I had no authority to enforce 
their compliance, and one or two of them refused ; and as the 
others did not take part in the teaching with that degree of 
earnestness and good will I expected, I have since employed 
monitors hut rarely, and when it was indispensable, selecting 
only one or two prisoners of advanced age, who were unable to 
work at any laborious employment, and were, accordingly, per- 
mitted to spend the entire day in the schoolroom. Should the 
principle of employing monitors in prison schools, as a means of 
augmenting the teaching power, he sanctioned — and the con- 
trary implies the want of a much larger proportion of teachers, 
not less than one to every 100 prisoners — boys are far prefer- 
able to men as monitors for the juvenile divisions. They are 
more easily trained to the discipline of the school, and more 
punctual in their observance of it, while they will more readily 
acquire something of the method and manner of a good teacher 
than men can. The latter, indeed, can never become efficient 
monitors, whatever may be their attainments, unless accustomed 
to teaching in early life ; but they are generally very deficient 
in most of the branches it is necessary for monitors to know, and 
their ideas are further removed from the level of those they are 
required to teach, and less readily comprehended by them; 
while boys would have greater opportunities of self-government 
by being intrusted with “asmall show of power ” and superiority, 
it would constitute a species of reward to have some degree of 
confidence reposed in them. More improvement would certainly 
he made in this school by the help of two or three monitors 
selected from among the boys, if a little older and more advanced 
than their class-fellows, than with the assistance of the same 
number of men of much higher attainments in the rudimentary 
branches. I could readily point out a number of such hoys in 
my school at present, all possessing intelligence and activity, 
and in whom, if any degree of trust were reposed, it would 
contribute to elevate and strengthen their character. 

The objections against the employment of juveniles as moni- 
tors — that by instructing others they lose the instruction they 
are entitled to themselves, and the special instruction which 
would he given to them would take up the time to be devoted 
to industrial instruction — could he easily obviated by selecting 
the monitors for each school division from that division, and 
giving them special instruction before or after working hours. 
In this way they would have their due share of both ; and I 
presume there would he ho objection on the part of the teacher* 
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to attend, nor on the part of the Governor to allow them to Philimtows 
remain out for an hour after the other prisoners are locked up. G 
In reality, however, the additional literary instruction the — 
monitors would receive, the improved habits they would acquire 
under the constant supervision of the schoolmaster, the greater 
degree of self-respect, and the higher attainments, by enabling 
to obtain employment in which intellectual labour might form a 
part, would more than compensate for the loss they would 
sustain in industrial training. There is certainly no grounds for 
encouraging the hope that any of those young persons now in 
confinement in the convict prisons, would be eligible, on leaving 
them, for filling offices of trust or importance in this country ; 
and yet it would be a great injustice to them to say that if an 
opportunity of entering snch offices presented itself, as may 
happen in America or the Colonies, whither several of them are 
likely to go hereafter, they are only to possess such qualifications 
as will enable them to support themselves by manual labour. 

If monitors were permanently attached to the school one would 
be required for every sixty prisoners ; but if selected from the 
classes to which they belong, one for every sixteen or there- 
abouts. It may be observed that monitors would never he 
required, or even permitted, to teach, except under the super- 
vision of the teacher ; and even then their teaching would be 
limited to hearing rehearsals and recapitulatory exercises, or 
other lessons of a routine character, all of which would serve to 
impress the knowledge of the various subjects learned more 
strongly on their minds. 

Instructions to Assistants and Monitors. 

1. To remain in the schoolroom from ten o’clock till two, 
during the hours of general instruction, in the forenoon; and 
also from three to five, or during such other period as may be 
allotted to it in the afternoon. 

2. To call over the roll at ten o’clock, immediately after the 
classes are assembled, marking the absent; and if any prisoner 
is believed to he absent without cause, to report to the warder 
on duty in the school. 

3. To admit no prisoner into their class unless he has been 
examined and his name placed on the roll. 

i. To march the classes to and from the lessons regularly, 
and not to permit the classes to cross each other in going from 
or returning to their places at the desks. 

, 5. To preserve order in their classes, and insist on having 
silence, except when reading lessons or answering questions. 

6. To teach the subjects to the classes as marked in the pro- 
gramme, and at the times specified for them in the time-table. 

7. To see that the prisoners have their hands and faces clean, 
their hah cut, and clothes mended when necessary, and their 
shirt-collars pinned or buttoned. 

8. To distribute the hooks, slates, paper, &c., to the classes, 
and collect them when lessons are over, leaving none of them 
lying about the room. 
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9. To be accountable to the press-keeper for all books, &c., 
given out to them for the use of the classes ; and attend to any 
instructions given them, from time to time on the method of 
teaching. 

10. To keep the classes at the same lesson till they know it, 
and withhold paper from any prisoner writing two dirty copies, 
and to keep the classes always at the same desk in the school. 

11. To endeavour to secure the respect and esteem of the 
prisoners in their classes ; to treat them with kindness and con- 
sideration ; but to report such as persist in being disobedient, 
disorderly, or disrespectful. 

In lending books to the prisoners from time to time, it was 
observed that writing or scribbling appeared on some of them, and 
others were abused ; and the owners generally denied all know- 
ledge, saying the books had beenleft there by somebody else, who 
took theirs. I had all the books taken up in consequence, and 
entered the prisoners’ numbers in the left-hand side of the cover, 
intimating to them that if books not so marked were found in 
the possession of any of them, they would be subject to punish- 
ment. In a few instances the numbers were rubbed out, but 
rarely, as the defaulters were severely admonished. Thus each 
prisoner is held accountable for the books lent Mm. I think, 
however, it would he better if a copy of each of the four lesson 
books and a slate were added to the utensils usually furnished 
to each cell, and left there permanently, the books would he 
less tossed about and better taken care of. A supply of framed 
slates for tbis purpose has been received, but tbe stock of books 
does not enable me to supply them at present. 

Besides requiring a greater number of books for the purpose 
of self-instruction, when three prisoners belonging to different 
classes were located in the same cell, they also interfered with one 
another’s study in the preparation of lessons ; and on application 
to the Governor, some alteration was made, so that boys belong- 
ing to tbe same class were placed in tbe same cell, as far as was 
compatible with the arrangements for industrial instruction. I 
had intended visiting the cells occasionally after lock-up hour 
during the summer, to see how the prisoners were employed; 
hut as the presence of the Deputy-Governor was required on 
these occasions, I thought it unnecessary to give him this trouble. 

The rule regarding cleanliness was almost unnecessary. 
Except during the first fortnight after I came here, when sym- 
toms of negligence in this respect were manifest in a few 
instances, chiefly among prisoners who had lately come out of 
hospital, I had no occasion to direct attention to it, but in the 
case of one, a boy of eighteen years of age, to whom the habit of 
slovenliness appeared so congenial that he would assume no other. 
It seemed to have grown up with him, and formed part of his 
nature. He has been transferred to Monntjoy Prison. Too 
much attention in establishments where great numbers of peo- 
ple are closely confined together, without access to the open 
air or much physical exertion, can scarcely be given to this im- 
portant item of discipline, 
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Careless and negligent writing having been made by some of r™™ 
the prisoners from whom I expected greater attention and more PltIS0It . 
steady improvement, I found it necessary to withhold paper - — ■ 

from them for a few days, after I liad remonstrated with them 
on two or three occasions about it to no purpose. Believing, I 
suppose, that my authority did not extend so far as to deprive 
them of their copies, they demanded permission to appeal to the 
Governor; and I acceded to their wish immediately, desiring 
my assistant to accompany them to him. Mr. Iiogreve having 
told them, however, that negligence and carelessness in writing, 
if persisted in, would subject them to a severe punishment if 
reported to him, there was much better writing made, not only 
by these, hut by all the others afterwards. 



School Accounts. 



Class Boll of 
For the Month of 



Convict Prison School, 



185 



Name of 
Prisoner. 



No. in 
Class. 



Totals 

Present. 



Total 
in Class, 



Week ending 
Saturday, 



Week ending 
Saturday, 



Week ending 
Saturday, 



Week ending 
Saturday, 



Week ending 
Saturday, 



I had no class-rolls on taking charge of this school, and drew 
up this form, intending it as a substitute for that used in national 
schools, which, from the great number of changes from class to 
class— greater still in our school on account of the changes, 
frequently to be made from one division of the school to another 
— would render a quarterly class-roll very liable to error. No 
changes are to be made in these from class to class, or from one 
division to another, except at the end of a month, so that, except 
ur the case of admissions and discharges, no change whatever 
occurs. The number in the column, “ total present,” furnishes 
tire means of filling the monthly attendance column in the 
Register, and at the bottom is found the sum of the attendances 
for the month for each class of each division of the school — a 
day’s attendance representing tut two hours’ school instruction. 
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The left hand side of the page contains almost every parti- 
cular which it may be requisite for the Chaplain or Schoolmaster 
to know regarding the prison. The proficiency is shown ex- 

e enough in three columns — when the school shall have 
i operation for some time the column for reading ought 
to show or imply the proficiency in other branches according to 
the programme. The class-roll from month to month will show 
the prisoner’s gradual advancement from class to class, and the 
transfer of the names to a new part of the Register, will state 
the advanced proficiency during the year. The column for the 
name of the offence for which the prisoner was convicted (the ini- 
tial only of the name of the offence being entered), and the 
number of previous convictions afford the best index to the pre- 
vious character and habits of the prisoners, and that for the 
“sentence and term expired” shows merely how long he has 
been at school, and how long he is likely to remain. 

The next or right hand side gives the attendance during each 
month for a year, so that the Inspector or Head Schoolmastermay 
at any time compare his progress and registered proficiency with 
the time spent at school since then — the last column showing the 
“ total attendance” for an entire year, an estimate may be easily 
formed of the prisoner’s diligence and capacity — and the con- 
duct columns, showing the several conduct marks he has received, 
give a pretty accurate view of his attention, and the desire mani- 

















Claw. 


Beading, 


Writing. 


Arithmetic. 




In this page will be entered, a day or two in advance, the subjects or parts of them to 
be taught ami the lessons the classes are to prepare. 




Geography. 




E. Grammar. 


Other Subjects. 




The lessons -will then he prepared by both teachers and pupils, and both will enter the 
school prepared for their respective duties. 
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«. 


<1. 










; 


• 












































' 

• 





fested to profit by instruction. This Register was made out in PuiursTowK 
anticipation , of the introduction of “ badges ” and gratuities, "pbS. 1 ™ 
which were spoken of at tlie time. 

The Report Book is the same as that in use in national schools, jjjJJ *“ rfer '* 
but slightly altered, to show the attendance of each class of each 
school division separately. It would afford the best means of 
instituting comparisons, and tabulating details, to assimilate the 
forms of school accounts used in all the prison schools ; and it 
would also lead to uniformity in tlie method of conducting the 
schools. 

From the great variety of subjects, or rather parts of the same 
subject to be taught, and the number of divisions of the classes, 

I ruled up and kept during tlie months of August and September 
a school journal of the form appended, as a record of the lessons 
taught to each class, and hence of those which were to be yet 
taught, and also of meritorious or bad conduct on the part of 
individual prisoners, which I found to be of the greatest service 
to me in directing the business of the school. I discontinued it 
in October wlien examining the classes of “ old men ” and re- 
arranging the school periods. A blank printed form has now 
been supplied for this purpose to be kept in the school, to which 
the Governor and Chaplains may refer on visiting, and which 
will he laid before the Governor once a week should he not find 
leisure to visit the school. 





Day of 1856. 


Margin. 


Visits, Orders, Remarks, <fco. 




. 


This page will be filled according to its heading, and sub- 
mitted -weekly to the Governor. In the margin he will 
give his directions regarding the management of the School, 
as a department of the Prison, and make such remarks as 
may seem requisite upon its efficiency. 
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Other small blank forms are used — one for offences committed 
in the schoolroom ■which are of a character to be reported ; one 
for orders or application' for articles required from the store ; and 
one for the daily report of attendance furnished to the chief 
warder. The counterpart of each is retained, so that it may be 
referred to at any time for the cause or character of an offence, 
the date or amount of orders, and the verification of entries in the 
Register or Report Books. The binding of these was unnecessary. 

My first examination in April of 147 prisoners showed that 
proficiency (following the classification usually adopted in na- 
tional Schools) to he as follows: — 





Juvenile 
under 
20 years 


Adults 
20 and 
upwards. 


Totil 


Able to read tbe Fourth. Book of Lessons flu- 1 
ently, ..... 


27 


16 


43 


Able to read the Third and Sequels, . 


25 


12 


37 f 


Able to read the Second Book only, . 


31 


16 


47 


Not fit to read any part of Second Book, 


15 


5 


20 ■ 


Totals, .... 


98 


49 


147 



This table does not include all the adults in the prison at the 
time, but only such as came voluntarily to be examined, and 
were desirons of attending school. From the class-rolls for the 
month of August, after I had procured a complete list of the 
prisoners, with their ages, and which contained the names of all 
under thirty years of age able to attend school, I extract the 
following table, following the same classification as above: — 





Juveniles. 


Adults. 


Total. 




16 

22 


22 

22 


38 

44 


IoShdo.,} Semor CIassea > • { 


17 

25 


14 

33 


31 

58 


Totals, .... 


80 


91 


171 



The first complete examination of all the prisoners was made 
in October, after I had orders to admit such of the prisoners 
above thirty years of age as were not physically incapacitated, 
when the classification stood as follows : — 





Juveniles. 


Adults. 


Old Men. 


Totals. 


First Class, 1 
Second do., J 
Third do.., | 
Fourth do., J 


J Junior Classes, | 

► Senior Classes, j 


13 

18 

20 

27 


37 

42 

30 

44 


54 

17 

13 

14 


104 

77 

63 

85 


Totals, 


, 78 


153 


98 


329 












! -? 
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The results of this examination, and I may add, all my previous Philifstown 
ones, contrast strangely with the illiteracy of convicted crimi- 
Hals 'so frequently made the subject of comment, and so impli- — ' 
citlv believed in. Of the juveniles under twenty years of age, S ^‘°° l ^ a>ter ' s 
two-thirds of the whole were able to read the Third Book of 
Lessons, or, including the second class, four-fifths of the entire 
had made some proficiency in reading. The corresponding 
proportions for the adult division — twenty to thirty years of 
age— are one-half, and three-fourths respectively ; and for the 
old men’s division, comprising the prisoners above thirty years 
of age, one-fourth and one-half. It must be observed that most 
of these had been receiving instruction in the county or city 
gaols, and several of them in Mountjoy Convict Prison besides ; 
and that though being able to read with more or less ease, they 
were all deficient in the knowledge of any other branch of 
instruction. Comparing also the proportions of each division 
belonging to the senior classes — two-thirds, one-half, and one- 
fourth of juveniles, adults, and old men respectively, the exten- 
sion of the national schools system is pretty clearly demon- 
strated. 

The class rolls for December show the following numbers in 
each of the classes : — 





Juveniles. 


Adults. 


Old Men. 


Totals. 


First Class, 1 T • f 

Second do.! } Ju mo r Classes, j 

Frtdo.,} SeniorClasses ' j 

i 

Totals, . , i 


n 

9 

21 

18 


25 

26 
29 
29 


30 

16 

13 

16 


66 

51 

63 

63 


59 


109 


75 


243 



A number of prisoners of advanced age, and “permanent 
invalids,” had been exempted from attendance before these rolls 
were made out. This accounts for the discrepancy between 
this total and the preceding. 

Inasmuch as the proficiency in reading would not at present 
give a fair estimate of the prisoners’ attainments in other re- 
spects, and I have found it necessary to retain several in lower 
divisions of classes after their improvement in reading entitled 
them to promotion, I have not enumerated the removals from 
class to class, and division to division. The right of framing 
such a table holds out an inducement to teachers to promote 
their pupils to “next divisions” before they are fairly qualified — 
a ^ >r ^ tlce certainly would retard their proficiency after- 
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GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Grangegorman Convict Prison, 

Dublin, January 10th, 1856, 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit my Annual Re- 
port for the year ended 31st December, 1855. 

Statement of the Number of Convicts in custody, committed, 
and disposed of in the year : — 

Convicts. Children. 

In custody 1st January, 1855, . . .240 27 

Received (luring the year, . . . 39 1 



279 28 

Convicts. Children. 

Discharged, . .7 2 

Removed to Cork Depot, .7 - 

Died, . 6 ■ 1 

— — 20 3 



Remaining in custody 31st December, 1855, 
Under sentence of Transportation for- 



259 



■ 25 



120 



10 „ 


. 


49 


H „ 


. 


. 3 


15 „ 


. 


. 6 


Life, 


• 


. 4 




Total, 


. 182 


Under sentence of Penal Servitude for — 


4 years, 


. 


, 65 


6 ,> 




. 10 


8 „ 


. 


. 1 


10 „ 


• 


. 1 




Total in custody, 259 




Crimes. 


Assault, • . 


. 2 


Larceny and Felony, . 


Arson, 


. 8 


Murder, 


Assault and Bobbery, . 


1 


Receiving Stolen Goods, 


Burglary and Bobbery, 


. 20 


Stabbing, . . 


Cattle Stealing, . 


6 


Perjury, 


Felony, ... 


. 29 


Vagrancy, . 


Killing Sheep, 


6 




Larceny, 


. 155 


Total, . 



4 

3 

22 

I 

1 

1 

253 



The total amount earned by the prisoners to 31st of March, 
1855, and brought to the credit of the general account was 
£549. 

Many changes, all of them of a beneficial nature, have taken 
place in the staff, as well as in the internal arrangements of 
this prison, during the past year. 

The conduct of the officers has been of the most gratifying 
description, and I feel bound to observe further, that this remark 
applies without a single exception. 
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The non-resident officers, as may be seen by the subjoined GitAKozoon- 
table, have been extremely punctual and regular in their attend- "“Sorf 1 ' 8 
anee:' and the number of visits, great as it is, affords but in- — - 

sufficient proof of the zeal and solicitude these gentlemen, in 
their respective departments, have invariably manifested for the 
unhappy prisoners. 

Number of visits of non-resident officers during the year — 

Protestant Chaplain, . . .193 

Homan Catholic, ,, • . 407 

Presbyterian, „ . . 156 

Physician, . . • 296 

Surgeon, . . • ' 171 

The sanitary condition of the prison continues, as heretofore, 
highly satisfactory. 

The health of the prisoners has, under the blessing of Divine 
Providence, been very good. Of the six prisoners who died 
during the year, it may bo said that, previously to incarcera- 
tion in the Convict Prison, their constitutions had become so 
impaired by the irregularity of their lives, as well as by insuffi- 
cient food and clothing, that a recovery from any attack of a 
serious type was scarcely to be expected. As an instance of 
irregular. living, I may mention among the deceased, A. C. ; 
this woman had been committed to the City Prison for assaults, 
disorderly conduct, and petty larceny, 146 times, and I may 
add, as often for drunkenness. 

Your directions, enjoining the use of new forms of books, 
requisitions, returns, &c., have been carried into full effect. 

The classification, rules, regulations, and badges, which you 
ordered to be introduced for the better discipline of the pri- 
soners have already proved to be of great moment, and are 
well calculated as auxiliaries to aid in producing happy results, 
and a fuller and more steady development of individual merit. 

The dietary of the prison has undergone a considerable im- 
provement, and is giving very general satisfaction. It now 
consists of the following : — 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, for breakfast — 7 oz. oatmeal, J pint 
milk. 

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday, for breakfast — 1 oz. cocoa, 

1 oz. sugar, ± pint milk, and ^ lb. bread, each ration. 

Dinner on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Sunday, J lb. 
bread, and f pint milk, each ration. 

Tuesday and Saturday, j lb. beef, 2 lbs. of potatoes, 2 oz. vegetables, and 
1 pint soup, each ration. 

Supper, each day, J lb. bread, and J pint milk. 



In the hospital a new compounding department has been 
fitted up, and an apothecary attends daily to prepare , the pre- 
scriptions of the physician and surgeon ; this is a vast improve- 
ment on onr late deficient system. The old and respected 
lady to whom the superintendence of this department had from, 
the opening of the institution been intrusted has been super- 
annuated; and a most happy selection, on the recommendation 
ot. the experienced head matron, made in the appointment of 
to Margaret Eyan, 



s 
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The new hospital dietary, under the arrangement of the 
medical officers, has been another boon conferred by you upon 
this department. 

Industrial training has been carried out to the fullest extent 
consistent with the performance of other prison duties, Anew 
branch of industry, shoeinalriug, has within the last twelve 
months been added to the former occupation of the convicts; 
and many of them already show how qualified they may soon 
become to execute even neat work of this description. 

Religious and moral training, so important in its conse- 
quences, continues to he advanced by every available means. 
Rev. Mr. Power, wbo succeeded Rev. Mr. Beardwood, as R. C. 
chaplain, in July last, gave in the month of November, with your 
kind permission, a three days’ religious exercise, the effects of 
which were visible in the improved general conduct of the pri- 
soners. The Roman Catholic inmates hare also the great ad, 
vantage of being visited three or four times a week by the 
Sisters of Charity, and I have no doubt profit much by the in, 
struction of these religious ladies. 

Literary instruction, however elementary, is, of its own na, 
ture, too momentous, and in this country, “ where the causes 
of crime are principally ignorance and destitution,” too grave 
in its results to he passed over without having its importance 
duly acknowledged. In this department much has been lately 
done to ameliorate the condition of the prisoners by the placing 
of the school under the control of the National Board of Edu- 
cation, and by the appointment to its superintendence of Miss 
Mary Denvir, a first-class teacher. Miss Denvir’s zeal and effi- 
ciency have, within a limited period, been, rewarded by very 
marked success ; and the earnest anxiety and kindly feeling 
she has manifested towards the prisoners, seem to have origi, 
hated corresponding feelings of gratitude and co-operation; 
To specify many instances of decided progress in this depart- 
ment would be to enlarge my Report, probably without ad- 
vantage ; and yet I cannot resist citing a few, which strike me 
as particularly deserving of attention — B.F. ; M.S. ; J.C.; A.K.; 
M.O’K. ; M.B. ; are of this class to which I refer. These con- 
victs, so neglected in early life, were ignorant even of the 
alphabet less than six months ago ; but by assiduity and perse- 
verance, can now read with moderate ease and correctness; 
and also write a fair legible hand. One great obstacle, how- 
ever, to a tolerable degree of efficiency, is the limited extent 
of the apartment used as a school-room— only twenty- three feet 
by twelve ; it must at once be seen that the accommodation it 
affords is wholly insufficient for our number ; and that to be 
adequate to our wants, it should at least be three times its 
present size ; it hence happens that not more than one-third of 
the convicts can be admitted at the same time, and that several 
of them must he excluded, except on alternate days, from 
lectures and instructions which they have commenced to apprc < 
ciate fully. 

Mr. Coyle, district inspector, has already visited the scbooL 
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and examined the convicts on the different subjects in which 
they had been instructed ; of coui-se it was not to be expected 
that in their answering they could display an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the topics to which this gentleman’s questions re- 
ferred. The children of the convicts who are in prison attend 
school daily, for a stated time, and are making very respectable 
progress. 

In my last Report I took the liberty of suggesting the found- 
ing of a house of refuge, for a section at least of pardoned 
convicts, whose conduct and general character during the 
period of their imprisonment afforded reasonable hope that 
with the means of earning an honest livelihood within their 
reach, they might resist, under the influence of G-od’s grace, 
the numerous temptations of relapsing into their former crimes. 
Permit me again to advert to the same subject; for further re- 
flection and information on some cases, recently obtained, seem 
to me to prove not alone the utility, but even tbe imperative 
necessity of some such institution. To send forth, from time 
to time, numbers of discharged convicts, homeless and friend- 
less, with the character of crime still adhering to them, would 
be, in my mind, to subject them indirectly to the same course 
of guilt — the same outrages on society, the penalty of which 
they have already paid by many years’ detention in prison. It 
is scarcely necessary to observe how probable, how almost un- 
avoidable, relapse becomes under such circumstances. An ex- 
tract from last year’s Report points out some of the causes 
which confirmed me iu this view : — " It is easy to concoivC haw 
numerous are the perils to which tho convict on quitting prison 
is exposed : a character which will not bear investigation ; a 
pittance, only sufficient for a vory limited period ; the strong 
conviction that no prudent matron will admit into her household 
a female, however well qualified in other respects, tho history 
of whose career closes with a liberation from prison ; — former 
associates watching the hour of liberation to entice her into a 
new career of guilt; these and many other obvious perils seem 
to me to prove the absolute necessity of some reformatory in- 
stitution into which tho convicts should ho voluntarily admitted 
after enlargement from prison.” To meet partially at least 
what might seem a serious objection, I added, “ Such an in- 
stitution could, I think, he easily provided, and cheaply main- 
tained, particularly when we recollect that most of the class of 
convicts . I am considering, can . . . contribute largely to 
their own support. It seems, too, that viewed in an econo- 
mical light, such an establishment would bo highly desirable; 
for it is an undeniable fact, that very many of these dismissed, 
from prison, being unable to procure employment, are driven 
by penury into the commission of fresh crime, and soon again 
find themselves tho inmates of a prison, and a burden on the 
community.” To assure myself on the most reliable authority 
that there were discharged from our prison some on whom reli- 
gious instruction, and prison discipline had produced a favour- 
able effect, and to whom a house of refuge would be a lasting 
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blessing, I wrote to the Sab-Inspectors of Constabulary request- 
in it information with reference to the seven convicts who had 
received a free pardon during the past year, and been sent to 
their native localities. The answers, as yon will perceive, 
afford hope of permanent reformation ; for whilst they announce 
the poverty of the objects of communication, they are free 
from all mention of further crime. 

Of A.O., sent to Limerick, I have been informed that, 

“ general conduct has been good ; supports herself by washing.” 
Belfast, K., “ sick.” Wexford, A.Ib, “ supports herself by 
begging.” Kilkenny, C.N., “ supports herself by begging; 
heard nothing prejudicial to her character.” Trim, J.B., “ lives 
with her family.” Cork, M.F., “ not known.” Carnew, county 
Wicklow, E.M., “supports herself by sewing, &c., and con- 
ducted herself properly since her return home.” 

Of the seven cases inquired after, there are four whose 
characters appear fair, proving that prison discipline is not lost 
upon them ; one, without employment, and is forced to beg 
for support ; another, who received a free pardon, because of 
protracted illness, still continues in the same state ; and the 
seventh, though unknown to the police of the district to which 
she was sent, foil back, as I have been informed by an officer of 
the female prison in Cork, into her former wicked course of life. 

Such are the accounts I have received from these very safe 
sources of information ; and they appear to warrant the belief 
that these women, provided with the means of contributing 
fairly to then. - own support in a more reputable manner, would 
gladly escape from the perils of a precarious mode of life, and from 
the temptations to crime which the poverty of their condition 
places before them in such abundance. In one instance only was 
there no proof of reformation ; and with regard to her, all who 
had paid any attention to her character, clearly predicted that 
her return to crime would most probably follow her release 
from prison. Within the current year there will be discharged 
from this depot a very large number of prisoners. It is painful, 
“ considering their influence for good or evil,” to contemplate 
what the future lot of those unhappy beings may be ; by their 
crimes they have forfeited the protection of their kindred ; for 
it is hut repeating a trite observation, that even in the humblest 
walks of Irish life, the female who has once lost her honour, is 
seldom, if ever, re-admitted to the shelter of the parentalhome; 
employment is scarcely to be expected ; begging is an indict- 
able offence ; and a four years’ absence from their native districts, 
they will be told, nullifies their claim to support under the poor 
laws ; without a house of refuge, it is scarcely problematical 
what their fate must he. The effects of years of religions 
training, of prison discipline, of industry and education, may 
very soon be destroyed, and the condition, of the unhappy 
victim of poverty rendered worse in proportion to the advan- 
tages she lately enjoyed. 

It may be stated that prisoners of the class I am considering, 
would, on the expiration of the term of servitude, betake them-. 
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selves to the haunts of former wickedness, and refuse to accept Giukgeooh- 
the favour thus benevolently provided for them. I admit the 
assertion only as an exception, and appeal to the cases cited — 
above as affording probable grounds for rejecting such an * 

assumption. 

I have thus, gentlemen, endeavoured to draw your attention 
as briefly as possible to the importance of such an institution, 
and to show how invaluable I deem its existence and practical 
working ; and if I have exceeded my proper position, in these 
remarks, I find my apology not alone in the anxiety you your- 
selves have manifested for the welfare of those unhappy out- 
casts ; an anxiety that arises not so much from the eclat that 
must accompany your exertions, if eventually successful, as 
from those higher feelings, so conspicuously evinced in the 
various improvements you have already effected, but of my own 
experience, which convinces mo of the peculiar case of many 
included under those observations; how ignorance and desti- 
tution, the parents of vice, have brought a large majority of 
them to penal prisons, who, had they been favoured by the ad- 
vantages of an early education, and raised above want, might 
have been virtuous and upright in their humble sphere. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Thomas L. Synnott, Governor. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. svperMent; 

Grangegorman Convict Prison, ■ 

8th January, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — I beg respectfully to submit my Report for 
the year ending 31st December, 1855; and in doing so to ob- 
serve that the events most worthy of your notice, in connexion 
with this prison, are the introduction of the new regulations in 
the commencement of the year ; the classification of the pri- 
soners in July ; the appointment of a really efficient and well- 
trained schoolmistress about the same time ; and an improved 
dietary. 

'With respect to the bearing of the new regulations on the 
prisoners, I have found them conducive to greater propriety of 
conduct during their term of imprisonment, and particularly so 
in cases of younger prisoners, most of whom have been hitherto 
comparatively neglected, and destitute of proper care, attention, 
or education. 

The classification having taken place under the immediate 
direction of the Chairman, I need only remark that after the 
usual inquiry into age, character, industry, attention, time, &c., 
none wore found eligible for the exemplary class, only two for 
the first class, sixty for the second division of the first class, 
ninety-two for the second class, sixty for the third class, and 
forty-three were placed in the probationary class. 

Since that period the prisoners in the higher classes have 
exhibited much anxiety to keep* their position, while those in 
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(SWgegou- the lower endeavour, In many instances, to raise themselves, 
ai DEroif 1B all< i h ave to* 61 ! t0 overcome dispositions which bring them into 
- — blame, as well as to apply themselves to work and the means 
Superintendent's pj.gyj^gd f or their employment. 

In conclusion, I have much pleasure in hearing testimony to 
the zeal and interest evinced by the female officers for the im- 
provement of the prisoners over whom they arc placed, as well 
as their general attention to their several duties. Our staff 
has been augmented within the last year, and is now much 
more efficient ; among the number, as must be expected, there 
are different degrees of ability and education, hut I feel war- 
ranted in stating all have exerted themselves to the utmost of 
their power. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient servant, 

Marian Rawlins, Superintendent. 



Surgeon’, SURGEON’S REPORT. 

Report. 

lOth January, 1856, 

Gentlemen, — Upon the conclusion of the year 1855 I beg 
leave to submit my Annual Report, relative to the surgical de- 
partment of the Grangegorman Government Prison, together 
with an enumeration of the several diseases treated therein, in 
a concise tabular form : — 

1 . Inflammation — its varieties and consequences, including Ulcers, 

Abscess, Anthrax, Erysipelas, and Ophthalmia, &c., . . 20 

2. Scrofulous diseases, including Affections of the Bones, Joints, 

Lymphatic and Mesenteric Glands, Skin, Tumours, Mem- 
branes, and various organs, . . . . .25 

3. Skin diseases, including Lepra, Psoriasis, Impetigo, Scabies, and 

various forms of Porrigo or Scald Head, . . .14 

4. Syphilitic Disorders, primary and secondary, or constitutional 

form of the disease, including Ulcers, Affections of the Gland- 
ular, Articular, and Osseous Structures, the Throat, and Eye, 
and various Eruptions, . . . . . . 9 

5. Wounds, severe Contusions and Eractures, . . .7 

6. Uterus, Bladder, and Rectum diseases, including displacements 

of Uterus, Cancer, Retention and Atony of Bladder, and 
Hemorrhoidal Complaints, and Hernia, , • 9 

This table comprises the adult cases, amounting to 81 
Infants and Children treated in the Hospital in 1855, suffering 
from Scrofulous disorders, Skin complaints, and the Oph- 
thalmia of recently born infants, . . . * 11 

There occurred one death in this year, that of Margaret 
Ann Carr, caused by cancerous disease of the uterus. 

As on former occasions, I have to remark that scrofulous 
. complaints still continue to prevail amongst the convicts, and 
more or less modifies and complicates other diseases, especially 
varieties of inflammation, syphilitic disorders, and cutaneous 
affections. As I have observed in preceding rej)orts, this prone- 
mess is aggravated or excited into action by protracted confine- 
.jnent, the want of open air exercise, confined sleeping cells, and 
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indolent habits. The treatment of complaints so varied and Giungigob- 
complicated involves the necessity for various remedial agents, “depoi^ 1,8 
compounded with care, and administered with punctuality. — 

Surgeon's 

Report. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Alexander Eead, 

Surgeon to the Grangegorman Government Prison. 



MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. Medical 

• Officer' s Report* 

45, Mountjoy-square, January, 1856. 

Gentlemen. — In forwarding my Report of tlie F emale Govern- 
ment Prison, Grangegorman, for the year 1855, it gives me much 
.pleasure to state that its sanitary condition continues satisfac- 
tory:— 



Remaining in Hospiftd under my care, 1st January, 1855, 7 

Received during the year, • 189 

Total, . . .• .196 

Of these have been discharged, . . . .184 

Died, . . . . . . .4 

Remaining in Hospital, 31st December, 1855, . . 8 

Total, . . . .196 



Daily Average Number of Sick for Four Years ending 31st 
December, 1855. 





1652. j 


1853. j 


1854. 


1855. 




Interns, j 


Extoms. | 


Interna. j 


Extoms. 


Interns. 


Externa. 


Intoma. 


Extcrns. 


January, . 


12-71 


2-00 


14 74 


4*03 


13-29 


5-74 


8-61 


5-51 


February, 


1514 


4*37 


16-03 


4’90 


23-07 


6-92 


12-18 


582 


March, . 


14 -ou 


6 30 


14-00 


7-oo 


14-61 


6-39 


14-39 


4-13 


April, 

May, 


13-03 


5-37 


16*40 


5-87 


11-43 


5-86 


13-30 


4-83 


11-00 


3-94 


15-00 


7-00 


12-70 


6-19 


11-26 


5-29 


June, 

July, 


9 '00 


4 ‘59 


14-30 


8-23 


10-36 


6-00 


10-80 


.5 80 


13-45 


6-61 


12*03 


8*23 


11-54 


6-35 


12-10 


5-32 


August, . 


15*42 


9-20 


6-52 


5.60 


13 54 


7 22 


10-41 


5-32 


September, 


13-93 


6-70 


8-80 


5-43 


15 10 


7'00 


8-73 


4-97 


October, . 


16-64 


5'30 


10-39 


4-71 


14-54 


8 61 


9-03 


4-90 


November, 


13-46 


4'03 


11-86 


3-45 


1 1 '66 


6-00 


1000 


5*03 


December, 


14*42 


4'58 


11*32 


5-42 


12-38 


6-09 


8-35 


4-58 


Average each 


















year, . 


13-51 


5-25 


12*62 


5-82 


13-69 


6-53 


10 73 


5*12 


Total number of 
Admissions to 
Hospital, 


137 




127 




159 




189 
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Diseases of those admitted to Medical "Wards during the Year 



Bronchitis and other Pulmonary Complaints, . . 51 

Choleraic Diarrhoea, .... .5 

Constipatio, ...... 6 

Cephalalgia, . . . . .8 

Diarrhoea and Dysenteric Complaints, . . .22 

Diseases of the Stomach, Bowels, Liver, and Kidneys, . 15 

Diseases of Debility, . . . . .7 

Dropsy and Anasarca, . . . .3 

Epilepsy and Hysterical Affections, . . .8 

Exanthemata, ...... 4 

Fever and Febrile Complaints, . . . .20 

Malingering, . . . . .7 

Rheumatism and Neuralgia, . . . .21 

Uterine Complaints, . . . . .9 

Hospital Nurses and Assistants, . . .3 



Total admitted during the year, 



189 



Particulars of the four fatal cases during the Year : — 



Name. 


Native 

County. 


Date of 
Conviction. 


Dntc of 
1 Admission 
to Prison. 


Date of 
Admission 
to Hospital. 


Date of 
Death. 


Cause of Death, 






1052. I 


1052. 


1852. 


1055. 




M.B., . 


Kilkenny co. 


July 15, ! 


July 30, 


Oct. 1, 


Aug. 5, 1 


Disease of Lungs. 




1053. : 


! 1 053. 


1055. 


M. C., . 


Dublin city, 


Apr. 10, ■ 
1 052. 
Dec. 13, 


j Apr. 16, 


Aug. 10, 


Aug. 11, 


Ab (1 ominalDisease, 


C. H., . 


Cork countv, 


' March 1 , 


Apr. 22, 


Aug. 20, 


Cancer of Stomach. 








i 1052. 






M. M'G., . . 


Louth co., . 


Oct. 25, 


! Nov. IS, 


May 20, 


Sept. 2, 


Disease of Lung3. 



Although the number of patients treated in hospital may not 
he considered small, it will be seen by the annexed tables, that 
the diseases from which they suffered wore of an ordinary 
character ; the large proportion of cases of Bronchitis and other 
Pulmonary Affections, being in a great degree owing to the 
peculiar severity of the winter ; anil also, that although there 
appears an increase in the number of admissions, there has been 
a progressive decrease in the daily average number contained in 
hospital, showing that the admissions latterly, though numerous, 
werenot cases of that severe character requiring long detention in 
hospital, as in former years. The mortality during the year 
was slight, but four convicts having died in the medical wards. 
It will appear from a reference to the table showing the deaths 
that there is nothing unusual or calling for remark in the causes 
of death. We were not visited by cholera nor by any other formid- 
able epidemic during the year ; ancl I am happy to state that the 
condition of the convicts, generalljL continues to be all that can 
bo desired, they being for the most part in robust health, even 
those who, on their transmission from other prisons, wore appa- 
rently delicate, thus proving the salubrity of the locality of this 
prison. I alluded in my last report to certain sanitary improve- 
ments which hail been carried out during that year, such as the 
cleansing and reconstruction of the sewers, the improvement of 
the water used in the prison by an excellent filtering apparatus, 
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&c., &c. I also t-lien mentioned that it would he desirable that 
some change were made in the dietary of the prison. Since 
then I have recommended the following, with the concurrence 
of my colleague, which has met with your sanction, and has, I 
think, proved beneficial, affording as it does a sufficiency of 
nourishment and of that varied character known by experience 
to conduce most to health : — ■ 

General Abstract of Dietary. 



Grangegok- 
MAN F KM ALE 
Depot. 

Medical 
Officer’s Report. 



Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, for breakfast, 7 oz. of oatmeal, J pint 
of milk. 

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday, for breakfast, 1 oz. of cocoa, 

1 oz. of sugar, £ pint of milk, h lb. of bread each ration. 

Dinner, on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Sunday, } lb 
ofbread, and 1 pint milk each ration. 

Tuesday, and Saturday, J lb. of beef, 2 lbs. of potatoes, 2 oz. vegetables, 
and 1 pint soup each ration. 

Supper, each day, f lb. bread and J pint of milk. 

I have also recommended, that patients admitted to hospital 
he placed on farinaceous diet, full diet, or extra diet only, in- 
cluding wine, &c., as occasion may require ; and this system I 
find to answer well. Those suspected of feigning disease for 
the purpose of being admitted into hospital, on being put on an 
exclusively farinaceous diet, seldom, complain again, unless 
when really ill. A registry is now kept of all patients (intern 
and extern,) who apply for medicine or admission to hospital, 
in which it is stated how they are disposed of and their com- 
plaints and the medicines given, noted. This 1 find of much 
use for the purposes of reference. Our new hospital-matron, 
Miss Ryan, has already made herself mistress of most of the de- 
tails of her department, and maintains the order and discipline 
of the hospital so conspicuous under our former superintendent, 
and which 1 hope will be still further promoted under the new 
arrangement for compounding our prescriptions in the hospital, 
by which the delays and irregularities of the former system 
will be avoided. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
A. Banon, Medical Superintendent. 

The Chairman and. Directors, Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



CHAPLAIN'S REPORT. 

Grangegorman Government Prison, 
Dublin, January i), 1836. 

The conduct of the prisoners under my charge in Grango- 
gorman Government Prison, during the year 1855, has, with 
few exceptions, been such as to afford me satisfaction. They 
were, in general, well conducted, attentive, and teachable. 
Indeed experience has taught me that the faults of the class to 
which these prisoners belong are to bo traced much more to 
tne want of all power of self-government, than to any propen- 
sity to positive evil. It is still an important question, whether 



Chaplain’s 
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GsiscEooK- this power can he acquired or regained under even the best 

MA dSot SLE system of prison discipline — whether the mode of treatment 
— necessary for such a purpose could be administered, except in 
gome institution of a mixed character, where the discipline 
would hold an intermediate place between the restraint of a 
prison and entire freedom. 

I have visited the school frequently during the past year ; 
and I am glad to be able to state that a marked improvement 
has taken place in the whole system of management and in- 
struction since my last Report, which I then recommended — 
viz., that instead of the very small proportion (one-fourth) who 
were receiving secular instruction, all the prisoners under my 
charge should be required to attend the school — has since been 
carried into effect, and the result has proved highly satisfactory, 
i find that even some of the prisoners who objected to attend- 
ing when the attendance w T as only partially enforced now like it, 
while some are really anxious to get as much instruction as 
they can. 

William Maturin, Chaplain. 
.The Directors of Government Prisons. 

Homan Catholic . ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Chaplain's 

Heport. Dublin, January 4, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — In accordance with instructions received, I beg 
to submit the following P.eport of the female convicts committed 
to my care in the Government Penitentiary, Grangegorman. 

I deem it fan-, in ilie first instance, to state, that ordinarily I 
have found them very willing to profit by the admonitions and 
spiritual advice of their chaplain. There have been, however, 
occasional exceptions to this docility. These few instances, 
whilst they bespeak a deficiency in early religious training, 
seem to have arisen more from an hitherto unrestrained exercise 
of will, than from any positive inclination to contemn authority. 

Since religion must be the basis of all permanent reforma- 
tion in their moral character, and constitutes their chief, if not 
only consolation during years of confinement, I have endea- 
voured, by frequent instructions every week, to awaken and 
foster in their minds a somewhat more lively perception of its 
salutary doctrines and beneficial influence. I have reason to 
hope that these exertions have not been, with the Divine 
blessing, altogether fruitless. The poor convicts have, I may 
say, uniformly manifested an anxiety to assist at various spi- 
ritual exercises, with which from time to time I sought to 
alleviate their unhappy condition, encourage their devotional 
feelings, and improve their tastes. 

In carrying out such exercises in detail, as in the discharge 
of my duties generally, I have had at all times the kind and 
active co-operation of the several other officers iu the prison, 
for which 1 feel deeply grateful. I am also happy to acknow- 
ledge that every facility has been granted me by the Directors 
to secure the spiritual well-being of the convicts, and effect a 
reformation in. their lives. I have been encouraged the more 
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to expect tliis great reformation in their conduct from the 
powerful aid which that most valuable auxiliary, the school, 
promises to afford; since it is quite clear that the mental eul- 
ture of these hitherto generally neglected outcasts removes c4 „ yimV 
T erv considerably the difficulties which the chaplain has to en- Report. 
counter, when imparting to them religious instruction. 

"Whilst the unobtrusive yet unremitting exertions of the 
disinterested Sisters of Charity have, under Providence, been 
crowned with no small success, the . chaplain ha3 great reason 
to be grateful for their zealous assistance. ' 

In conclusion I should add that I reflect with sentiments of 
pain and deep solicitude that numbers of these convicts, 
reformed in their habits, improved in mind, and trained to 
industry, on the expiration of their term of confinement, are 
again exposed, friendless and destitute, to all the miseries 
which poverty and crime unhappily produce. It seems com- 
paratively of little avail that for years they have been subjected 
to a reformatory system, highly calculated for its object, if they 
be once more compelled, from want and the scorn of the world, 
to pursue anew the paths of iniquity they had been taught 
to abandon, as fraught with evils here, and ruin irreparable 
hereafter. 

Under such circumstances it is not for me to suggest any 
remedy in the way of a house of refuge, into which such con- 
victs might for a time be received; but I deem it a matter well 
worthy of the attention of Government to obviate such fatal 
consequences as those to which I have referred. In so doing, 
an unspeakable boon will be bestowed on the convicts indivi- 
dually, and on society at large. For it not unfrequently hap- 
pens that such as I have described, after their liberation, renew 
their disorderly conduct, and become once again an oppressive 
tax on the community ; whereas were they received for a time 
into some institution, where, free from the temptations of 
poverty, the world might he a witness of their reformed lives, 
a career of honest independence and virtue, in all likelihood, 
would be their future lot. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Thomas Joseph Power, It. C. Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



PEESBYTEBIAE CHAPLAIN’S REPOET. Pr atourim 

Chaplain 

29, Blackhall-street, Report. 

Dublin, January 10, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — Since the Report I gave in twelve months 
ago of the female convicts in Grangegorman Prison committed 
to my care, I have nothing now particularly to add. I would 
only observe that during the past year they have, in general, 

"made pleasing progress in their knowledge of God’s Holy 
Word, as well as in that excellent summary of theology, the 
Assembly’s Shorter Catechism. They are, generally, improving 
in their reading. Their conduct in the prison has, upon the 
whole, been exemplary, as the head matron can testify ; and, 
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some of them have rendered themselves useful in the laundry 
and in the hospital. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, yours faithfully, 
S. Simpson, Presbyterian Chaplain. 
The Board of Directors, Convict Prisons. 



SCHOOL MATRON'S REPORT. 

Grangegorman, January 8, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — Having been called on to furnish a Report on 
the Grangegorman Convict School, 1 beg to submit the follow- 
ing. You are already aware that my duties, as school matron, 
commenced on the 1st August. 

By examination I found that many of the prisoners who 
could read were very deficient in spelling, and had no idea of 
reflecting on the subject of their reading lessons. I am endea- 
vouring to remedy these deficiencies by devoting part of my 
time to examination on the subject read, and spelling, in winch 
an improvement is observable. In teaching arithmetic I was 
obliged to begin with notation and numeration, as the women 
could not read the most simple numbers. They now know the 
value of numbers, and have commenced the practical part. 
Many of them are able to find the price of articles by mental 
arithmetic, in which I give them examples occasionally. _ As 
there were no maps in the school-room, geography was entirely 
unknown. Since a supply has been furnished the women have 
made considerable progress ; many of them can trace the maps 
of the World, Europe, America, and Ireland. They can also 
name the productions of several countries in the torrid, tempe- 
rate, and frigid regions. Many of the prisoners write a neat 
hand, and are anxious to improve. There are thirty women 
writing on paper ; several of them never wrote any until the 
last few mouths. There are thirty-four women able to write a 
middling good hand on slates, who began by making letters. 
I shall here mention that twenty-four women who commenced 
with the alphabet are spelling ; and seventeen, who were 
quicker than tho others, can read. During the last month I 
had the pleasure of removing fourteen women from the First to 
the Second Book, nine from the Second to the Sequel, and 
eleven from the Sequel to the Third Book. My time is so 
arranged that each prisoner gets six hours’ schooling every 
week. By such arrangement two hundred have the advantage 
of attending school. As my time is so limited I cannot devote 
much of it in teaching grammar ; so only a few of the women 
who read in tho Fourth Book are able to distinguish the parts 
of speech, the singular from the plural, and proper from com- 
mon nouns. I am glad to he enabled to state that the conduct 
of the prisoners during school hours has been good. 

Trusting that my humble exertions to advance those whom 
I have charge of may prove satisfactory, 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your faithful 
servant, 

Mary Denvir. 
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LITE GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Cork Government Prison, 

23d. January, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to transmit the Annual 
Report of the Cork Female Prison, together with the accom- 
panying Statistical and Financial Documents, upon which, and 
the following subjects, I am obliged to dwell briefly, in con- 
sequence of having recently relinquished my appointment as 
Governor of this prison. 

In referring to the events of the past year I find little of 
material importance to lay before you. 

The building not having been originally constructed for its 
present use, much of my time has been occupied in bringing 
before you the different defects, and repairs necessary, and 
earning out, according to your instructions, the various alter- 
ations and requirements imperative, particularly those which 
tended to the better security of the prisoners. The sewerage, 
also, I have much improved. 

I would particularly draw your attention to the satisfactory 
state of the school, which is attended by all the prisoners, irre- 
spective of age, the greater proportion of whom have made 
considerable progress in reading, writing, arithmetic, and geo- 
graphy, and manifest a great desire for further improvement. 
The opportunity thus afforded them of acquiring knowledge 
appears to me the most likely means of bettering their con- 
dition and aiding their reformation, to which too much atten- 
tion can scarcely be given. 

The conduct of the prisoners, with a few exceptions, has 
been very good. The principal offences, in almost every 
instance, have arisen from violence of temper, over which, when 
at all excited, they seem to have little control ; and for acts of 
violence done while in a passion they appear to think them- 
selves excusable. 

The conduct of the officers has been generally very satis- 
factory, and they all, both male and female, evince a desire to 
perform their duties with zeal and diligence. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
William Stewaet, late Governpr. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 
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Statement of Number of Convicts Committed and Disposed 
of from 1st January, 1S55, to 31st December, 1855, viz.:— 







Adults. 


Children. 


Number in custody 1st Jan. 1855, 




. 90 




Received during the year, 




. 276 


14 


Totals, 


, 


. 366 


14 


Discharged during the year, . 

Sent to Lunatic Asylum, 

Died, .... 

Total, 

Remaining in custody 31 st Dec., 


. 2 
. 2 
. 2 

. 6 
360 


. 366 


. 14 


AGES OF PRISONERS IN CUSTODY. 




Under 15 years, 






1 


„ 20 „ . 


. 




23 


25 „ . 






115 


„ SO „ . 


. 




93 


„ 35 „ . 


. 




59 


„ 40 „ . 


. 




19 


„ 45 „ . 


< • 




24 


45 years and upwards, . , 


. 




26 


Total, 


. 




360 


CONVICTIONS OF PRISONERS IN CUSTODY. 




1850 




1 




1851 




1 




1852 




73 




1853 




147 




1854 




100 




1855 




38 




Total, . 


~ 


360 




SENTENCES OF PRISONERS. 
Transportation 7 years, . 




152 


10 „ . 






22 


„ 14 „ . 






4 


„ 15 „ » 






9 


„ Life, 






6 


Penal Servitude 4 years, 






156 


„ 6 „ . 






9 


7 „ . 






1 


„ Life, . 


« 




1 



Age of youngest prisoner, 
„ oldest „ 



Total, 



360 



14 years. 
63 „ 



STAFF OF PRISON OFFICERS- 



Governor, . . . 1 

Superintendent, . . .1 

Medical Superintendent, . . 1 

Protestant Chaplain, . . ] 

Roman Catholic do., . . 1 

Storekeeper, .... 1 

Principal Matrons, . . .2 

Hospitcd do., . . . . ' 1 

School do., . . .1 

Class Matrons, . . .7 



Laundry do., . . . I 

Kitchen do., . . . . 1 

Assistant do., . . . . 4 

Hospital N urse, . . .1 

Gatekeeper, . . . . 1 

Watchmen, . . . .2 

Messenger, , . . .1 



Total number of Officers, . 28 



William Stewabt, late Governor. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



General Account of Receipt and Expenditure for Uio Year 1805. 



o Balance in favour of Public, 31 
, Paymaster of Civil Services, 

, Garden Produce sold, 

, Prisoners' confiscated Money, 
Old Metal, &c., sold. 



„ Incidental Expenses, 

„ Implements, 

„ Medicines and Surgical Instruments, 

„ Medical Comforts (extras for the sick), 
„ Freights and Charges, 

„ Travelling Expenses, 

„ Prisoners, on discharge, 

„ Convicts' Clothing, . 

„ Funeral Expense?, . 

„ Soap, Washing, and Scouring, &c.,. 

„ Cleaning Prison, 

„ Bedding, 

,, Uniform for Officers, 



is mg, • 



,, Bent (lodging allowances 
„ Bations for Officers . 

,, Chaplains’ Requisites, 

„ Buildings and ordinary Repairs, 



Officers), 



„ Balance in favour of public, 



Total, . . £4,946 5 0 

William Stewart, late Governor. 



*11 gig? 
r SjeS* 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Cork Government Prison, 

January, 1855. 

Gentlemex, — Pursuant to your instructions, I have the 
honour to furnish you with my Report of the conduct and 
management of the Cork Government Prison, for the year 
ending the 31st December, 1855, and I am happy to have to 
state, that its general aspect and discipline present a very much 
improved appearance : 

As the prison had been only opened little more than two 
months before the commencement of the past year, and as all 
the officers then employed (with one exception), were quite in- 
experienced in prison discipline, while very many of them did 
not receive their appointments until after that period, it is not 
to be wondered at that they were not in the beginning fully or 
thoroughly acquainted with their duties ; nevertheless, I have 
the satisfaction of being able to report that, on the whole, their 
duties have been very properly discharged, and that they. have 
shown continued zeal in the acquisition of a more perfect and 
entire knowledge of how they were bound to act : some few in- 
fractions of discipline which took place, in most instances of a 
trivial character, have been already reported to and dealt with 
by you. 

During the course of the year there have been received into 
the prison 266 prisoners, which with the addition of ninety 
already in the prison, and deducting two discharged, two sent 
to the Criminal Lunatic Asylum, and two died, makes the 
present numbers 360. 

The prisoners after they are unlocked in the morning pro- 
ceed to clean up the prison, wash themselves, and return to their 
different wards for prayer, all of which occupies up to eight 
o’clock ; they then go to work, or to school until nine, the time 
appointed for breakfast. 

Breakfast and dinner are followed by exercise for half-an hour, 
always under superintendence; after which they again return to 
work, or school, as the case may be, until supper time, after 
which they are finally locked up for the night. 

The employment of the prisoners comprises sewing, knitting, 
shoemaking, washing, cleaning, and cooking, in which occupa- 
tions they have obtained considerable proficiency. 

The average number in hospital has been twenty-five, which 
leaves about 335 daily employed at one of those descriptions of 
work. 

In the summer they are generally engaged about seven hours 
daily, and in winter, about five hours and a-half. 

The conduct of the prisoners has been, on the whole, very 
satisfactory, and although the punishments were numerous, they 
have been principally for slight offences, few only being of a 
grave nature. 

_ There have been attempts at escapes on two different occa- 
sions. The first was made by four' prisoners, who loosened the 
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bar of a window in an associated room in which they had been CoRK 
sleeping, and got into an adjoining provision yard, hut they fSES” 
voluntarily returned to the prison. This matter has been prison. 
already fully reported on, and an inquiry has been held into c.. — 
the circumstances. iteport. 

The second attempt was made by a probationary prisoner, 
who was discovered working a hole in the wall of her cell, by 
means of an iron spoon. : The discovery was, however, sufficiently 
early to prevent any injury being done.- 

It affords me great gratification to be able to report favour- 
ably on the moral condition of the prisoners,- and the beneficial 
effect which the restraint and discipline of the prison seem to 
have had in bringing them hack to habits of industry, order, 
and regularity.- In effecting this improvement, I consider that 
the establishment of the school has had a’ very important share. 

The very large majority came into the prison, either totally 
deficient of any education whatever, or have, from- the nature of 
their previous lives and avocations, entirely forgotten anything 
they may have learned. The prisoners are sent to the school 
in alternate divisions,- so that each inmate (Jnot in hospital) 
receives six hours’ school instruction weekly. I find that the 
effect of this instruction has been,- in most instances,- to, as it 
were, awaken the minds, of the prisoners, and improve their 
natural comprehensions ; to make them more docile,' more 
easily brought to see the value of cleanliness and order, and to 
inspire thejj with a considerable feeling of self-respect.- Many 
of them seem by education to have become better able to com- 
prehend the folly and wickedness of their previous lives, to 
experience a strong- feeling of repentance. I have observed, too, 
that as they make progress in school education, their conduct 
in the prison proportionately improves; and that some who 
have come from the county gaols with vefy turbulent characters, 
and apparently of very violent dispositions, have become, under 
the influence of education, quite conformable to discipline. 

The results of the probationary system, adopted since tbe 
month of March, has been most useful. The detention of the 
prisoners for the first four months after their arrival, in separate 
cells, apart from the other prisoners, allowed no relief from 
the confinement of their ceils beyond the necessary exercise in 
the yards, and attendance at school, has had the effect of sub- 
duing any tendency to insubordination, and renders them readily 
amenable to discipline, while, at the same time, it keeps them 
apart from the contamination which must to some extent be 
always found in the companionship of convicts; indeed, so very 
advantageous. do I consider this system has proved, that I think 
a portion of it, did the prison accommodation permit, might, 
with great benefit, be extended to the entire classes — I mean, 
compelling the convicts to sleep in separate cells. So long as 
he prisoners are allowed to spend so many hours of unrestrained 
communication in each other’s society, as the system of large 
cormitories necessitates, they have opportunities for plotting, 
which the idle and mischievous will he frequently found to turn 

L 
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to bad account, and the difficult}' of maintaining discipline will, 
of course, be increased. 

Owing to the original construction of the building, which is 
irregularly built, and of great extent — at one side close by a 
public road, and on another adjoining a provision store, between 
which and the prison there is by no means a sufficient barrier — 
there is a very great difficulty in maintaining proper supervision 
and preventing the escape of prisoners ; another source of dan- 
ger lies in the fact, that many of the cells are close under the 
roof, on which ventilators are placed large enough to admit of 
a person passing through them, from which there is easy access 
to the provision store I have already mentioned, but I am taking 
measures to obviate this danger by placing iron gratings over 
each of these apertures. 

I have further to remark, that great inconvenience has been 
caused by the deficient size of the apartment used as a Roman 
Catholic chapel, which is capable of holding only 175 prisoners, 
while there are at present 325 convicts of that persuasion in 
the prison, exclusive of those in hospital. In consequence, on 
Sundays, mass is celebrated by the Roman Catholic Chaplain 
in a long corridor, used every other day as a work-room, and 
where there is no altar ; a common table has to be substituted. 
The tendency of this want of a suitable place of worship is to 
deprive the ceremonies of the solemnity they ought to have in 
the eyes of the prisoners, and as a consequence to dimmish 
their beneficial effect upon their characters. Though, perhaps, 
of less consequence, this circumstance, to some extent, interferes 
with the ordinary work of the prisoners, as the room has to he 
given up earlier than usual on Saturday evening, in order to 
prepare for the observances of the following day. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Dells. J. Lidwill, Superintendent. 

Tbe Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Castle, Dublin. 

I certify that, to the best of my belief, the rules laid down 
for tbe government of the prison have been complied with in 
every instance, except in such cases as have been distinctly 
reported to or brought under the notice of a Director. 

Dells. J. Lidwill, Superintendent. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Cork Government Prison, 
9th January, 1856. 

Gentlemen,— I beg leave to forward my Report on the 
sanitary state of Cork Prison for the year 1855, and am happy 
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to state that the general health of the inmates is very satis- 
factory — 

dumber of patients in Hospital, January 1st, 18 55, from 

former year, . . . . . .17 

dumber admitted since, to December 31st, 1855, . . 337 



Cork 

Government 

Female 

Prison. 

MedicalOfficer’s 

Report. 



Total, . . .354 



Discharged, . . . . . .325 

Died, . • . . . .2 

Remaining in hospital, December 31st, 1855, * . . 27 

Total, . . .354 



In the subjoined table I have specified the diseases with 
which the patients have been affected : — 



Bronchitis, . . . * 14 

Phthisis, .... 2 

Pleurisy, ... . 1 

Hemoptysis, ... 1 

Hooping Cough, . . 2 

Pleurodynia, ... 3 

Tonsilitis, ... 3 

Cymmche Parotidea, . . 3 

Erysipelas, ... 4 

Simple Continued Fever, . 1 

Slight Febrile Affections, . 28 

Chronic Gastritis, . . 2 

Gastralgia, ... 7 

Indigestion and Constipation, 69. 
Diarrhoea, * 7 

Dysentery, ... 5 

English Cholera, . . 3 

Colic 14 

Peritonitis, ... 1 

Disease of Heart, . . 1 

Dropsy, .... 2 

Insanity, .... 2 

Epilepsy, .... 1 

Inflammation of Brain, . ] 

Aphonia, .... 2 

General Debility, . . 21 

Amenorrhoea, . . . 16 

Dysmenorrhoea, ... 4 

Menorrhagia, ... 3 



Leucorrlioea, ... 2 

Rheumatism and Neuralgic 
Pains, .... 20 

Sciatica, .... 2 

Lumbago, .... 3 

Femoral Hernia, . . 1 

Psoas Abscess, ... 1 

Fractures and Dislocations, 3 

Contusions, ... 4 

Haemorrhoids, ... 5 

Varicose Veins, ... 2 

Ulcers, . . . . io 

Abscess, . . . . ]8 

Synovitis, .... 4 

Prolapsus Uteri, . , 3 

Prolapsus Ani, ... 1 

Tertiary Syphilis, . . 2 

Ophthalmia, ... 20 

Cataract, .... 1 

Scrofula, .... 9 

Lupus, .... 1 

Scabies, .... 3 

Eczema 2 

Herpes Zoster, ... 2 

Lepra, .... 7 

Papular Eruptions, * . 3 



337 



During tlie year 1,470 cases have been prescribed for and 
Visited in cells and wards, the nature of the ailments not being 
sufficiently severe for hospital attention. One of the convicts 
who died was far advanced in pulmonary consumption on her 
arrival at the prison, and was immediately admitted to hospital, 
February 1st, 1855, and died April 27th, 1855. The other was 
labouring under chronic diarrhoea, and very much broken down 
in health when received into the prison ; she was also admitted 
to hospital on arrival, May 21st, 1855, and died August 8th, 
xooo. 



Two convicts, described in the returns from their respective 
prisons as having attempted suicide, and being of weak intel- 
ect, were admitted to hospital when received into the prison; 
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and after careful investigation, the symptoms of insanity being 
undoubted, were transferred to the Central Criminal Lunatic 
Asylum. Many of the prisoners, who were much enfeebled on 
admission, have gained comparative health and strength. 

The infants are in excellent health, and some of them were 
very delicate when they arrived. 

The dietary is very good, and conducive to preserving the 
inmates in good health. 

I beg to say that the sewerage of the prison is by np means 
satisfactory, especially the lower portion, and would recom- 
mend that some means be taken to remedy this defect before the 
setting in of the warm weather. The increased and increasing 
number of inmates renders this a matter of paramount import- 
ance. 

Gentlemen, I have the honour to be your most obedient 
servant. 

Babes Delany, m.d. 

Queen’s University in Ireland, &c., 

Medical Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict_Prisons. 



CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Cork, January 25th, 1856. 

Gentlemen, — Dining the past year there has been a con- 
siderable accession to the number of prisoners under my care. 
There are at present twenty- six members of the Established 
Church, and one Presbyterian. Of these, on their arrival, a few 
appeared to possess as much (if not more) information on 
religions and other subjects as is usual amongst persons of the 
class in life to which they originally belonged, but the greater 
number were ill-informed, and some (especially five lately 
arrived), in a state of the most deplorable ignorance. Thirteen 
can read tolerably well, six indifferently, and eight not at all. 

The progress of those on whom the opportunities offered 
in the prison have had time to operate is, on the whole, I think, 
as satisfactory as could have “been expected. Their attention 
during divine service on Sundays, and on the other occasions 
when assembled for religious instruction (twice each week), has 
been, generally speaking, marked and increasing. I could point 
out more than two or three, concerning whom good hopes may be 
reasonably entertained of genuine reformation. They seem to 
join heartily in the worship of God, and really to value the 
means of grace, and to be thankful for any pains bestowed on 
them. One or two who came to the prison with the worst 
characters from their former places of confinement have become 
tractable, and show symptoms of decided improvement. 

Of the eighteen prisoners present on Christmas Day, twelve 
remained to partake of the Sacrament of the Holy Communion, 
eleven on the previous occasion, and six on the first occasion 
of its being publicly administered in the prison. 
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During tlie year a much-wislied-for addition lias been made 
to the service on Sundays, by the introduction of singing, 



Female 

Prison. 



under the superintendence of the senior principal matron, 
whose valuable aid, also, in conducting daily morning and. o'avhM, 
evening prayers, and in preparing the prisoners for catechetical lifon. 
instruction, I wish here to acknowledge. 

The books which I applied for and obtained were most 
acceptable, and were eagerly received. They have been re- 
gularly exchanged, and I trust the perusal of them has been 
attended with profit- 

I would also testify to the care and attention of the school- 
mistress, whose exertions have been attended with much 
success. Several of the prisoners, for instance, can now write ■ 
well, who could not form a letter when they. .came. 

I have great pleasure also in talcing this opportunity to ac- 
knowledge the .uniform courtesy and ready co-operation of the 
Governor and Superintendent, as well as of the subordinate 
officers of the establishment; and, on the whole, I think the 
system pursued in the prison well calculated to produce much 
good. 

I beg to remain, Gentlemeij, your obedient servant, 

Gilbert M. M‘Cohd, Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

&e., &c. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN'S REPORT. oom> 

.Chaplain's 

Cork, January 10th, 1856, 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your request, conveyed to 
me through Governor, I have the honour to submit my Report 
for the portion of the year ending December 31st, 1855. 

Having been appointed Roman .Catholic Chaplain to the Cork 
Female Convict Prison so late as September, I cannot form 
a correct idea of the character of the prisoners under my care ; 
however, from the slight knowledge I have of them, I can say 
that their conduct, in general, is good. I have admitted many 
ot them to sacraments, and I am happy to say, that such as 
£? ve a s yet approached them, are most anxious to do so. 
the dispositions which the worthy reception of those sacra- 
ments requires, are, in themselves, a guarantee for their future 
amendment. The demeanour of the prisoners at mass is 
respectful, their attention to religious instruction marked, and 
heir attendance at catechism regular. Many of them are 
excessively deficient in religious knowledge, but from the 
anxiety manifested by them to listen to catechetical instruction, 
as well as to any counsel I may give them, I entertain sanguine 
opes of their ultimate reformation. 1 regret much that we 
got no chapel as yet. It cannot be expected that prisoners 
a 5~ . the same reverence at mass when celebrated in 
o of their work-halls, as they would, if it were said in a house 
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set apart exclusively for divine worship ; moreover, a larger 
number than we have at present can scarcely be accommodated 
during mass, with seats. I am sure, gentlemen, you are anxious 
to remedy this evil as soon as possible. As regards the school, 
I feel great pleasure in informing you, that the progress of 
many of the prisoners in reading, writing, and spelling, has 
attracted my notice. I am not surprised at this result, when I 
consider the thirst of the pupils to learn, and the competency 
and untiring exertions of the schoolmistress to impart instruc- 
tions to them. Her gentleness must endear her to all her 
scholars, and encourage their confidence in her. I have no 
hesitation iu saying, that many will leave her possessed of such 
an amount of information as willbe of service to them in afterlife. 

I have the honour, Gentlemen, to be your humble and obedieit 
servant, 

John Sheehan, R. C. Chaplain. 

The Dii'ectors of Convict Prisons, 

Castle, Dublin. 



TEACHER'S REPORT. 

Cork Female Convict Prison, 

January 9th, 185G. 

Gentlemen, — In conformity with your wishes, I beg leave 
to state my Report of the educational progress of the inmates 
of Cork Government Prison, since I have been appointed 
teacher. 

The school was opened on. January 6th, 1835, hut sometime 
had elapsed before 1 was sent books and other requisites, which 
of course prevented me from effecting much good in the com- 
mencement, but since then, I have been provided with every 
tiling necessary for my arduous undertaking. At first I had 
the greatest difficulty in trying to induce those to persevere, 
who were totally unacquainted with the elements of our language, 
and with much pleasure I have to inform you, my efforts have 
not proved unsuccessful ; they are all (with very' few exceptions) 
most desirous for their improvement. I have not had the least 
occasion to make a report 3f any impropriety of conduct in the 
prisoners, while under my charge; on the contrary, I have 
always found them obedient, and most attentive to my instruc- 
tions. 

I cannot conclude without expressing my feelings of gratitude 
to our Governor, Superintendent, and Chaplains, who have at 
all times, on visiting the school, expressed their approbation 
and pleasure at the improvement of the prisoners. 

Permit rue, gentlemen, to remark, that I am quite sure the 
influence of education on their minds will in a very' great 
measure promote the realization of your intentions for their 
reclamation. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient 
servant, 

Anna Curtin, Teacher. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 
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The extent of the Prisoners’ I 


Improvement up to December 


Cork 


knowledge on their 


ENTRANCE 


31st, 1855: 




Government 


into School:- 


— 


Reading, 


. 203 


Female 


Reading, 


• 97 


Spelling, 


. 92 


Prison. 


Spelling, . 


. 41 


Alphabet, . 


. 30 


Teacher's 


Alphabet, . 


. 187 






Report. 




— 


Total, 


. 325 




Total, 


. 325 









Writing, . . . .70 

Writing, .... 9 Arithmetic, . . .85 

Geography, Grammar, . 13 



Anna Curtin, Teacher. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF PRISONERS. 

CIjsism. 1. Prisoners shall he divided into the following classes, viz. ; — 

Exemplary Class. 

First Class. 

Second Class. 

Third Class. 

Probation Class. 

Claw on 2. All prisoners, on reception from the county or city gaols, aid 

reception. those from Monntjoy Government Prison, who shall not have passed 
the prescribed period in separate confinement, or whose character in 
separate confinement shall be reported “bad” or “very bad,” shall be 
placed in the probation class; those received from Monntjoy Govern- 
ment Prison, who shall have passed the prescribed period in separate 
confinement, shall be placed in the third class ; aDd all prisoners 
received from any Government “ Public Works ” or “ Labour ” prison 
will be placed in the same position as that which they held in the 
prison from which they may have been removed. 

Period to he 3. Prisoners placed in the probation class, except such as shall be 
retained in the p] ace( l therein on account of their conduct in separate confinement 
pro otioa e “3- having been “ bad” or “ very bad,” will be retained therein until they 
shall have completed the period prescribed for convicts to be kept in 
separate confinement, and they shall not be removed from this class, 
even at the expiration of this period, unless their conduct shall be 
satisfactory. Prisoners whose character on removal from separate 
confinement has been reported “ bad " or “ very bad,” shall be specially 
dealt with, and shall not be removed from the “ probation class” with- 
out the sanction of a Director. 

Description of 4. As a general rule, the prisoners placed in tbe probation class will 
F 'tT EI L t0 l£ t k° se w h° have been f° un< l medically unfit to undergo the strictly 
Nation dass F °" separate system of confinement carried out at the Mountjoy Govern- 
ment Prison, but who, nevertheless, may he equal to labour on the 
Public Works, and fit to undergo a modified system of separation. 
Treatment of 5. The treatment of prisoners in the probation class will be assimi- 
proUtlon 'class* ^ atet * to *hat en f° rce d in the Mountjoy separate confinement prison, as 
far as circumstances will admit, and the Medical Officer may think 
proper to allow. Such prisoners will not be kept in actual separation, 
and it will be generally advisable that they should he employed chiefly 
in the open air ; but at all times they shall be prevented, as far as 
possible, from holding any intercourse one with another ; and the 
general discipline of this class must be maintained as strictly as circum- 
stances will allow. The prisoners in this class will be considered as 
falling specially under tbe care and teaching of their respective Chap- 
lains and the Schoolmaster, with a view of attaining, as far as practi- 
cable, tbe same advantages and the moral and religious improvement 
which are found to result from the system of separate confinement. 
Third claw. 6. Prisoners placed, on their reception, in the “third class,” will, 
according to the records received of their conduct during their deten- 
tion in separate confinement, be eligible to be promoted to the second, 
at periods varying as follows : — If their conduct and character in sepa- 
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rate confinement have been recorded “ exemplary,” they will be eligible Appendix. 
for promotion in two months ; 

If “ very good/’ in three months ; 

If “ good,” in four months ; 

If “ indifferent,” in six months. 

The promotion of prisoners whose conduct shall not be exemplary 
while in this class will be delayed beyond the periods above laid down, 
according to the nature and number of the offences committed by 
them against the rules and discipline of the prison, under such regula- 
tions as shall, from time to time, be : approved by the Directors. 

7. Prisoners in the second class will, by exemplary conduct for a Second class, 
period of six months, become eligible to be raised to the first.; should 

their conduct not he exemplary their promotion will be delayed, as 
shown in the latter part of the foregoing rule. 

8. Prisoners whose conduct in the first class shall have been exem- First class, 
plary for a period of twelve months will be placed in the exemplary 

class; should their conduct not he exemplary, their promotion will be 
delayed, as directed in the two foregoing rules. 

9. The several classes 'of prisoners will be distinguished by such Dresses of 
dresses and badges as the Directors shall, from time to time, appoint, prisoners. 

The dress of the prisoners in the probation and the- third classes shall, for 

the present, be the ordinary grey prison clothing. The second class 
shall he distinguished by a light blue facing on the cuff and collar of 
their jackets. The first class shall be distinguished by a similar facing 
of a red colour. The exemplary class shall wear a dress of an entirely 
different colour from that worn by the prisoners in the other classes. 

10. Such distinctions shall be made between the classes, and such 

privileges granted, as shall* promote' the object of giving encourage- 
ment to those whose good conduct may deserve it, provided such dis- 
tinctions do not interfere with discipline, nor with the execution of a 
dne amount of labour. . . 

11. The Governor has the power to degrade a prisoner for miscon- Prisoners may 
duct, from the exemplary to the first, second, or third class ; from the be degraded lor 
first to the second or third; and from the second to the third class ; miscoaduct - 
and every prisoner so degraded shall be liable to forfeit any advantage 

for which, he may have been recommended. 

12. A prisoner who has been degraded may become eligible" to be Prisoners -who 
again promoted without necessarily passing the full time already laid degmdedmay 
down for each class. The period at which such prisoner may so become become eligible 
eligible for promotion will be regulated, by the nature and degree of to be again 
the offence for which he may have been degraded, under such rules. as P romote<i ‘ 
shall from time to time he approved by the Directors, but in no case 

shall he be promoted until he shall hare passed at least two months in 
the lower class. 

13. No prisoner shall be recommended for removal or discharge, on Removal or 
licence or otherwise, until he has shown by his good conduct that he discharge, 
deserves such indulgence, or is fit to be intrusted with hid liberty pre- 
vious to the expiration of his sentence. 



BADGES. 

1. To^ mark the sentence, register number, conduct, and progress of Prisoners to 
sac prisoner, he shall wear two badges, the one to be called the wear two badges 
2 1 ld - ge ’” the 0ther the “ ° 0Ilduct Badge.” 

o‘ Buster Badge shall he worn on the right arm. Register badge. 

. lhe Conduct Badge shall be worn on the left arm. Conduct badge. 

M 
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4. The Register Badge shall show the register number, nature and 
length of sentence of the prisoner by whom it is worn, and Bhail be 
made in conformity with the annexed plate, figures 1 and 2. 

REGISTER BADGE. 

Showing register number, nature and length of service. 

Fig, 1. This Badge shall be, for all the classes 

White, with the records coloured as 
follows : — 

P. S. Penal Servitude. (in Red.) 
10500, Register Number. ( in Slack) 



4. Length of Sentence. ( in Red.) 



E S. 

10500 . 

4 . 

■ 

Fig. 2. 







T. Transportation. (in Red.) 

10001. Register Number, (in Rlach) 
14. Length of Sentence, (in Red.) 



CONDUCT BADGE. 

5. The “ Conduct Badge ” shall he given to each, prisoner on the 
first day of every month, or as soon after as possible, and shall show — 
first, his class ; secondly, (for the first, second, and third classes), ac- 
cording to the records contained in the Conduct Books, the number of 
good conduct marks to be earned by such prisoner before be can be 
eligible to be promoted to a higher class ; thirdly, the number of 
marks gained by him during the preceding month, also the total 
number of marks which had been gained by him previous to the 
the first day of the month for which such badge has been issued. See 
plate, figures 3, 4, and 5. 

Big. 3 shows the Conduct Badge which would be worn by a pri- 
soner in the third class, during the first month after his reception 
from separate confinement, with his conduct therein reported 11 Exem- 
plary, * and having a minimum period of two months to serve in this 
class. 
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(18) The number of Good Conduct 
marks to be gained before eligible for 
promotion . 



Fig. 4 shows the Conduct Badge which would be worn by the 
same prisoner during the second month, supposing his conduct to 
hare been exemplary during the first month, that 18 to say, his con- 
duct haring been recorded in the “ Discipline,” the “ School,” and the 
“Industry” Conduct Books V.G., or very good : 

(IS) The number of Good Conduct marks 
to he gained before eligible for promotion. 

(3) (3) (3) Marks gained during the pre- 
ceding mouth. 

(3) Discipline Conduct Book, V. G.=3. 
(3) School Conduct Book, . . Y. G.=3. 
(3) Industry Conduct Book, Y. G.=3. 

(9) Total number of marks gained 
on the first day of the monthfor which 
the Badge was issued. 



Fig. 5 shows the Conduct Badge which would he worn by the same 
prisoner during the third month, supposing that his conduct has not 
been exemplary, (had it been so he would hare been entitled to be 
promoted!, but that he has been recorded V. G. in the Discipline Con- 
duct Book ; G. in the School Conduct Book ; and 0. in the Industry 

Conduct Book : 

Fiff.5. 

(18) The number of Good Conduct Marks 
to be gained before eligible for promotion. 
"(3) Discipline Conduct Book, V. G.=3. 
(2) School ditto, . G. =2. 

(l) Industry ditto, .0. =1. 

Marks gained during the month, 6. 
(15) Total Marks gained on the first day 
of the month for which the Badge was 
issued, viz., 9 in the first month, 6 in the 
second. 

For each “B.” or bad, recorded against a prisoner in any of the Con- 
duct Books, he shall not count any good conduct marks for the month 





Fig. 4. 



GD 

©@® 

CD 



Fig. 3. 
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Appendix, ia which he shall be so recorded, and shall hare the letter B on that 
(or those) records in his badge. 

For each “V. B.” or very bad recorded against a prisoner in any of 
the conduct hooks, he shall not count any good conduct marks for the 
month in which he shall be so recorded ; shall hare the letters “V. B.” 
placed on that (or those) records in his badge, and shall also be liable, 
at the discretion of the Governor or other superior authority, to have 
the period of his service in the class in which lie then may be pro- 
longed, or he may be degraded to a lower class, in addition to any 
punishment which may have been awarded under the general rules and 
regulations for any specific offence or offences. 

DISTINCTION OF CONDUCT BADGES FOR GLASSES. 

1. The Conduct Badge of the Exemplary Class shall be white, with 
the letters and numbers thereon of brass. 

2. That of the First Class red, with the figures in black. 

3. That of the Second Class light blue, with the figures in black. 

4. That of the Third Class yellow, with the figures in black. 



A Return showing the Number of Deaths in Irish Convict Prisoss 
during the Tear 1855. 



Name- of Convict Frison. 


No. of 
Deaths. 


Spike Island, 


72 


Mountj oy, 


9 


SmitMeld, . . . . . 


17 


Newgate, 


14 


Pliilipstowiij ...... 


29 


Cork Female, ..... 


2 


G-rangegorinan, 


6 


Total, . ' 


149 
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Comparative Abstract of the Estimates for the Maintenance of the Convict Prisons in Ibelajd 
with a Summary of the Expenses for all the Establishments, and tbs. 





Moujvtjoy, 


Smitheield, 


Newgate, 




HEADS OF SERVICE. 




320 Prisoners 1854-55. 
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Salaries of principal officers and clerks, . 
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Wages of inferior officers and servants, . 
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Salaries and wages of manufacturing department, . 
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Total amount for salaries, 
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Uniforms for officers and servants, .... 
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Clotliing prisoners, 
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Bedding prisoners, . 
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Medicines and surgical instruments, 
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Medical comforts (extra for tlie sick), 
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Clotliing and travelling expenses of prisoners on 
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Furnituro and fittings, 
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Kitchen utensils, 
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Fuel and light for general purposes, . 
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Washing, including repairs oflirisn, 
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Brashes, brooms, mops. See., 
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Funeral expenses 
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Rents, rates, and taxes, 
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Various small dishursements, 
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Gross total cost of maintenance, .... 


10.3J3 0 


10,592 1 


4,837 0 0 


! 4,115 4 0 


4,030 0 


J ^ 


>* 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Directors of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



159 



showing the Amount under each. Head of Service ; the Number of Prisoners, and the Cost per head ; 
Average Cost per Prisoner, for the Years 1854-55, and 1855-56. 



Spike Island, including 
Forts Camden ic Carlisle, 
2,612 Prisoners 1854-55. 
lfiOO „ 1855-50. 


Philipstown, 

400 Prisoners 1854-55. 
750 „ 1855-06. 


Female Depot, 
Grangegormon, 
300 Prisoners 1854-55. 
240 „ 1855-50. 


Female Depot, 
Cork, 

- Prisoners 1854-55. 
250 „ 1855-56. 


Summary, 
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